
 

 

 

 

 
COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 

Tuesday, March 21st, 2023, 12:00 noon  
AGENDA 

 
THE MEETING CAN BE ACCESSED AT https://tinyurl.com/LVPC2023 OR VIA PHONE 610-
477-5793 Conf ID: 661 345 854#. 
 
Roll Call 
 
Ordinance/Plan Reviews and Information for March 2023: 

1. ACTION ITEM: Lower Nazareth Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – 523 
Planned Business Park (BGR) 

2. ACTION ITEM: Lower Nazareth Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – 
4215 Lonat Drive Development (BGR) 

3. ACTION ITEM: Lower Macungie Township – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – 
Mixed Use in the Highway Enterprise Zone (JS) 

4. ACTION ITEM: Lehigh Township – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Cluster 
Development Clarification (JS) 

5. ACTION ITEM: Williams Township – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Accessory 
Dwellings and Timber Harvesting (JS) 

6. ACTION ITEM: Allentown City – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Entertainment 
Venue Signs (SN) 

7. ACTION ITEM: Upper Saucon Township – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – 
Forestry Uses and Electric Vehicle Charging Stations (SN) 

8. ACTION ITEM: Upper Saucon Township – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – 
Chickens and other Amendments (BGR) 

9. ACTION ITEM: City of Bethlehem – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Rezoning 
Technology Drive (BGR) 

 
Next Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting: 

April 25, 2023 at 12:00 pm 
 





















 

 

 

 

 

March 9, 2023 
 
Ms. Lori Seese, Planning and Zoning Administrator  
Lower Nazareth Township 
623 Municipal Drive, Suite 220 
Nazareth, PA 18064 
 
Re: 4215 Lonat Drive – Land Use of Regional Significance  
Lower Nazareth Township 
Northampton County  
 
Dear Ms. Seese:  
 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at 
its Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, under the 
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Both meetings 
will be on:   
   
• LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting  

March 21, 2023 at 12:00 PM  

•       LVPC Full Commission Meeting  

March 23, 2023 at 7:00 PM 

 

The subject application is considered a Land Use of Regional Significance under  
FutureLV: The Regional Plan in the Warehouse, Logistics and Storage Facilities,  
Freight Facility, Local Freight Generator category. The applicant  
proposes the construction of a business development for a 72,850-square-foot  
warehouse and distribution facility with associated utilities and parking at 4215 Lonat  
Drive (PIN K7 21 2D-1).  
 
The LVPC offers the following comments: 
 
Transportation 
The proposal will generate 106 passenger vehicle, and 47 truck trips per day for a total 
of 153 overall daily trips. The intersection of Route 191 and the main access road, Lonat 
Drive, provides access to some industrial freight movement-centric companies. The 
overall condition and stability of increasing truck traffic along Lonat Drive should be 
studied, and a capital improvement plan, if not already existing, should incorporate or 
study Lonat Drive improvements.  
 
The LVPC recommends establishing or emphasizing existing truck routes at both Route 
191 and the Lonat Drive intersections to direct commercial vehicles to the safest and 



    
   

most efficient route to Route 33 and Route 22. The LVPC also recommends a 
comprehensive truck route study for all connections to Route 33 and Route 22.   
 
Route 191 (Nazareth Pike) is listed as a congested corridor in the congested 
management process document from 2016. The municipality and developer should 
engage with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT) on 
recommendations to mitigate traffic congestion and improve traffic flow along Route 191 
in the vicinity of the project (of FutureLV the Regional Plan Policies 2.2 and 3.2). 
 
The LVPC recommends that the emergency access lane on the western side be 
extended directly to the access driveway rather than to the parking lot. This would 
enable emergency response to access the rear of the building without interaction with 
passenger vehicles. This access should also be maintained during winter events to 
allow emergency personnel access at all times, and ensure it is not blocked by snow.  
 
Trailer spaces of 55 feet in length are shown on the plan, but a tractor-trailer connected 
is normally 70 feet in length.  
 
Long-duration Parking  
This is a truck-centric project and should provide onsite long-duration   
truck parking opportunities for drivers who may not be legally allowed to drive   
due to federal hours of vehicle operation requirements. A lack of truck parking is 
a regional concern that can be mitigated by providing opportunities for safe parking by 
the developers of such warehousing and logistics facilities. These types of buildings rely 
on trucks to supply and transport goods and services and their needs should be 
addressed during the development process.   
 
The accommodation of onsite longer-term duration parking would allow drivers and their 
equipment to be parked in a safer location than on the roadway (of Policy 2.4).  
The inclusion of truck charging and electric hookups in these long-duration parking 
areas will help prepare for the future of electric vehicles. Truck parking spaces should 
provide electrical hookups to limit idling, ensure compliance with the 2008 Pennsylvania 
Diesel Idling Law and support the improvement of air quality (of Policy 3.2). Additionally, 
electric charging opportunities should be planned for and integrated into the passenger 
vehicle parking lots to help plan for the future of electric vehicles. Most car 
manufacturers are eliminating internal combustion vehicle production within the next 20 
years (Policy 2.5). Trailers with refrigeration units are emerging with hybrid-run 
operations that enable an electric hookup to not rely on diesel fuel. Incorporating these 
features on-site can ‘reduce climate change impacts’ (Policy 3.4) by offsetting the air 
quality impacts generated by freight uses and tractor-trailer idling. 
 

Pennsylvania State Snow Removal Law 

The accumulation of snow and ice on top of tractor-trailers poses a safety hazard to 
other vehicles on the roadway, potentially resulting in serious injury and death. The 
2006 Pennsylvania Snow/Ice Removal Law requires the removal of snow and ice from 
all vehicles prior to leaving the site. Violators of this law are subject to state-related fines 
and penalties (Title 75 §3720, amended by Senate Bill 114). The developer should 



    
   

provide snow removal equipment on-site to remove snow from the tops of trucks and 
trailers as required by the Pennsylvania State Snow Removal Law to enable drivers to 
safely remove snow before departure and eliminate snow and ice shear while traveling 
on public roads (Policy 2.2).  
 
Driver Amenities  
Driver amenities such as restrooms, break rooms or driver lounges with tables, vending 
machines, and the ability to relax in a climate control environment should be included in 
the plans. These amenities support truck drivers, community health and safety, and 
noise and air pollution reductions. (Policy 3.4) 
 
The intersection of Routes 191 and 3020 (Newburg Rd) and the intersection of Route 
191 and Route 946 (Daniels Road) are the subjects of a Lehigh Valley Transportation 
Study (LVTS) Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) project MPMS Identification 
number 116936. The LVPC recommends that the developer coordinate with PennDOT 
and their project management consultant team to avoid any negative impact on the TIP 
and the proposal.    
 
Public Transportation  
The Lehigh and Northampton Transportation Authority (LANTA) provides fixed-route 
transportation directly to the project site vicinity, with a northbound/southbound bus stop 
pairing at the intersection of Route 191 and Lonat Drive, approximately .25 mile west of 
the entrance to the project site on Lonat Drive.  Given the frequent truck activity for the 
current and future uses of properties along Lonat Drive, the LVPC recommends 
improved pedestrian access along Lonat Drive and throughout the proposed project site 
to allow employees and users of the site to access public transportation on Route 191. 
For any questions, please contact LANTA directly at 610-439-1376 or LANTA 
Planner/Land Use Specialist Molly Wood mwood@lantabus-pa.gov. 
 
Sidewalks  
The LVPC recommends that the developer construct a sidewalk along the access 
driveway so pedestrians would not have to access the vehicle driveway to walk 
internally to the site around the building’s vehicle access driveways.   
 
Agricultural Lands in a Farmland Preservation Area  
Although this parcel is zoned as General Industrial on the Official Zoning Map for the 
Lower Nazareth Township the parcel is designated as agriculture in a Farmland 
Preservation Area based on the General Land Use Plan. These areas are 
recommended to remain agriculture. The types of uses recommended include 
agriculture and related housing and businesses, parks and open space, and housing 
not related to agriculture on a very limited scale. Farmland preservation is preferred 
(General Land Use Plan Page 52). 
 
Karst 
Mapping provided by the Bureau of Topographic and Geologic Survey at the 
Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources indicates the 

mailto:mwood@lantabus-pa.gov


    
   

extensive presence of karsts in the form of surface depressions on the site. The LVPC 
advises the applicant to ensure proper geotechnical testing prior to any land 
development, to ‘minimize environmental impacts of development to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the public’ (Policy 3.2).   
 
On Lot Sewage  
The LVPC discourages the use of package sewage treatment plants (of Policy 3.2) to 
minimize environmental impacts of development to protect the health, safety, and 
welfare of the public.  
 
Stormwater Review  
The project site is located within the Monocacy Creek watershed. This watershed has a 
fully implemented Act 167 Stormwater Management Ordinance. Comments relative to 
our review of the project’s stormwater management plan are included as attachment 1.  
 
Municipalities, when considering subdivision/land developments, should reasonably 
attempt to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the 
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304 
& §306(a), Article VI§603(j)]. The LVPC review does not include an in-depth 
examination of plans relative to subdivision design standards or ordinance requirements 
since these items are covered in the municipal review. 
 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Bambi Griffin Rivera 

Senior Community and Regional Planner 

 

 
Brian Hite 

Transportation Planner  

 
Patrick Osei 

Director of Transportation and Data 

 
cc: Northampton Farms LLC, Applicant;  

The Pidcock Company, Project Engineer/Surveyor;  
Albert Kortze, Township Engineer;  
Denjam Khadka, LVPC Senior Civil/Environmental Engineer; 
Steve Neratko, LVPC Chief Community and Regional Planner;  
Geoffrey A. Reese, PE, LVPC Master Planner and Engineer; 
Dean Severson, AICP, LVPC Director of Regional Planning 



 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
March XX, 2023 
 
Nathan Jones, Director of Planning and Community Development 
Lower Macungie Township 
3400 Brookside Road 
Macungie, PA 18062 
 
RE:  Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Mixed Use in Highway Enterprise Zone 

Lower Macungie Township 
 Lehigh County 
 
Dear Mr. Jones: 
 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at its 
Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, though discussion on 
agenda items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual, and we 
encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the Commission 
meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting participation details 
are below: 

• LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting 
o March 21, 2023 at 12:00 PM 
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html 

• LVPC Full Commission Meeting 
o March 23, 2023 at 7:00 PM 
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html 

The subject zoning ordinance amendment proposes to amend the Township Zoning Ordinance 
by permitting mixed-use development as a conditional use in the Highway Enterprise (HE) 
Zoning District, with related regulations. Per the proposed amendment to the Township Zoning 
Ordinance, a mixed-use development would include two or more mixed-use structures 
consisting of residential units at a maximum density of 12 units per acre and non-residential 
buildings between 20,000 square feet and 75,000 square feet. At least two mixed-use structures 
must have commercial, dining or other permitted non-residential uses on the first floor. 
 
The proposal supports the intent of the Township’s Highway Enterprise Zoning District to 
provide desirable locations for modern and innovative commercial, service or amusement uses. 
Allowing mixed-use development in the HE Zoning District aligns with the intent of FutureLV: 
The Regional Plan to ‘increase density of residential and mixed-use development in centers’ (of 
Policy 1.2), and supports the Plan Southwest Lehigh Community Design action ‘Promote mixed-
uses subject to guidelines that foster design quality and appropriate density’ (page 125) as a 
way of creating a maintainable balance of uses in commercial corridors.  
 
Additionally, allowing mixed use development as a conditional enables the Township to ensure 
that proposals align with the community’s vision on a case-by-case basis, and exemplifies best 
practices in the land use regulatory process (of Policy 1.4). 
 



    
   

 

Municipalities from the Plan Southwest Lehigh Multi-municipal Comprehensive Plan are copied 
on this letter to further ‘coordinate land use decisions across municipal boundaries’ (Policy 1.4). 
 
Municipalities, when considering ordinance and map amendments, should reasonably attempt 
to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304 & §306(a), Article 
VI§603(j)]. Please send a copy of any final amendments that are adopted, per the requirements 
of the MPC.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jillian Seitz 
Senior Community Planner 
 
 
cc:  David Brooman, Township Solicitor, Renea Flexer, Township Secretary 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
March XX, 2023 
 
Ms. Alice A. Rehrig, Manager 
Lehigh Township  
1069 Municipal Road 
Walnutport, PA 18088 

 

RE: Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Cluster Development Clarification 
Lehigh Township 

 Northampton County 
 

Dear Ms. Rehrig: 

 

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at 

its Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the 

requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on 

agenda items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual, 

and we encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the 

Commission meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting 

participation details are below: 

 

• LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting  
o March 21, 2023 at 12:00 PM  
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html  

• LVPC Full Commission Meeting  
o March 23, 2023 at 7:00 PM  
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html  

 
The amendment proposes to revise the Township Zoning Ordinance pertaining to the 
Agriculture/Rural Residential Zone, Village Residential Zone, and cluster development. 
The proposed revisions are to clarify the ordinance text and resolve discrepancies and 
do not change the intent of the existing ordinance regulations. While the proposed 
amendment is generally a matter of local concern, clarifying ordinance language is a 
best practice and aligns with the intent of FutureLV: The Regional Plan to promote 
efficient development and local government processes (of Policy 1.4). 
 
Municipalities, when considering ordinance and map amendments, should reasonably 
attempt to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the 
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304 

https://lvpc.org/meetings.html
https://lvpc.org/meetings.html


    
   

 

& §306(a), Article VI§603(j)]. Please send a copy of any final amendments that are 
adopted, per the requirements of the MPC. 
If you have any questions regarding this review, please do not hesitate to call.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jillian Seitz 
Senior Community Planner 
 

 

cc:  David M. Backenstoe, Township Solicitor 

  

 



 

 

 
 
 

 
 

March 15, 2023 
 
Mr. Jonathan J. Reiss 
Grim, Biehn & Thatcher 
104 S. Sixth Street 
P.O. Box 215 
Perkasie, PA 18944-00215 
 
RE: Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Accessory Dwellings and Forestry Activities 

Williams Township 
Northampton County 

 
Dear Mr. Reiss: 
 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at its 
Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the 
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on 
agenda items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual, 
and we encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the 
Commission meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting 
participation details are below: 
 

• LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting  
o March 21, 2023 at 12:00 PM  
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html  

• LVPC Full Commission Meeting  
o March 23, 2023 at 7:00 PM  
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html  

 

The subject application proposes amending the Township Zoning Ordinance pertaining to 

accessory dwellings and forestry activities and is a revised version of a proposed zoning 

ordinance amendment the LVPC previously reviewed in a letter dated January 12, 2023. 

The proposal amends regulations pertaining to timber harvesting to further align with the 

Pennsylvania Office of Attorney General memorandum, with additional minor formatting 

edits. The LVPC commends the Township for using a recommended model ordinance 

which is a best practice for local governments (of Policy 1.4) and aligns with the intent of 

FutureLV: The Regional Plan to “promote sustainable stewardship of natural lands” (of 

Policy 3.1). 
 

Municipalities, when considering ordinance amendments, should reasonably attempt to be 

consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the Pennsylvania 

https://lvpc.org/meetings.html
https://lvpc.org/meetings.html


    
   

 

Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304 & §306(a), Article 

VI§603(j)]. Please send a copy of any final amendments that are adopted, per the 

requirements of the MPC. 

 
If you have any questions regarding the content of this letter, please do not hesitate to call.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jillian Seitz 
Senior Community Planner 
 
 
CC: Mikal Sabatine, Township Manager 
 Katherine Faubert, Township Administrative Assistant 
 



 

 
 
 
 
March 10, 2023 
 
Michael Hanlon, City Clerk 
Allentown City 
435 West Hamilton Street 
Allentown, PA 18101 
 
RE:  Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Entertainment Venue Signs 

Allentown City 
 Lehigh County 
 
Dear Mr. Hanlon: 
 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at its 
Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, though discussion on 
agenda items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual, and we 
encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the Commission 
meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting participation details 
are below: 

 LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting 
o March 21, 2023 at 12:00 PM 

 LVPC Full Commission Meeting 
o March 23, 2023 at 7:00 PM 

The subject zoning ordinance amendment proposes changes in the B-2 district, allowing 
‘entertainment venue signage’ on properties that serve live entertainment for 500 or more 
customers at time, between 9th and 10th street on Hamilton.  This is already allowed on Hamilton 
Street properties between 5th and 6th streets.  While the matter is largely a matter of local 
concern, the amendment is generally consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan as it 
demonstrates ‘the evolution and adaptability of government’ (of Policy 1.1), ‘directs growth by 
establishing a network of mixed-use centers’ (of Policy 1.2), ‘revitalizes historic centers’ (of 
Policy 5.3) and increases ‘cultural and artistic opportunities’ (of Policy 4.2). 
 
Municipalities, when considering ordinance and map amendments, should reasonably attempt 
to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304 & §306(a), Article 
VI§603(j)]. Please send a copy of any final amendments that are adopted, per the requirements 
of the MPC.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Steve Neratko 
Chief Community Planner  
 
cc:  Matt Tuerk, Mayor; Vicky Kistler, Community and Eonomic Development Director; 

Jennifer Gomez, Planning Director; Dennis M. McCarthy, Esq., Davison & McCarthy 



 

 
 
 
 
 
March 2, 2023 
 
Trisha Lang, Director of Community Development 
Upper Saucon Township 
5500 Camp Meeting Road 
Center Valley, PA 18034 
 
RE:  Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Forestry Uses/Electric Vehicle Charging Stations 

Upper Saucon Township 
 Lehigh County 
 
Dear Ms. Lang: 
 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at its 
Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, though discussion on 
agenda items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual, and we 
encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the Commission 
meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting participation details 
are below: 

 LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting 
o March 21, 2023 at 12:00 PM 

 LVPC Full Commission Meeting 
o March 23, 2023 at 7:00 PM 

The subject zoning ordinance amendment proposes changes to the Upper Saucon Township 
Zoning Ordinance, by removing language regarding forestry uses and substituting new 
regulations are based on Penn State’s model ordinance, as well as making other necessary 
changes throughout the document relating to forestry, as well as electric vehicle charging 
stations.   
 
Forestry uses are ultimately governed by the state, and the Township should ensure that any 
changes adhere to the State’s regulations.  In accordance with state law, forestry and timber 
activities are permitted by right in every zone in a municipality.  The proposed amendment 
revises all sections of the zoning ordinance relating to forestry and related activities in order to 
address recommendations made by the Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney General. 
Regardless, regulations should also consider the preservation of natural areas (of Policy 1.1) 
and maintaining regional character (of Policy 1.3) and the LVPC commends the Township in 
requiring a Timber Harvesting Plan for such activities.   
 
In addition, the amendment adds Electric Vehicle Charging Stations (EVCS) to the list of 
permitted accessory uses in certain situations within Residential, Commercial, Industrial and 
Enterprise zoning districts.  This is especially significant considering the rise in electric vehicles 
and the need for charging stations for these vehicles.  The proposal adds related definitions, 
including three types of EVCS based on voltage charging levels.  These amendments align with 
the intent of FutureLV: The Regional Plan to ‘advance autonomous and electric vehicle 
technologies’ (of Policy 2.5) and ‘promote best practices in land use regulation and efficiency’ 
(of Policy 1.4).   



    
   

Electric Vehicles have become commonplace on the road and are becoming increasingly 
prevalent each year. Vehicle registration data provided by the Pennsylvania Department of 
Transportation (PennDOT) indicates that from 2017-2021, the combined registrations of all-
electric and hybrid vehicles have increased by 163%, and all-electric vehicle registrations have 
increased by more than seven times within that same period. More vehicle manufacturers are 
releasing electric-powered models, and the demand for supporting infrastructure is growing 
rapidly. FutureLV identifies energy diversification as a Future Force, stating that ‘Municipal 
governments will need to develop new zoning, development categories and amend 
comprehensive plans and official maps to adapt to a new energy future’ (page 39: Future 
Forces – Energy Diversification). 
 
The proposed ordinance amendment lays the groundwork for the Township to support the 
advancement of transportation technologies and regulate electric vehicle charging stations, 
especially at the commercial scale that is needed to support future advancements. The LVPC 
applauds the Township for its exemplary regional leadership and demonstrating evolution of 
government (of Policy 1.1) by being an early adopter of EVCS ordinance standards. 
 
Municipalities, when considering ordinance and map amendments, should reasonably attempt 
to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the Pennsylvania 
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304 & §306(a), Article 
VI§603(j)]. Please send a copy of any final amendments that are adopted, per the requirements 
of the MPC.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.   
 
Sincerely, 

 
Steve Neratko 
Chief Community Planner  
 
cc:  Thomas Beil, Township Manager 



 

 

 

 

 

 

February 22, 2023 

 
 
Ms. Patricia Lang, AICP  
Director of Community Development  
Upper Saucon Township 
5500 Camp Meeting Road 
Center Valley, PA 18034 
 
 
Re: Proposed Ordinance No. 141-Z 
Zoning Ordinance Amendment   
Upper Saucon Township 
 
Dear Ms. Lang: 
 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at 
its Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the 
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on 
agenda items primarily takes place during the Committee meeting. Both meetings will 
be virtual and held on:  
 

• LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting 

o March 21, 2023, at 12:00 PM 

 

• LVPC Full Commission Meeting 

o March 23, 2023, at 7:00 PM 

The Zoning Ordinance Amendment would serve two purposes. The first is to revise 
Section 464.B relating to the responsibilities of persons authorized to keep chickens for 
noncommercial purposes as an accessory use in Rural Residential (R-1) and Suburban 
Residential (R-2). This would add a requirement that such persons are responsible for 
the extermination of any pests in the area occupied by chickens.  
 
“Each applicant shall be responsible for the extermination of insects, rodents, vermin, or 
other pests in all areas of premises occupied by chickens including, but not limited to, 
Coops or Pens.” 
 
The second is to revise Section 103.3 Article 1, titled “Background Provisions relating to 
the applicability of the zoning ordinance to the Township to further clarify situations 
when the Township is exempt from the Zoning Ordinance.  



    
   

 
This would delete Section 103.3 in its entirety and substitute the following. “This 
Ordinance shall not apply to any existing or proposed uses, land, buildings, structures, 
signs, or extensions thereof, occupied by, owned by, let by, leased by, or operated, in 
whole or in part, by any of the following entities: 
 
A. the Township; 
 
B. the Upper Saucon Sewage Treatment Authority; and/or 
 
C. the Upper Saucon Township Municipal Authority  
 

These proposed amendments demonstrate ‘evolution and adaptability of government’ 

(of Policy 1.1) while supporting and supports urban farming which aligns with Policy 5.3.  

 
The LVPC review does not include an in-depth examination of plans relative to 
subdivision design standards or ordinance requirements since these items are covered 
in the municipal review.  
 
The LVPC review does not include an in-depth examination of plans relative to 
subdivision design standards or ordinance requirements since these items are covered 
in the municipal review. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Bambi Griffin Rivera 

Senior Community and Regional Planner 

 
cc: Thomas F. Beil, Upper Saucon Township Secretary/Manager  



 

 
 
 
 

 

February 22, 2023 

 
Ms. Darlene Heller, Director of Planning and Zoning  
City of Bethlehem 
10 E. Church Street 
Bethlehem, PA 18018 
 
Re: 119 Technology Drive 
Rezoning Industrial Development to Central Business 
City of Bethlehem 
 
Dear Ms. Heller: 
 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at 
its Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the 
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on 
agenda items primarily takes place during the Committee meeting. Both meetings will 
be virtual and held on:  
 

• LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting 

o March 21, 2023, at 12:00 PM 

 

• LVPC Full Commission Meeting 

o March 23, 2023, at 7:00 PM 

The rezoning review is for a parcel of land located at 119 Technology Drive, the subject 
property is at the confluence of the Philip J. Fahy Memorial Bridge, East 2nd Street, and 
Columbia Street in South Bethlehem. The location is currently zoned Industrial 
Redevelopment (IR) and abuts a Central Business (CB) to the West and to the South. 
This site is one block from the main retail corridor on 3rd Street.   
 
The re-zoning is requested for a future development that would include 240 apartment 
units.  
 
According to the City of Bethlehem Zoning Ordinance, Part 13 Last Revised August 17, 
2022 (CBZO) the CB Zoning area is intended, ‘To provide for an orderly coordinated 
development of varied commercial business and office uses in combination with limited 
intensive residential development in the central business areas of North Bethlehem and 
South Bethlehem, and to encourage excellence of design in the development of 
properties. To promote pedestrian-friendly uses, as opposed to uses that are auto 
dependent.’  



    
   

 
The LVPC review does not include an in-depth examination of plans relative to 

subdivision design standards or ordinance requirements since these items are covered 

in the municipal review. The LVPC provides comments based on FutureLV the Regional 

Plan. The municipal review will determine if the intended purpose of the rezoning fits 

within the definition of ‘limited intensive residential development’ (CBZO) and if the 

possible future development would ‘promote pedestrian-friendly uses, as opposed to 

uses that are auto dependent’ (CBZO).  

  
If the future development would be designed in alignment with the objectives of this 
Ordinance the rezoning of this parcel would align with multiple goals and policies of 
FutureLV the Regional Plan such as, “Integrate mixed transportation into public space 
design’, ‘Improve connections between bus stops and pedestrian and bicycle 
infrastructure.” (both of Policy 5.2), “Promote revitalization of walkable historic centers’, 
(of Policy 5.3), and ‘Promote development that complements the unique history, 
environment, culture and needs of the Valley’ (of Policy 5.4).  
 
It would also align with Policy 1.4 to ‘encourage an efficient development process that is 
responsive to regional needs’ and support a core strategy of FutureLV to increase 
density in urban areas using infill development (Density Special Section, page 71).  
 
Municipalities, when considering Zoning Ordinance Amendments, should reasonably 

attempt to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the 

Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304 

& §306(a), Article VI§603(j)].  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Bambi Griffin Rivera 

Senior Community and Regional Planner 

 
 
 
cc: Tad J. Miller, City Clerk 
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