COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING
Tuesday, April 20 at 12:00 noon
AGENDA
DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC WE WILL NOT BE MEETING IN-PERSON. THE
MEETING CAN BE ACCESSED AT http://tiny.cc/CP2021mtgs OR VIA PHONE 610477-5793 Conf ID: 831 716 971#
Roll Call
Ordinance/Plan Reviews and Information for April 2021:
1. South Whitehall Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Parkway
Manor Elementary School (SS)
2. Lower Macungie Township – Land Use of Regional Significance –
Mertztown Residential Subdivision (JS)
3. City of Bethlehem – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – OMU Zoning District
Design Standards (JS)
4. City of Bethlehem – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Multi-Family
Development in CB and CL District (JS)
5. City of Bethlehem – Zoning Map Amendment – 1852 West Market Street
Rezoning (JS)
6. Moore Township – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Short Term Rentals (SS)
Other Business
1. Recognitions
a. Coalition for Appropriate Transportation – Walk/RollLV: Active
Transportation Plan
b. Governor’s Award for Local Government Excellence for Innovative
Planning + Sound Land Use Practices for FutureLV: The Regional Plan
i. Ceremony – May 19, 9:00 AM
2. Engagement and Participation (MA)
Next Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting:
May 25, 2021 at 12:00 pm
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April 1, 2021

Mr. David Manhardt, Director
Community Development Department
South Whitehall Township
4444 Walbert Avenue
Allentown, Pennsylvania 18104

RE:

Parkway Manor Elementary School Student Drop-Off Improvements –
Land Use of Regional Significance
South Whitehall Township
Lehigh County

Dear Mr. Manhardt:
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at
its Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on
agenda items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual,
and we encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the
Commission meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting
participation details are below:
•
•

LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting
o April 20, 2021 at 12:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html
LVPC Full Commission Meeting
o April 22, 2021 at 7:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html

The subject application is considered a Land Use of Regional Significance under
FutureLV: The Regional Plan as an educational facility. The subject application
proposes the construction of a new student drop-off facility to replace existing,
undersized infrastructure. The project is located at 768 Parkway Road (parcel number
547696166892).
This proposal is generally consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan because it is
located in a Development area of the General Land Use Plan, a Multimodal Accessibility
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Buffer of the Transportation Plan and serves to ‘improve transportation performance
measures’ (of Policy 2.6) through quality, sustainable design (of Policy 1.2).
The LVPC offers the following additional comments:
Traffic Management and Safety
The LVPC applauds the proposal, which is designed to improve traffic management
on the project site through inclusion of on-site vehicle stacking and will reduce
congestion in the adjacent Parkway Road. The proposed design serves as an
example of how an educational facility can simultaneously ‘right-size transportation
infrastructure projects’ (of Policy. 2.2) and ‘promote context-specific design solutions’
(of Policy 5.4).
Multimodal Accessibility
The LVPC commends inclusion of the proposed sidewalk along the Parkway Road,
which serves to ‘support pedestrian-scale development’ (of Policy 1.2) and allows for
access to the nearby Lehigh and Northampton Transportation Authority (LANTA)
transit stop at the intersection with Tilghman Street.
Bicycle storage racks are encouraged within the site are encouraged to strengthen
bicycle infrastructure (of Policy 5.3).
Transportation Considerations
Tilghman Street, which is in close proximity to the project site through the
intersection with Parkway Road, is a high-volume corridor. Additionally, the corridor
is identified as a 2040 Congested Corridor in the Congestion Management Process
plan. The proposal’s design will mitigate impacts to Tilghman Street through its
implementation of traffic-calming measures (of Policy 5.1).
The LVPC notes that there is an interchange improvement project for Route 309,
from the Interstate 78 interchange ramps to the Route 22 interchange ramps.
Associated improvements to Tilghman Street begin at the intersection with Parkway
Road.
Green Design
The location of proposed sidewalks along Parkway Road intentionally avoids
existing, mature trees so that they can be retained. This design is commendable and
serves to ‘mitigate the effects of climate change’ (of Policy 1.3) and ‘minimize
environmental impacts of development to protect the health, safety and welfare of
the public (Policy 3.2).
The LVPC has copied appropriate representatives from neighboring municipalities for
this land use of regional significance to ‘coordinate land use decisions across municipal
boundaries’ (Policy 1.4).
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Municipalities, when considering subdivision/land developments, should reasonably
attempt to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304
& §306(a), Article VI§603(j)]. The LVPC review does not include an in-depth
examination of plans relative to subdivision design standards or ordinance requirements
since these items are covered in the municipal review.
If this proposal moves forward for approval, please call or email myself or another
Community Planning staff person for information on how to obtain LVPC signatures on
the final plans.

Sincerely,

Samantha Smith
Samantha Smith
Chief Community Planner
cc:

Renee C. Bickel, SPHR, South Whitehall Township Manager
Gregg Adams, South Whitehall Township Planner
Scott Pidcock, PE, South Whitehall Township Engineer
Anthony Tallarida, PE, South Whitehall Township Engineer
David Keppel, Parkland School District Director School Services
Jonathan Rogers, EIT, KCE Inc.
Scott Pasterski, PE, KCE Inc.
Irene Woodward, Allentown Director of Planning & Zoning
Thomas Beil, Lower Macungie Township Planning Commission Chair
Lee A. Rackus, Whitehall Township Planning, Zoning & Development Bureau Chief
Brian Horwith, North Whitehall Planning Commission Chair
Charles Deprill, Upper Macungie Planning Commission Chair
Molly Wood, LANTA Planner/Land Use Specialist
Garrett Cook, Lehigh County Conservation District Engineer
Geoffrey Reese, LVPC Director of Environmental Planning
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ATTACHMENT 1
Act 167 Drainage Plan Review
April 1, 2021

Re: Parkway Manor Elementary School Student Drop-off Improvements
Plans Dated March 3, 2021
South Whitehall Township
Lehigh County
The proposed storm drainage concept presented in the plans dated March 3, 2021 and storm drainage
calculations dated February 23, 2021 has been reviewed for consistency with the Little Lehigh Creek
Watershed Act 167 Storm Water Management Ordinance, June 1999. A checklist of the Act 167 review items
is attached for your information. As indicated on the checklist, each item of the Drainage Plan has been
reviewed for consistency with the Act 167 Ordinance. A brief narrative of the review findings is as follows:
The proposed development is located within drainage district 176 of the Little Lehigh Creek
Watershed as delineated in the Act 167 Plan. As such, the runoff control criteria for the site
are a 30% Release Rate for the 2-year storm and a 70% Release Rate for the 10-, 25- and
100-year return period storms. Based on review of the plans and calculations, the following
deficiencies are noted. The drainage areas used for the pre-and post-development
calculations need to match. The point of interest numbering is incorrect on the postdevelopment drainage area map. The impervious cover associated with drainage areas 3 and
4 need to be verified. The 427.5 elevation contour used for calculating the volume of the pond
in point of interest 1 needs to be shown on the plans, and the basin should be routed for the
10- through 100-year events. The calculations need to verify that the 15-inch pipe connecting
the two parts of the detention basin is sufficient to equalize flow between the basins. The
summary table for drainage point 2 needs to be clarified as a simple pre- versus postdevelopment comparison. Therefore, the Drainage Plan has been found to be inconsistent
with the Act 167 requirements.
Note that only those details of the Drainage Plan included on the checklist have been covered by this
review. Therefore, notable portions of the Drainage Plan not reviewed include any aspect of the postconstruction storm water management plan concerning water quality, the details and design of any
proposed water quality BMPs, the Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan and the details of the
runoff collection system (piping). These items are reviewed by the municipal engineer and/or others, as
applicable.
Once the outlined issues have been addressed, the revised plans, completed application form and
appropriate review fee will need to be resubmitted to our office. Please call me with any questions regarding
these comments.
Sincerely yours,

Geoffrey A. Reese, PE
Director of Environmental Planning
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LVPC ACT 167 REVIEW CHECKLIST
Development Name: Parkway Manor E.S. Student Drop-off Improvements
Municipality:
South Whitehall Township
Date:
April 1, 2021

Watershed:
Reviewer:
Checked by:

Ordinance
Reference

Consistency
w/Ordinance
Yes No N/A

Item

301.A-G. General storm water management requirements.................................. X /

/

H. Consideration of volume controls ......................................................... X /
302.A,B. Applicable Storm Water Management Provisions

/

Little Lehigh Creek
Geoffrey A. Reese, PE

Comment

176
30%/70%
Criteria
RR
Criteria Key: RR = release rate; CND = conditional no detention
Subarea(s)

303.A.
B.
C.
D.
E,F.
K.
L.
M.
N.

Design consistency with applicable provisions from 302.A. and B ........
/ X /
Mapping of Storm Water Management District Boundaries .................. X /
/
Downstream capacity analysis .............................................................
/
/X
Multiple discharge points within a single subarea .................................
/ X /
Multiple discharge points within multiple subareas ...............................
/
/X
Documentation of no increase in peak or volume .................................
/
/X
Documentation of “no harm” downstream ............................................
/
/X
Regional or subregional detention analysis ..........................................
/
/X
Capacity improvements analysis ..........................................................
/
/X

See Attachment 1 for details.

304.A.
B.
C.
E.
F.
G.
H.
I.
K.
L.

Computation method (rational or soil-cover-complex) .......................... X /
/
Verification of detention design by routing ............................................
/ X /
Minimum detention pond freeboard specifications ................................
/ X /
Soil-cover-complex method design rainfall ........................................... X / /
Rainfall intensities for rational method ..................................................
/
/X
Curve Numbers for soil-cover-complex method ....................................
/ X /
Runoff coefficients for the rational method ...........................................
/
/X
Volume control storage volume ............................................................
/
/X
Common time of concentration.............................................................
/
/X
Manning equation to calculate watercourse capacity ............................ X /
/

Soil-cover-complex method used.
See Attachment 1 for details.
See Attachment 1 for details.

403.

Drainage Plan Contents .......................................................................

See Attachment 1 for details.

/ X /

See Attachment 1 for details.

See Attachment 1 for details.

6

April 14, 2021
Mr. Thomas Beil, Chair
Lower Macungie Township Planning Commission
3400 Brookside Road
Macungie, Pennsylvania 18062
RE:

Mertztown Residential Subdivision – Land Use of Regional Significance
Lower Macungie Township
Lehigh County

Dear Mr. Beil:
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at its
Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on agenda
items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual, and we
encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the Commission
meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting participation details
are below:
•

•

LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting
o April 20, 2021 at 12:00 PM
o Meeting information: https://www.lvpc.org/meetings.html
LVPC Full Commission Meeting
o April 22, 2021 at 7:00 PM
o Meeting information: https://www.lvpc.org/meetings.html

The subject application is considered a Land Use of Regional Significance under FutureLV: The
Regional Plan as a large residential development greater than 300 units. The subject
application proposes to construct a residential community consisting of 264 single-family
detached dwellings and 136 townhouses at Mertztown Road and Butz Road (parcel numbers
545492191847 and 546403301298).
The project site is located within the Preservation Buffer of the General Land Use Plan of
FutureLV: The Regional Plan, which are areas where preservation is preferable, however
certain factors may be present that are able to accommodate additional development. The
subject location is capable of accommodating the proposed development due to the availability
of public utility infrastructure, and the site is contiguous to existing development. Additionally,
the existing zoning designation of ‘Urban’ and ‘Urban Residential Overlay’ zoning districts on the
site indicates the Township’s anticipation of development in this location. However, certain
aspects of the proposal that will increase the long-term viability of the project for both the
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Township and developer present the opportunity for improvement:
Housing Attainability and Equity Considerations
The LVPC’s 2020 Equity Analysis indicates that the proposed development is located within
a Census Tract (63.02) that overall has Very High access to opportunity. Additionally, the
project site is located in proximity to existing industrial developments that offer relatively
lower-wage job opportunities.
The LVPC commends the diverse range of housing types included in the proposal and
strongly encourages the Township to work with the developer to ensure housing
opportunities are accessible for a wide range of individuals and households at a variety of
income levels. FutureLV advocates for communities to ‘promote mixed-income
neighborhoods’, and this location provides an opportunity to ‘expand housing options near
employment areas’ (of Policy 4.5).
Transportation Impacts
The LVPC reviewed a traffic impact study (TIS) for the proposal, originally submitted in
2014. The project is anticipated to generate an average of 3,527 trips per day, 638 fewer
trips than the original proposal, based on the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) Trip
Generation Manual, 10th Edition. The LVPC encourages the Township to consider roadway
and traffic control-related improvements that would help to mitigate these impacts and
improve the level of service for affected corridors and intersections, to ‘support the
expansion of technology, communications and utilities to reduce travel demands and
optimize traffic flow’ (of Policy 2.5).
The LVPC commends the proposed extensions of Travers and Bridgeton Roads, connecting
the project to the adjacent residential development, which ‘encourage an interconnected
street network’ (of Policy 2.2).
Multimodal Accessibility
The LVPC commends the applicant for the thorough inclusion of sidewalks along the
proposed internal roadways and recommends extension of the internal sidewalks along the
property frontages. Butz Road, in particular, should be improved with the same shoulder
width as exists for a small portion of the road south of Ash Lane. Additional sidewalks along
this roadway would encourage multimodal transportation opportunities and ‘promote safe
and secure community design’ (Policy 5.1).
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Project Site

The LVPC commends the pedestrian trail proposed in the southeastern portion of the site
that both ‘creates community spaces that promote physical and mental health’ and facilitates
improved connections to the proposed regional land trail along the Little Lehigh Creek
(Policy 5.3).
Open Space and Sustainability
The applicant is to be commended for the inclusion of street trees and the integration of
natural landscaping throughout open space areas within the project site which serve to
‘reduce climate change impacts through mitigation and adaptation’ (Policy 3.4). Further
inclusion of outdoor amenities such as benches and gazebos would encourage use and
enjoyment throughout the year. These outdoor amenities and recreational opportunities
provide widespread access to green spaces that support the physical and mental health of
residents and visitors alike (of Policy 5.3).
A portion of the project site is located within a floodplain; however, the additional area of the
project site is highly prone to flooding, only to be made worse by the substantial increase in
impervious surface as the region’s climate turns wetter and wetter. The LVPC strongly
recommends that the developer consider opportunities to incorporate green infrastructure
into the project design, such as pervious pavements, to ‘minimize environmental impacts of
development to protect the health, safety and welfare of the public’ (Policy 3.2).
Stormwater
The project site is located within the Little Lehigh Creek Watershed. This watershed has a

9

fully implemented Act 167 Stormwater Management Ordinance. Comments relative to our
review of the project’s stormwater management plan are included as Attachment 1.
Municipalities, when considering subdivision/land developments, should reasonably attempt to
be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304 & §306(a), Article VI§603(j)]. The
LVPC review does not include an in-depth examination of plans relative to subdivision design
standards or ordinance requirements since these items are covered in the municipal review.
The LVPC has copied appropriate representatives from all adjacent municipalities and
Southwest Lehigh County Multi-Municipal Comprehensive Plan partner agencies in order to
further ‘coordinate land use decisions across municipal boundaries’ (of Policy 1.4).
Should this proposal move forward for approval, please call or email myself or another
Community Planning staff person for information on how to obtain LVPC signatures on the final
plans.
Sincerely,

Jillian Seitz
Senior Community Planner

cc:
Nathan Jones, Lower Macungie Township Director of Planning/Community Development; Bryan
McAdam, PE, Lower Macungie Township Engineer (CKS Engineers); Brent Tucker, PE, Pidcock
Company; Howard Kutzler, Jaindl Land Company; Sharon Trexler, Alburtis Borough Manager; Michael
Gibson, Emmaus Borough Planning Commission Chair; Emily Fucci, Lower Milford Zoning and Planning
Director; Robert Glisson, Macungie Borough Manager; Brian Miller, Upper Milford Planning Coordinator;
Charles Deprill, Upper Macungie Township Planning Commission Chair; David Manhardt, South Whitehall
Township Planning Director; Kerry Rabold, Salisbury Township Planning/Zoning Officer

10

April 7, 2021
Darlene Heller, AICP
Director of Planning and Zoning
10 East Church Street
Bethlehem, PA 18018
RE:

Zoning Ordinance Amendment – OMU Zoning District Design Standards
City of Bethlehem
Northampton County

Dear Ms. Heller:
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at
its Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on
agenda items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual,
and we encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the
Commission meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting
participation details are below:
•
•

LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting
o April 20, 2021 at 12:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html
LVPC Full Commission Meeting
o April 22, 2021 at 7:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html

The privately proposed zoning ordinance amendment refers specifically to a property
located at 1170 8th Avenue, a key redevelopment site that is one of the most accessible
locations in the region. The amendments are intended for a specific site but, the
proposal would affect the entirety of the OMU Zoning District and any properties that
may be zoned as OMU in the future. Because the proposed amendment, if adopted
would affect more than one property and this zoning amendment proposal is directly
related to a development plan for specific site the LVPC recommends the developer
seek a variance from the Bethlehem Zoning Hearing Board, where the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code directs requests for relief. Following the legally-defined
process for site specific zoning issues supports ‘an efficient development process that is
responsive to regional needs’ (Policy 1.4) in accordance with FutureLV: The Regional
Plan, without causing potential adverse effects to the entire zoning district and adjacent
neighborhood.
Municipalities, when considering ordinance and map amendments, should reasonably
attempt to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the
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Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304
& §306(a), Article VI§603(j)]. Please send a copy of any final amendments that are
adopted, per the requirements of the MPC.
If you have any questions regarding the content of this letter, please do not hesitate to
call.
Sincerely,

Jillian Seitz
Senior Community Planner
cc:

Robert Vidoni, Esq., City Clerk
Judy Kelechava, Assistant City Clerk
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April 7, 2021
Darlene Heller, AICP
Director of Planning and Zoning
10 East Church Street
Bethlehem, PA 18018
RE:

Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Multi-Family Development in CB and CL Districts
City of Bethlehem
Northampton County

Dear Ms. Heller:
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at its
Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on agenda
items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual, and we
encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the Commission
meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting participation details
are below:
•
•

LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting
o April 20, 2021 at 12:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html
LVPC Full Commission Meeting
o April 22, 2021 at 7:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html

The submitted zoning ordinance amendment proposes to extend regulation exemptions for
multi-family developments, or apartments, to the Central Business (CB) and Neighborhood
Commercial (CL) zoning districts. Currently, exemptions from required building size and
setback, parking capacity and number of units in a structure only extend to the Industrial
Redevelopment-Residential District (IR-R).
This proposal is generally consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan because it supports ‘an
efficient development process that is responsive to regional needs’ (Policy 1.4). Each of these
zoning districts are intended to provide a mix of dense development types. Increasing flexibility
for multi-family developments ‘encourages reinvestment in commercial areas’ (of Policy 4.6) and
promotes the fiscal health and sustainability of the City. Additionally, the proposal serves to
increase housing attainability and access to employment opportunities (of Policy 4.5) while
promoting context-specific design solutions (of Policy 5.4).
Municipalities, when considering ordinance and map amendments, should reasonably attempt
to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304 & §306(a), Article
VI§603(j)]. Please send a copy of any final amendments that are adopted, per the requirements
of the MPC.
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If you have any questions regarding the content of this letter, please do not hesitate to call.
Sincerely,

Jillian Seitz
Senior Community Planner
cc:

Robert Vidoni, Esq., City Clerk
Judy Kelechava, Assistant City Clerk
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April 7, 2021

Darlene Heller, AICP
Director of Planning and Zoning
10 East Church Street
Bethlehem, PA 18018

RE:

Zoning Map Amendment – 1852 West Market Street Rezoning
City of Bethlehem
Lehigh County

Dear Ms. Heller:
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at
its Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on
agenda items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual,
and we encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the
Commission meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting
participation details are below:
•
•

LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting
o April 20, 2021 at 12:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html
LVPC Full Commission Meeting
o April 22, 2021 at 7:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html

The privately proposed zoning map amendment considers rezoning a vacant property
from Limited Commercial (CL) to Light Industrial (LI) Zoning District. The property to be
rezoned is located at 1852 West Market Street (parcel number 641778841828) and is
being acquired by the owner of the adjacent auto service business. The owner intends
to consolidate this vacant property with the property on which the existing business is
located, currently zoned Light Industrial (LI).
This proposal is generally consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan because it
supports the expansion of small businesses and entrepreneurship (of Policy 4.2) and
‘encourages reuse of vacant and underutilized properties’ (of Policy 5.4).
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Municipalities, when considering ordinance and map amendments, should reasonably
attempt to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304
& §306(a), Article VI§603(j)]. Please send a copy of any final amendments that are
adopted, per the requirements of the MPC.
Sincerely,

Jillian Seitz
Senior Community Planner
cc:

Robert Vidoni, Esq., City Clerk
Judy Kelechava, Assistant City Clerk
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April 09, 2021
Mr. David Backenstoe, Esquire
Moore Township
2491 Community Drive
Bath, Pennsylvania 18014
RE:

Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Short Term Rentals
Moore Township
Northampton County

Dear Mr. Backenstoe:
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) will consider the subject application at
its Comprehensive Planning Committee and Full Commission meetings, pursuant to the
requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). Discussion on
agenda items largely happens during the Committee meeting. Both meetings are virtual,
and we encourage your participation. The LVPC will issue a follow-up letter after the
Commission meeting if Commission members have any additional comments. Meeting
participation details are below:
•
•

LVPC Comprehensive Planning Committee Meeting
o April 20, 2021 at 12:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html
LVPC Full Commission Meeting
o April 22, 2021 at 7:00 PM
o https://lvpc.org/meetings.html

The proposed zoning ordinance amendment considers adding ‘short term rental’ and
associated definitions and use standards. The proposal allows short-term rentals as a
permissible use in the Village Center (VC) and Industrial (I) Zoning Districts.
The zoning ordinance amendment is generally consistent with FutureLV: The Regional
Plan because it will ‘expand small businesses and entrepreneurship’ (of Policy 4.2).
Further, the LVPC commends the life-safety standards proposed in the amendment,
which serve to ‘promote safe and secure community design and emergency
management’ (Policy 5.1), and specifically ‘enhance planning and emergency response
efforts among emergency management personnel’ (of Policy 5.1), ensuring the safety of
visitors, residents and emergency responders alike.
However, the LVPC strongly urges the Township to consider the implications of allowing
and expanding permissible residential uses in the Industrial District before allowing
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short-term rentals therein. Expansion of residential uses, which are incompatible with
industrial uses intended in the District, does not appropriately ‘guide the location and
intensity of development’ (of Policy 1.1).
Municipalities, when considering ordinance and map amendments, should reasonably
attempt to be consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as required by the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC) [Article 1§105, Article III§303, §304
& §306(a), Article VI§603(j)]. Please send a copy of any final amendments that are
adopted, per the requirements of the MPC.
If you have any questions regarding the content of this letter, please do not hesitate to
call.
Sincerely,

Samantha Smith
Chief Community Planner
cc:

John Becker, Moore Township Planning Commission Chair
Nicholas Steiner, Moore Township Manager
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Public Engagement and Participation Items
DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, 2021 PUBLIC MEETINGS ARE CURRENTLY
UNDER REVIEW. STAY UPDATED ON LVPC.ORG FOR THE UPCOMING EVENTS!

1. WorkshopLV: Environment
• When: June 10th @ 4 pm via Microsoft Teams
• Link: http://tiny.cc/WKE0610
• Phone: 610-477-5793, Conference ID: 873 327 0#

2. WorkshopLV: Multimodal + Freight Joint Meeting
• When: July 21st @ 4 pm via Microsoft Teams
• Link: http://tiny.cc/WK0721
• Phone: 610-477-5793, Conference ID: 352 010 579#
.
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