Heidelberg Township Annex
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN POINT OF CONTACT

Primary Alternate
Janice Meyers Josh Bingham
Township Administrator Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator
6272 Route 309, Suite A, New Tripoli, PA 18066 6210 Hunters Hill Road, Germansville, PA 18053
610-767-9297 610-760-0377
jmeyers75@ptd.net joshbingham@Iehighcounty.org

MUNICIPAL PROFILE

Heidelberg Township is a suburban rural township located in the northern part of Lehigh County, along the border of Carbon
County. It encompasses a land area of approximately 24.7 square miles, and has a population of 3,416 (2010 Census). The
township is bordered by Lynn Township (Lehigh County) to the west; Weisenberg Township (Lehigh County) to the southwest;
Lowhill Township (Lehigh County) to the southeast; North Whitehall Township (Lehigh County) to the east and southeast;
Washington Township (Lehigh County) to the east; and Carbon County to the north.

Heidelberg Township is mostly drained by the Lehigh River by way of the Jordan Creek (which starts in Heidelberg) in the
western half of the township and by Mill Creek in the eastern half. However, a small area in the southwest portion of the township
is drained by the Maiden Creek into the Schuylkill River.

State Route 309 is the most significant roadway in the township. It travels east-west through the southern part of the township
from North Whitehall Township in the east to Lynn Township in the west. Route 100 runs north-south from Lowhill Township, and
meets at a “T” with Route 309 in lower Heidelberg. SR 4024 (Mountain Road) provides the primary east-west corridor in the
northern part of the township. SR 4014 (Church Road) and SR 4018 (County Bridge Road, becoming SR 4022/Best Station
Road) are the main north-south connectors within the township.
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Heidelberg Township Annex
MUNICIPAL PARTICIPATION

1. ldentify municipal stakeholders to be involved in the planning process (Floodplain Administrator, public works, emergency
management, engineer, planner, etc.) and include their role in the process.

Janice Meyers, Township Administrator
Role: Primary Point of Contact, attend meetings, coordinate paperwork

Josh Bingham, Deputy Emergency Management Coordinator
Role: Secondary Point of Contact, assist Primary Point of Contact

Kevin Huber, Road Superintendent
Role: Provide public works input

Chris Noll, Keystone Consulting Engineers, Township Engineer
Role: Provide floodplain, planning and mapping information

Dawn Didra, Zoning Officer

Role: Provide current and future zoning issues to light

2. ldentify community stakeholders (neighborhood groups, religious groups, major employers/businesses, etc.) that will be
informed and/or involved in the planning process and describe how they will be involved.

There may be some farms that will be involved as our research progresses.

3. Describe how the public will be engaged in the current planning process (newsletters, social media, etc.) and how they
were engaged since the 2013 Hazard Mitigation Plan.

The Township prints and mails an annual newsletter to all residents since the 1990s. We update our township website
with current information. Our Environmental Advisory Council keeps abreast of issues also.
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Compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

Heidelberg Township Annex

Topic

Identify source of
information, if different
from the one listed

Additional Comments

1. Staff Resources

Is the Community Floodplain Administrator (FPA) or
NFIP Coordinator certified?

Community FPA

Is floodplain management an auxiliary function?

Community FPA

Provide an explanation of NFIP administration
services (e.g., permit review, GIS, education or
outreach, inspections, engineering capability)

Community FPA

What are the barriers to running an effective NFIP
program in the community, if any?

Community FPA

2. Compliance History

State NFIP Coordinator,

Is the community in good standing with the NFIP? FEMA NFIP Specialist, or Yes
community records

Are there any outstanding compliance issues (i.e. No

current violations)?

When was the most recent Community Assistance

Visits (CAV) or Community Assistance Contact Unknown

(CAC)?

Is a CAV or CAC scheduled or needed? No

3. Regulation

When did the community enter the NFIP? NFIP Community Status 1987

Book

Are the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) digital
or paper? How are residents assisted with
mapping?

Community FPA

Do floodplain regulations meet or exceed FEMA or
State minimum requirements? If so, in what ways?

Community FPA

Describe the permitting process.

Community FPA, State,
FEMA NFIP
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Compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) (continued)

Heidelberg Township Annex

Topic

Identify source of information, if different
from the one listed

Additional Comments

4. Insurance Summary

How many NFIP policies are in the community?
What is the total premium and coverage?

State NFIP Coordinator or FEMA NFIP
Specialist

How many claims have been paid in the
community? What is the total amount of paid
claims? How many substantial damage claims have
there been?

FEMA NFIP or Insurance Specialist

How many structures are exposed to flood risk
within the community?

Community FPA or GIS Analyst

Describe any areas of flood risk with limited NFIP
policy coverage.

Community FPA or FEMA Insurance Specialist

5. Community Rating System (CRS)

Does the community participate in CRS?

Community FPA, State, FEMA NFIP

No

If so, what is the community's CRS Class Ranking?

Flood Insurance Manual
(http://Amww.fema.gov/floodinsurancemanual.gov)

What categories and activities provide CRS points
and how can the Class be improved?

Does the plan include CRS planning requirements?

Community FPA, FEMA CRS Coordinator, or
ISO representative
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Heidelberg Township Annex
COMMUNITY ASSETS

Community assets are defined to include anything that is important to the character and function of a community and can be
described in four categories: people, economy, natural environment and built environment. Please identify the community assets
and location under each category:

1. People
= Concentrations of vulnerable populations (e.g. elderly, physically or mentally disabled, non-English speakers, medically or
chemically dependent)

Township keeps an updated list as part of the Lynn/Heidelberg Townships Emergency Management Plan. 2018 update
currently being done.

= Types of visiting populations where large numbers of people are concentrated (e.g. visitors for special events, students)

Northwestern Elementary School (part of)
Northwestern Middle School

Northwestern High School

Northwestern Recreation Commission athletic fields

2. Economy
Major employers, primary economic sectors (e.g. agriculture) and commercial centers where losses would have a severe
impact on the community.

Agriculture — many local farms
Northwestern Lehigh School District — district offices, part of Northwestern Elementary School, all of the middle school
and high school

3. Natural Environment
Those areas/features that can provide protective functions that reduce the magnitude of hazard events (e.g. wetlands,
riparian areas) and other environmental features important to protect.

Tributaries to the Jordan Creek
Kittatinny Ridge along the Blue Mountain and base of the Blue Mountain range
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