Freemansburg Borough Annex
HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN POINT OF CONTACT

Primary Alternate
Gerald J. Gasda Jonathan ltterly
Borough Manager Chief of Police
600 Monroe St, Freemansburg, PA 18017 600 Monroe St, Freemansburg, PA 18017
610-866-2220 x118; cell 484-510-0232 610-866-2221 x105; cell 570-656-3939
manager@boroughoffreemansburg.org chief@boroughoffreemansburg.org

MUNICIPAL PROFILE

Freemansburg Borough is located in the southern part of Northampton County. It encompasses an area of approximately 0.8
square miles, and has a population of 2,636 (2010 Census). The borough borders Bethlehem Township to the north and
northeast, Bethlehem City to the west and south, and Lower Saucon Township to the east.

The Lehigh River forms the borough’s southern border with Bethlehem City and its eastern border with Lower Saucon Township.
There are two (2) state routes that pass through the Borough, Main Street and Washington St. Major east-west roads are
Pembroke Avenue and Freemansburg Avenue in the north, Washington Street in the central part of the borough, and Market

Street in the south along the river. Cambria Street in the central part of the borough, and Main Street in the eastern part along
the river are the major north-south roads in Freemansburg.
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Freemansburg Borough Annex
MUNICIPAL PARTICIPATION

1. ldentify municipal stakeholders to be involved in the planning process (Floodplain Administrator, public works, emergency
management, engineer, planner, etc.) and include their role in the process.

Homer G. Lorrah, Council President

Role: Administration and information Kelly Rogers, Foreman/Streets Department
Role: Streets and utilities

Jonathan ltterly, Chief of Police

Role: Police and public safety Justin Coyle, P.E., Borough Engineer
Role: Engineering Consultant

Jonathan Rossi, Emergency Management

Coordinator Gerald Gasda, Interim Borough Manager

Role: Emergency coordination Role: Manager, coordinate project

Dave Guidon, Public Works Supervisor
Role: Streets and utilities

2. ldentify community stakeholders (neighborhood groups, religious groups, major employers/businesses, etc.) that will be
informed and/or involved in the planning process and describe how they will be involved.

The Borough will attempt to connect with Community Groups, such as the Old Freemansburg Association and one or
more of the Homeowners Associations located in the Borough to seek their input and suggestions. Contact will be made
with church officers.

3. Describe how the public will be engaged in the current planning process (newsletters, social media, etc.) and how they
were engaged since the 2013 Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Contact with public groups or individuals will be solicited via newsletter, Facebook or other social media formats. Do not
have current information on religious groups but will gather for future contact and discussion.
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Freemansburg Borough Annex

Compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP)

Topic

Identify source of
information, if different
from the one listed

Additional Comments

1. Staff Resources

Is the Community Floodplain Administrator (FPA) or
NFIP Coordinator certified?

Community FPA

Outsourced Carroll Engineering

Is floodplain management an auxiliary function?

Community FPA

Auxiliary Function

Provide an explanation of NFIP administration
services (e.g., permit review, GIS, education or
outreach, inspections, engineering capability)

Community FPA

Development in the flood plain area would be sent to Borough
Engineer, Carroll Engineering for appropriate review.

What are the barriers to running an effective NFIP
program in the community, if any?

Community FPA

Administrative organization and cost of administering the program

2. Compliance History

Is the community in good standing with the NFIP?

State NFIP Coordinator,
FEMA NFIP Specialist, or
community records

yes

Are there any outstanding compliance issues (i.e.

current violations)? No none that are noted
When was the most recent Community Assistance

Visits (CAV) or Community Assistance Contact N/A unknown

(CAC)?

Is a CAV or CAC scheduled or needed? No unknown

3. Regulation

When did the community enter the NFIP?

NFIP Community Status
Book

2001 most recent revision 2014

Are the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) digital
or paper? How are residents assisted with
mapping?

Community FPA

Paper

Do floodplain regulations meet or exceed FEMA or
State minimum requirements? If so, in what ways?

Community FPA

plan meet minimum standards

Describe the permitting process.

Community FPA, State,
FEMA NFIP

Plan review through submission to Borough and reviewed for
compliance with NFIP by Borough Engineer
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Freemansburg Borough Annex
Compliance with the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) (continued)

Identify source of information, if different

Topic from the one listed Additional Comments
4. Insurance Summary
— - = -
How many NFIP poI|C|_es are in the community? State_ N_FIP Coordinator or FEMA NFIP 35 policies in community
What is the total premium and coverage? Specialist

How many claims have been paid in the
community? What is the total amount of paid

. - . FEMA NFIP or Insurance Specialist unknown
claims? How many substantial damage claims have
there been?
How many structures are exposed to flood risk Community FPA or GIS Analyst approximately 76 structures

within the community?

To the extent that there are 76 structures in the
flood risk area of the Borough and only 35 known
policies, the balance of properties would be of
significant financial risk in the event of a flood.

Describe any areas of flood risk with limited NFIP

policy coverage Community FPA or FEMA Insurance Specialist

5. Community Rating System (CRS)

Does the community participate in CRS? Community FPA, State, or FEMA NFIP

Flood Insurance Manual

. L Lo
If so, what is the community's CRS Class Ranking? (http://mww.fema.gov/floodinsurancemanual.gov)

What categories and activities provide CRS points
and how can the Class be improved?

Community FPA, FEMA CRS Coordinator, or

. . . ”
Does the plan include CRS planning requirements? ISO representative
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Freemansburg Borough Annex
COMMUNITY ASSETS

Community assets are defined to include anything that is important to the character and function of a community and can be
described in four categories: people, economy, natural environment and built environment. Please identify the community assets
and location under each category:

1. People
» Concentrations of vulnerable populations (e.g. elderly, physically or mentally disabled, non-English speakers, medically or
chemically dependent)

There are three group homes in the Community which may require special assistance in the event of an emergency.
They are all located outside of the designated flood zone. Additionally, there is a facility which assists chemically
dependent individuals in the Borough located in or near the flood zone.

Main Street in the Borough is a densely built and populated area consisting of older and historic structures which are
susceptible to flooding due to their proximity to the Lehigh River and Canal.

= Types of visiting populations where large numbers of people are concentrated (e.g. visitors for special events, students)

Special events with large gathering of people have occurred in Borough Parks, the FBTAA Baseball Field complex,
along the Canal Towpath and at the historic structures along the Canal sometimes in conjunction with the D & L Trail
and special events, such as marathon-type races along the Towpath.

2. Economy
Major employers, primary economic sectors (e.g. agriculture) and commercial centers where losses would have a severe

impact on the community.

While the Borough has a number of small businesses located within it Corporate limits none of those business could be
classified as a major employer.

3. Natural Environment

Those areas/features that can provide protective functions that reduce the magnitude of hazard events (e.g. wetlands,
riparian areas) and other environmental features important to protect.
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