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50th Anniversary Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Newsletter
Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director

The first newsletter of the Lehigh Valley Planning Com-
mission was issued in the winter of 1964-1965 and 

outlined the new Joint Planning Commission’s mission and 
purpose. Formed by Lehigh and Northampton counties in 
1961 to prepare a comprehensive two-county development 
plan and provide technical assistance to the Lehigh Valley’s 
municipalities, the Joint Planning Commission began to 
guide the growth of the region. 

Renamed the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission in 
1997, organizations similar to the Joint Planning Commis-
sion were being formed throughout the U.S. in response to 
post-World War II suburbanization. Key demographic and 
economic conditions, from housing to infrastructure and pop-

ulation growth to jobs, drove federal, state and local policy 
after World War II. This critical era of universal growth in the 
Lehigh Valley shaped development over the last half century. 
As we enter into a new social, cultural and economic era, it 
becomes important to understand how and when the Lehigh 
Valley evolved into the community we experience today, 
who and what influenced this evolution, and where and why 
we have or haven’t grown. This article, focusing on housing 
and transportation, is the first in a series designed to answer 
these questions and explain the planning and development 
of the Lehigh Valley.

50th anniversary (cont. p.  9)

The LVPC has released the 2015 Lehigh Valley Profile 
+ Trends. This comprehensive encyclopedia of the 

region includes information on our location, environment, 
land development, transportation, population, economy 
and government. Profile + Trends offers a wealth 
of information from daily vehicle miles traveled to 
millage rates for each Lehigh Valley school dis-
trict. In addition, each municipality has a profile with 
details on land area and uses, assessed value of 
real estate, housing and population characteris-
tics, income and poverty, educational attainment 
and location of residents to places of work. For the 
first time, the 2015 edition ranks each municipal-
ity in the region based on the percentage of land 
developed, total population, number of households, 
median household income, poverty rate, and as 
an employment center. The ranking indicates how 
communities have grown and developed, whether 

Lehigh Valley Profile + Trends now available!
Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director

as employment centers, agricultural economies, residential 
locations or as mixed-use destinations. To access the 2015 
Profile + Trends, visit www.lvpc.org.

+TRENDS
PROFILE

http://www.lvpc.org
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On December 18, 2014, the Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission (LVPC) approved the release of the 

Lehigh Valley Return on Environment study, which docu-
ments the substantial economic value of regional open 
space. The purpose for the study is to create conservation 
leverage, showing that through open space preservation, 
quality of life can be improved while saving tax dollars and 
growing the economy. The analyses included four compo-
nents—natural system services, air quality, outdoor rec-
reation and property values—with the following benefits 
identified:

$355.5 million annually – Natural system ser-
vices, which represent benefits that humans 
derive from ecosystem functions.

$54.0 million annually – Air quality benefits, 
which stem from the ability of trees to remove 
significant amounts of air pollution.

$795.7 million annually – Outdoor recreational 
benefits, which represent the expenditures of out-
door recreation participants, plus the ripple effects 
of those dollars through the economy.

$14,600 – Property values, which represent the 
average increased value of all single family resi-
dential properties located less than ¼ mile from 
protected open space. 

The report, which is available on the LVPC website 
(www.lvpc.org), provides details about each of these com-
ponents. Additional report sections include: 1) regional 
background information, 2) the State of the Environment, 
providing a snapshot of the Lehigh Valley’s air quality, water 
quality, land cover and habitat, and wildlife, and 3) trends 
impacting the quality of life, local economy and the environ-
ment. 

This project was completed as part of the work done by 
the LVPC under the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) Sustainable Communities program.

Please contact Teresa Mackey or Geoff Reese at the 
LVPC office (610-264-4544) with any questions related to the 
Lehigh Valley Return on Environment study.

Return on Environment study completed
Teresa Mackey, Senior Environmental Planner

BUILDLV: Lehigh Valley Annual Development Report 
Tracy Oscavich, Associate Director of Development

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC), which has 
monitored and reviewed all development activity in Lehigh 

and Northampton counties for over 50 years, celebrates the 
annual release of this data through the Lehigh Valley Annual 
Development Report.

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director of LVPC, and Eric 
McAfee, AICP, Director of Community Planning, will present the 
most recent data on a variety of development trends affecting the 
Lehigh Valley. After their presentation, expert panel-
ists will engage in a moderated discussion about 
these findings and future development in the region. 
Panelists will include:

Scott Fainor
President + CEO of National Penn Bancshares 

Inc. and National Penn Bank
Federal Reserve Board of Governors Federal 

Advisory Council

David Jaindl
Owner + President of Jaindl Farms
President of Jaindl Land Company

JB Reilly
Co-Founder + President of City Center Lehigh 

Valley
Founding Partner Landmark Communities

Joseph A. Fitzpatrick, Jr. Esq. – moderator of 
panel

Founder & Shareholder of Fitzpatrick Lentz & 
Bubba 

Who:  Urban Land Institute (ULI) in partnership 
with the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 
(LVPC).

When: Monday, May 4th

Time: 3:30 pm Registration, 4:00 pm Program, 5:30 
pm Networking

Location: Lehigh County Bar Association, 1114 
Walnut Street, Allentown, PA 18102, http://
lehighbar.org/

http://lehighbar.org/
http://lehighbar.org/
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The Lehigh Valley Transportation Study (LVTS) awarded 
$1,326,190 in June 2014 to nine applicants seek-

ing funding under PennDOT’s Transportation Alternatives 
Program (TAP). The TAP funds non-traditional transporta-
tion improvements such as bicycle and pedestrian facilities 
and education programs; conversion of abandoned railway 
corridors to trails; construction of turnouts, overlooks and 
viewing areas; and historic preservation and rehabilitation of 
historic transportation facilities. “These awards help our local 
communities provide and maintain important transportation 
facilities that serve the non-motoring public,” according to 
Becky Bradley, LVPC Executive Director.  

The following projects were awarded funds in the 
amounts shown:

1. Manassas Guth Historic Covered Bridge (Lehigh 
Co.) - $360,000

2. Community Bike Works Youth Bike Education (City 
of Allentown) – $74,000

3. Victory Park Sidewalk Project (Slatington) - $45,430

4. Safe Routes to School Safety Project (City of Allen-
town) - $125,000

5. Main Street Curb Extensions and Crosswalks (Mac-
ungie Borough) - $347,200

6. Sitgreaves Pedestrian Alley Conversion (City of 
Easton) - $43,400

7. Bicycle Education for Children K-8 (City of Easton) - 
$166,160

8. City of Bethlehem Pedestrian Improvements (portion 
of South 4th Street section only) - $100,000

9. Regional Expansion of the Shared Lane Markings 
Network (City of Bethlehem) - $65,500

Projects not funded under the LVTS allocation were 
forwarded to PennDOT for funding consideration from the 
statewide TAP allocation. PennDOT awarded $964,939 from 
their statewide TAP fund in November 2014 to the following 
three Lehigh Valley projects in the amounts shown:

1. Neighborhood Transportation Alternative Network 
(Salisbury Township) - $215,939

2. Jordan Greenway Trail (Whitehall Township) - 
$449,000

3. Pedestrian Improvements (City of Bethlehem) - 
$300,000

Transportation Alternatives Program awards announced
Michael Donchez, Senior Transportation Planner

Future site of Victory Park Sidewalk Project, Slatington, PA

PennDOT awarded a total of $5,476,621 to six proj-
ects under the Multimodal Transportation Fund (MTF) 

program. Under the MTF program, $84 million was made 
available statewide through the passage of Pennsylvania Act 
89. The program is intended to provide financial assistance 
to municipalities, councils of governments, businesses, 
economic development organizations, public transportation 
agencies, rail/freight, and ports in order to improve trans-
portation assets that will enhance communities, pedestrian 
safety and transit revitalization. Projects eligible for funding 

include projects that coordinate local land use with trans-
portation assets to enhance existing communities; projects 
related to streetscape, lighting, sidewalk enhancement and 
pedestrian safety; projects improving connectivity or utiliza-
tion of existing transportation assets; and projects related to 
transit-oriented development.

The following applicants were awarded funds under this 
program:

Multimodal Transportation Fund awards announced
Michael Donchez, Senior Transportation Planner

Municipality/Sponsor Project Description Award
Lehigh-Northampton Airport Authority Intermodal Ground Transportation Center adjacent to the 

airport terminal for bus, taxi, shuttle and rental cars $1,800,000
Lower Macungie Twp. Trail connections to complete existing trail network in 

residential and open space areas at Little Lehigh Creek $175,000
Emmaus Replacement of 10th Street culvert and associated 

sidewalk and street improvements with the addition of a 
pedestrian/bicycle lane $238,777

City of Allentown Installation of a traffic responsive signal system at 56 
intersections, development of a Traffic Management 
Center, and improvements at Lehigh Street/Union Street 
and 6th Street/Union Street $2,100,000

Hellertown Borough Surface and subsurface repairs on six bridges to maintain 
interconnectivity within the borough $200,158

Charles Chrin Real Estate Trust, 
Palmer Twp.

Transportation infrastructure improvements within the Chrin 
Commerce Center to enhance interior roadways, bus 
stops, and linkages to nearby bike and pedestrian paths $962,686

$5,476,621

Statewide Multimodal Transportation Fund Program Awards

TOTAL

Lehigh Valley Transportation Study
Contracts awarded between October 1, 2014 and December 31, 2014

Project Municipality Cost

 ● Freemansburg Ave./Route 33 Interchange Bethlehem Twp. $10,796,875
 ● S.R. 378 Resurfacing City of Bethlehem $1,488,585
 ● S.R. 946 Resurfacing Moore, Bushkill, Upper & Lower Nazareth Twps.   $1,437,737
 ● S.R. 1002 Resurfacing Forks/L. Mt. Bethel Twps. $802,768

Actions
 ● Adopted the Interim Long Range Transportation Plan Update 2011-2040. 
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On December 8, 2014, the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) conducted a training seminar for 

local municipalities on the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) permitting and compliance program. Rep-
resentatives from 29 municipalities, as well as representa-
tives from both the Lehigh County and Northampton County 
Conservation Districts, attended the workshop. The session 
was organized by U.S. Congressman Charlie Dent’s office. 
The training seminar involved Andy Dinsmore and Pete Gold 
from EPA Region 3 discussing the MS4 program. Mr. Dins-
more discussed what the municipalities can expect to occur 
if their MS4 permit is audited by the EPA. He went over the 
objectives of the audit, what the agency is looking for in a 
strong program, and some common pitfalls and sugges-
tions for avoiding them. Mr. Gold discussed EPA’s process 
in the review of the annual report documents. He discussed 
how EPA looks at each part of the permit requirements and 
grades the municipality’s program. If parts of the program 
are considered to be unsatisfactory, EPA takes steps to 
notify the municipality of the deficiency and have them take 
steps to correct it. It was a huge asset for the Lehigh Valley 
municipalities to take advantage of EPA delivering in-person 
training.

This meeting was a follow-up to a prior session held on 
July 14, 2014. The purpose of that meeting was to inform 
Congressman Dent regarding the Administrative Orders 
received by 24 municipalities in Lehigh and Northamp-
ton counties from the EPA stating that the municipalities 
were not in compliance with the requirements of their MS4 
permits. The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP) attended this meeting, but EPA did not. 
Municipal representatives had questions about the mean-
ing of the orders and also about permit compliance moving 
forward. The December 8 meeting was a big step forward 
in making sure local municipalities understood the MS4 
permitting and compliance enforcement process. The group 
thought a similar event each year would be a good idea mov-
ing forward, if possible.

The goal of the MS4 permit process is to support the 
Clean Water Act by requiring municipalities to develop and 
implement programs to manage pollution from stormwater 
runoff. There are six “Minimum Control Measures” required 
by the permit: Public Education and Outreach, Public Par-
ticipation/Involvement, Illicit Discharge Detection and Elimi-
nation, Construction Site Runoff Control, Post-Construction 
Runoff Control, and Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeep-
ing. MS4 permits are required for all Urbanized Areas (i.e., 
a Census-designated urban area with 50,000 residents or 
more) within each municipality. The Administrative Orders 
issued by the EPA were the end result of EPA reviewing 
the municipalities’ historical documentation that is submit-
ted annually to the DEP as required by the permit. The EPA 
found that either the municipal measures taken to manage 
pollution were insufficient, or that the measures were fine, 
but documentation of their program efforts needed improve-
ment. 

For more information regarding the MS4 permit program, 
go to www.epa.gov and search “MS4.

LVPC hosts Environmental Protection Agency workshop
Travis Bartholomew, P.E., Senior Environmental Engineer

The LVPC staff continues to work in a cooperative 
arrangement with PennDOT’s Local Technical Assis-

tance Program (LTAP) to bring pertinent transportation train-
ing to Lehigh Valley municipalities. LTAP provides training, 
technical assistance and other services to municipal elected 
officials and their staff. The list below includes upcoming 
courses that will be held off-site at the Homewood Suites by 
Hilton located at 2031 Avenue C, Bethlehem PA 18017 in the 
Keystone Room and in the LVPC conference room. Registra-
tion is required for these free courses. 

Courses to be held at Homewood Suites:

ASPHALT ROADS COMMON MAINTENANCE PROBLEMS 
– Tuesday, March 17, 2015 – 8:00am-12:00pm

This course provides relevant information to individu-
als who have to maintain asphalt pavements. The course 
material reviews the importance of preventive maintenance 
to the life of an asphalt pavement. The material will help the 
student identify common asphalt distress, the cause of the 
distress and the appropriate treatments. The latest tech-
niques, materials and equipment will be reviewed with an 
emphasis on repairing the asphalt distress properly the first 
time. Current industry standards to properly repair problems 
such as cracking and potholes will be presented in detail. 
The basics of treatments such as seal coats, micro surfac-
ing and overlays will be presented. A review of the latest 
treatments included in PennDOT Publication 447 Approved 
Products for Lower Volume Local Roads, will be covered. 
Intended audience: Individuals who are involved in the 
planning and execution of maintenance work on asphalt 
pavements, including street superintendents, road masters, 
public works directors, foremen and select crew members.

ROADSIDE VEGETATION CONTROL – Wednesday, March 
18, 2015 – 8:00am-3:00pm

This course provides the knowledge and understand-
ing needed to establish an efficient and effective roadside 
vegetation control program. It is based on the concept of an 
Integrated Vegetation Management philosophy that utilizes 
manual, mechanical and chemical control methods to man-
age roadside vegetation. It also reviews laws and regula-
tions regarding required applicator certification. Due to the 
emphasis placed on chemical application, this course has 
been approved by the Pa. Department of Agriculture for Con-
tinuing Education Unit credits for those who have received 
pesticide applicator certification. Certified applicators can 

Upcoming Local Technical 
Assistance Program courses
Lynette Romig, Senior Geographic Information 
Systems Analyst

receive 3 core credits and 6 credits in each of the following 
categories: 10, 14, 18, 23, upon successful completion of 
this course. Intended audience: Individuals who are certi-
fied pesticide applicators and registered technicians. Public 
works employees in charge of managing roadside vegetation 
programs who are interested in using chemical applications 
in their program should also attend.

Courses to be held at the LVPC Office:

LIQUID BITUMINOUS SEAL COAT – Tuesday, April 14, 
2015 – 8:00am-12:00pm

Individuals attending this course will be presented with 
the information necessary for the proper planning and execu-
tion of a seal coat operation. This pavement preservation 
technique is often used by local government agencies to 
extend the useful life of their roadways. The various types of 
seal coat operations will be included. Participants will be able 
to identify typical roadway distress that can be addressed by 
the use of a liquid bituminous seal coat. The latest materi-
als, equipment and techniques available for performing 
this operation will be presented. The process to ensure the 
correct aggregate and liquid bituminous material selection 
is achieved will be reviewed. Equipment calibration require-
ments and the operational sequence will be presented 
to assist participants in ensuring that a quality product is 
obtained. Intended audience: This course is intended for 
local government officials responsible for asset manage-
ment, project planning and inspection of seal coat projects, 
as well as the crews performing this work. This includes 
public works directors, supervisors, road masters, foremen 
and equipment operators.

TRAFFIC SIGNS – Tuesday, May 19, 2015 – 8:00am-
3:00pm

This course reviews the basic regulations and guidelines 
for properly establishing and posting regulatory, warning and 
guide signs. It presents examples of improper signing so 
participants can better understand the basic concepts and 
principles associated with sign selection and placement. It 
also discusses the installation and maintenance of signs and 
supports, along with sign management techniques. (Note: 
The course does not cover work zone or temporary traffic 
control signing; see Work Zone (Temporary) Traffic Control 

LTAP (cont. p. 7)

course description.) Intended audience: Individuals who are 
making decisions regarding what signs to install and where, 
and those actually installing the signs, including public works 
employees, road masters, street superintendents and law 
enforcement personnel. Others who would benefit from this 
course include municipal managers and elected officials (to 
understand the importance and for budgeting purposes). 
Engineers are welcome to attend, but the focus is on the 
non-engineer.

LTAP (cont. from p. 6)

Please check the LTAP website (https://www.dot7.state.
pa.us/LTAP/) to register or for more information on these 
courses. Please contact George Kinney at 610-264-4544 or 
gkinney@lvpc.org with any questions.

http://www.epa.gov
https://www.dot7.state.pa.us/LTAP
https://www.dot7.state.pa.us/LTAP
mailto:ler@lvpc.org
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Then ... and Now ...

In the mid-1960s, only 12 of the region’s 62 municipali-
ties had a comprehensive plan and the accompanying subdi-
vision and land development and zoning laws to implement a 
vision. Today, 58 municipalities have a comprehensive plan. 
The Joint Planning Commission set out to encourage local 
planning commissions, zoning hearing boards, community 
councils and supervisors to effectively plan for growth and 
maintenance of their communities. The Joint Planning Com-
mission staff provided technical assistance and research 
reports aimed at improving the effectiveness of the Lehigh 
Valley’s communities through full and accurate knowledge 
because better information equals better development. The 
LVPC still performs this function today. In fact, the LVPC has 
an active municipal assistance program.

In 1964, it was 
necessary to plan 
for the anticipated 
population growth 
through 1980. Based 
on 2040 population 
and employment 
projections, planning 
will be critical, especially since the region is more developed. 
Much less space will be available for the anticipated 227,000 
new residents. Understanding the present and future needs 
of the Lehigh Valley to support the stabilization, revitalization 
and growth of the region is critical to navigating the unique 
challenges of the new century. 

HOUSING
The availability, quality and accessibility of a region’s 

housing is the benchmark of civilized—nee investable—
society and a universal need alongside, food, water and 
clothing. Housing is protection, personal safety and com-
munity security. Housing has also been the dominate form of 
development in the nation and the Lehigh Valley for over fifty 
years, at least until 2008. Field after field was converted into 
homes. In fact, 12% of the Lehigh Valley’s total land area 
was residential in 1964. By 2010, housing accounted for 

27% of the region’s land use, while agricultural and undevel-
oped land dropped from 74% to 48% of land use during the 
same period. A number of factors contributed to the transfor-
mation of farms to houses from population growth, by births 
and migration, to the increase in the average home from 
1,200 square feet in 1960 to over 2,100 square feet by 2010. 
At the root of the fifty year-long housing growth spurt: money, 
federal law and strategic infrastructure investment.     

In 1935, Federal Housing Administration (FHA) insured 
loans under Title VI of the National Housing Act accounted 
for 6% of all mortgages. By 1943, 79% of all new owner-
occupied and rental units were guaranteed through FHA. 
With the passage of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 
1944, prompting Veteran’s Administration (VA) mortgage 

support, home 
construction sky-
rocketed. In fact, 
nearly 4 million 
new homes were 
built from 1935-
1951 because of 
the FHA insured 

mortgage loans and VA guarantees. Over 2.4 million of the 
total 4 million new housing units were financed with these 
loans between 1946 and 1951 alone. (Citation: Grebler, Leo. 
The Role of Federal Credit Aids in Residential Construction. 
National Bureau of Economic Research: Cambridge, MA. 
1953. Pg. 16-19.)  

Similar to the housing boom in the early to mid-2000s, 
the Lehigh Valley experienced notable development of water, 
sewer and educational infrastructure, as well as grocery 
stores, pharmacies and other day-to-day commercial devel-
opment that typically accompanies the establishment of new 
housing. 
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New People

New Families

New Jobs 25,000

227,000

95,000

131,000

COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING IS NEEDED
In 2012, it was anticipated 

that by 2040:
In 1964, it was anticipated 

that by 1980:
90,000

30,000

50th anniversary (cont. from p. 1)

50th anniversary (cont. p.  11)The JPC Planner (cont. p.  10)



Fall/Winter 2014/2015 10 Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 11 Fall/Winter 2014/2015

The National Interstate and Defense Highways Act of 
1956 authorized $25 billion for the construction of 41,000 
miles of a new interstate highway system. The largest public 
works project in American history at that time, it solidified the 
role of land use planning as necessary to support the grow-
ing population, regional economies and to provide for the 
logical and reasonable organization of communities nation-
wide. (Citation: https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/interstate/history.
htm).

Only five years after the interstate highway system was 
initiated, additional money and organization was needed, 
leading to the passage of the Federal Highway Act of 1961. 
This later transportation infrastructure law required estab-
lishment of Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) 
for each urbanized area with a population of more than 
50,000 residents. MPOs encourage and promote the safe 
and efficient management, operation and development of 
surface transportation systems that will serve the mobility 
needs of people and freight and foster economic growth and 
development while minimizing transportation-related fuel 
consumption and air pollution through metropolitan planning 
processes. (Citation: Title 23 of the United States Code§134. 
US Government Printing Office: Washington, DC. 2011.) 

The Lehigh Valley Transportation Study was formed by 
Pennsylvania Department of Highways (now Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation), Joint Planning Commission 
(now LVPC), Lehigh and Northampton counties, Allentown, 
Bethlehem and Easton to manage MPO functions through 
the LVPC in accordance with the Federal Highway Act.

The Lehigh Valley Transportation Study envisioned the 
creation of Interstate 78, Route 378, the seamless organiza-
tion of Route 22 into the Lehigh Valley’s Main Street, relo-
cation of Route 611—becoming the plan for Route 33, and 
even visioning for the Northeast Extension of the Turnpike. 
In 1964, an enhanced transportation system was designed 
to “stimulate growth, speed workers to new jobs and change 
farmlands into housing lots.”  In other words, roads were an 
economic stimulus supporting new and larger commercial 
activity, as well as the freedoms offered by personal automo-
biles in the post-World War II era.

The Joint Planning Commission conducted over 10,000 
door-to-door interviews, roadside queries, and surveyed over 
50% of bus passengers and taxi drivers and 20% of truck 
drivers to establish the Lehigh Valley’s transportation needs 

50th anniversary (cont. from p. 9)

Housing development declined significantly when the 
loose credit markets of the early 2000s dried. Develop-
ment trends have subsequently evolved to meet our new 
economy, marked by increased investment around exist-
ing infrastructure. The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 
is updating the regional Comprehensive Plan in response. 
Throughout 2015 and 2016, the PLANLV Comprehensive 
Plan update effort will provide new opportunities for our com-
munity to develop a new vision, goals and policies for the 
region. A series of analyses and reports informing the Com-
prehensive Plan update will be released throughout 2015. 
Stay tuned for details to be released this summer, opening 
opportunities for you to help craft the Lehigh Valley’s future. 

TRANSPORTATION
Another key reason for the work of the Lehigh Valley 

Planning Commission is transportation. Without mobility 
and a system for managing the infrastructure investment, 
confidence in our economy and our community declines. 
Roads, sidewalks, railroad tracks, airports, trails and navi-
gable waters function much like the arteries and veins in our 
bodies, delivering the goods and services needed to sup-
port life—our businesses, schools and other institutions, and 
homes. Transportation infrastructure is the spine of our soci-
ety, and everything else is organized around it. Special care 
in the development and maintenance of our transportation 
infrastructure is necessary to ensure perpetual economic, 
social and cultural stability. Transportation infrastructure, like 
housing, has been driven by money, federal law and strate-
gic investment over the last fifty years.

Significant data, research & analysis is required to 
accurately plan for the Lehigh Valley’s growth and 
development. Throughout 2015, the Lehigh Valley 
Planning Commission will release a series of reports 
informing the creation of PLANLV, our new Compre-
hensive Plan. These include:

Lehigh Valley Profile + Trends

Build LV: Lehigh Valley Annual Development 
 Report

Population Projections

Employment Projections

Land Use + Development Report

50th anniversary (cont. p.  13)

The JPC Planner (cont. from p. 8)

The JPC Planner (cont. p.  12)

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/interstate/history.htm
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/interstate/history.htm


Fall/Winter 2014/2015 12 Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 13 Fall/Winter 2014/2015

PennDOT recently awarded $123,559 in state funding 
to five Lehigh Valley municipalities under PennDOT’s 

Green Light Go program. The Green Light Go program is 
designed to improve safety and mobility by reducing conges-
tion and improving the efficiency of existing traffic signals on 
state highways. Up to $10 million was available for munici-
palities during state fiscal year 2014-2015. Projects eligible 
for funding include the study and removal of unwarranted 
traffic control signals; traffic signal retiming; development 
of detour, special event timing, and operation plans; LED 
replacement; asset management; data collection; and traffic 
signal operations. The program requires a 50% municipal 
match. The following municipalities were awarded funds 
under this first round of funding:

1. Lower Macungie Township - $37,500 to upgrade traf-
fic signals at four intersections along Lower Macungie 
Road and Cedar Crest Blvd.

2. Slatington Borough - $12,859 for traffic signal retiming, 
data collection and upgrades to LEDs at two intersec-
tions.

3. Forks Township - $13,284 to upgrade signals at five 
intersections to LEDs along Sullivan Trail.

4. Palmer Township - $57,125 for traffic signal retiming at 
20 intersections and to upgrade traffic signals at nine 
intersections to LEDs within the Township.

5. Washington Township - $2,791 to upgrade traffic signals 
at two intersections to LEDs within the Township.

A second round of funding was made available for 
applicants through the end of February. Awards will be 
announced by PennDOT in May 2015.

Green Light Go Program awards and funding availability
Michael Donchez, Senior Transportation Planner

at the time. Respondents noted that, in addition to the need 
for new infrastructure, safety standards, access to com-
mercial facilities and stopping unsightly “strip” development, 
were among the top concerns in 1964. Generally, these 
concerns hold true today, only in an evolved form.

During 2015, the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study 
will update the Long Range Transportation Plan. This $3.9 
billion transportation investment strategy for the Lehigh Val-
ley considers the improvement of the region’s roads, high-
ways, bridges, transit system, sidewalks and trail networks. 
New goals and policies governing the investment are being 
developed, and the plan is anticipated to be released in the 
summer.

The Lehigh Valley’s first Comprehensive Freight Move-
ment Plan is being developed simultaneously with the Long 
Range Transportation Plan. This industrial goods transporta-
tion investment strategy recognizes the growth of freight in 
the region, including the value of commodities moving in, 

around and out of the Lehigh Valley; how these commodities 
are anticipated to grow; the need for additional and improved 
freight infrastructure; and the potential viability of an Inland 
Port in South Bethlehem. Our freight future will certainly be 
diverse, making a coordinated highway, air and rail invest-
ment strategy key to the long-term economic potential and 
stability of the region. The Comprehensive Freight Move-
ment Plan will be released in conjunction with the Long 
Range Transportation Plan later this year.              

The Winter/Spring LVPC Newsletter will cover develop-
ment trends from the 1960s through today. The Spring/Sum-
mer LVPC Newsletter will begin a series of future scenario 
discussions beginning with the next twenty years of transpor-
tation investments. The Summer/Fall and Fall/Winter LVPC 
Newsletters are anticipated to focus on future populations 
and employment and where the region is anticipated to grow 
over the next fifty years. 

50th anniversary (cont. from p. 11)The JPC Planner (cont. from p. 10)

Catasauqua Front Street Study: This diagram illustrates the integration of two way traffic, two 12’-0” cartways with a single 
8’-0” lane of parking, on Front Street. The goal is to create a safer pedestrian environment by slowing traffic speeds in a dense 
urban area. The existing condition promotes higher speeds than desired for a vibrant and safe downtown. Two way traffic will 
also increase connectivity with both Race Street and Pine Street, offering more opportunities for people to discover Catasau-
qua via these adjacent roadways, which will assist with the Borough’s revitalization goals.
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The following is the schedule of regular monthly meetings 
and all Committee meetings of the Lehigh Valley Plan-

ning Commission. All Commission and Committee meetings 
will be held unless otherwise noted at: 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310
Allentown, PA 18109

LVPC – meets on the last Thursday of every month at 
7:00 PM. Exceptions include November and December.

Executive Committee – meets on the third Wednesday 
of every month at 4:00 PM.

Comprehensive Planning Committee – meets on the 
Tuesday immediately preceding LVPC meeting dates at 
12:00 PM, except September.

Environment Committee – meets on the Tuesday 
immediately preceding LVPC meeting dates at 11:00 AM, 
except September.

Transportation Committee – meets on the Thursday 
immediately preceding LVPC meeting dates at 5:00 PM. 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Meetings

Meets on the last Thursday of every month at 7:00 PM. 
*Exceptions include November 19th and December 17th. 
**The February and March meetings will be held at: Manu-
facturers Resource Center, MRC, 961 Marcon Blvd., Suite 
200, Allentown, PA 18109.

Thursday January 29, 2015 7:00 PM
**Thursday February 26, 2015 7:00 PM
**Thursday March 26, 2015 7:00 PM
Thursday April 30, 2015 7:00 PM
Thursday May 28, 2015 7:00 PM
Thursday June 25, 2015 7:00 PM
Thursday July 30, 2015 7:00 PM
Thursday August 27, 2015 7:00 PM
Thursday September 24, 2015 7:00 PM
Thursday October 29, 2015 7:00 PM
*Thursday November 19, 2015 7:00 PM
*Thursday December 17, 2015 11:00 AM

Executive Committee Meetings

Meets on the third Wednesday of every month at 4:00 
PM. **The February and March meetings will be held at: 
King Spry Herman Freund and Faul, Grey Fryars Confer-

2015 LVPC MEETINGS
ence Center, 1 West Broad Street, Suite 700, Bethlehem, PA 
18018.

Tuesday January 20, 2015 4:00 PM
**Wednesday February 18, 2015 4:00 PM
**Wednesday March 18, 2015 4:00 PM
Wednesday April 15, 2015 4:00 PM
Wednesday May 20, 2015 4:00 PM
Wednesday June 17, 2015 4:00 PM
Wednesday July 15, 2015 4:00 PM
Wednesday August 19, 2015 4:00 PM
Wednesday September 16, 2015 4:00 PM
Wednesday October 21, 2015 4:00 PM
Wednesday November 18, 2015 4:00 PM
Wednesday December 16, 2015 4:00 PM

Comprehensive Planning Committee

Meets on the Tuesday immediately preceding LVPC 
meeting dates at 12:00 PM, except September. **The Febru-
ary and March meetings will be held at: Lehigh Valley Indus-
trial Park, Inc., 1720 Spillman Drive, Suite 150, Bethlehem, 
PA 18015.

Tuesday January 27, 2015 12:00 PM
**Tuesday February 24, 2015 12:00 PM
**Tuesday March 24, 2015 12:00 PM
Tuesday April 28, 2015 12:00 PM
Tuesday May 26, 2015 12:00 PM
Tuesday June 23, 2015 12:00 PM
Tuesday July 28, 2015 12:00 PM
Tuesday August 25, 2015 12:00 PM
*Monday September 21, 2015 12:00 PM
Tuesday October 27, 2015 12:00 PM
Tuesday November 17, 2015 12:00 PM
Tuesday December 15, 2015 12:00 PM

Environment Committee

Meets on the Tuesday immediately preceding LVPC 
meeting dates at 11:00 AM, except September. **The Febru-
ary and March meetings will be held at: Lehigh Valley Indus-
trial Park, Inc., 1720 Spillman Drive, Suite 150, Bethlehem, 
PA 18015.

Tuesday January 27, 2015 11:00 AM
**Tuesday February 24, 2015 11:00 AM
**Tuesday March 24, 2015 11:00 AM
Tuesday April 28, 2015 11:00 AM

Environment Committee (cont.)

Tuesday May 26, 2015 11:00 AM
Tuesday June 23, 2015 11:00 AM
Tuesday July 28, 2015 11:00 AM
Tuesday August 25, 2015 11:00 AM
*Monday September 21, 2015 11:00 AM
Tuesday October 27, 2015 11:00 AM
Tuesday November 17, 2015 11:00 AM
Tuesday December 15, 2015 11:00 AM

Transportation Committee

Meets on the Thursday immediately preceding LVPC 
meeting dates at 5:00 PM, except February and March. 
**The February and March meetings will be held at: Manu-

facturers Resource Center, MRC, 961 Marcon Blvd., Suite 
200, Allentown, PA 18109 at 5:30 pm.

Thursday January 29, 2015 5:00 PM
**Thursday February 26, 2015 5:30 PM
**Thursday March 26, 2015 5:30 PM
Thursday April 30, 2015 5:00 PM
Thursday May 28, 2015 5:00 PM
Thursday June 25, 2015 5:00 PM
Thursday July 30, 2015 5:00 PM
Thursday August 27, 2015 5:00 PM
Thursday September 24, 2015 5:00 PM 
Thursday October 29, 2015 5:00 PM
Thursday November 19, 2015 5:00 PM
Thursday December 17, 2015 9:00 AM

2015 LVPC MEETINGS (cont. from p. 14)

2015 LVPC MEETINGS  (cont. on p. 15)

The following is the schedule of regular monthly meetings 
of the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study (LVTS).  All 

LVTS meetings will be held, unless otherwise noted, at: 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310
Allentown, PA 18109

LVTS is committed to compliance with the nondiscrimi-
nation requirements of applicable civil rights statutes, execu-
tive orders, regulations and policies. The meeting location is 
accessible to persons with disabilities. With advance notifica-
tion, accommodations may be provided for those with special 
needs related to language, sight or hearing. If you have a 
request for a special need, wish to file a complaint, or desire 
additional information, please contact Michael Donchez, 
Senior Transportation Planner at 610-264-4544.

Technical Committee

Meets on the last Monday of every month at 9:00 AM, 
except May and December. **The February and March 
meetings will be held at PennDOT District 5-0 Offices, 1002 
Hamilton Street, Allentown, PA 18101.

Monday January 26, 2015 9:00 AM
**Monday February 23, 2015 9:00 AM

Technical Committee (cont.)

**Monday March 30, 2015 9:00 AM
Monday April 27, 2015 9:00 AM
*Monday May 18, 2015 9:00 AM
Monday June 29, 2015 9:00 AM
Monday July 27, 2015 9:00 AM
Monday August 31, 2015 9:00 AM
Monday September 28, 2015 9:00 AM
Monday October 26, 2015 9:00 AM
Monday November 30, 2015 9:00 AM
*Monday December 14, 2015 9:00 AM

Coordinating Committee

Meets on the first Wednesday, bi-monthly, starting in 
February at 10:00 AM. **The February meeting will be held 
at PennDOT District 5-0 Offices, 1002 Hamilton Street, Allen-
town, PA 18101.

**Wednesday February 4, 2015 10:00 AM
Wednesday April 1, 2015 10:00 AM
Wednesday June 3, 2015 10:00 AM
Wednesday August 5, 2015 10:00 AM
Wednesday October 7, 2015 10:00 AM
Wednesday December 2, 2015 10:00 AM

2015 LVTS MEETINGS
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Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310
Allentown, Pennsylvania  18109

Phone: (610) 264-4544 or
Toll Free: (888) 627-8808

FAX: (610) 264-2616
Email: lvpc@lvpc.org

Website: http://www.lvpc.org

CHAIR Kent H. Herman
VICE CHAIR Liesel Dreisbach
TREASURER Stephen Repasch

Executive Director Becky A. Bradley, AICP
Newsletter Editor: Susan L. Rockwell
Newsletter Design: Alice J. Lipe
  

Meetings

The LVPC’s regular monthly meeting is held on the last Thursday 
of the month at 7:00 p.m., and the LVPC Executive Committee 
meets the third Wednesday of the month at 4:00 p.m. in the 
LVPC Conference Room or alternate location per the sched-
ule posted on the website. All LVPC meetings are open to the 
public.

LVPC Newsletter

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Newsletter is published 
approximately four times a year. It is e-mailed to local officials 
and others who are interested in learning about planning and 
development in the Lehigh Valley. It is also available on the 
LVPC website.

LVPC actions may be 
found on the web at 

http://lvpc.org/meetings.
html

Seated left-to-right: Steven Glickman, Lisa Scheller, Percy Dougherty, Donna Wright, Kent Herman, Liesel Dreisbach,      
Steven Repasch, Robert Lammi.
Standing left-to-right: Pamela Pearson, George Kinney, Kathy Rader, Michael Reph, Benjamin Howells, Jr., Thomas 
Nolan, Lori Sywensky, Michael Hefele, Gordon Campbell, George Gemmel, Christina Morgan, Seth Vaughn, John Diacogi-
annis, Armand Greco, Karen Duerholz, Kenneth McClain.

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission – 2014

Kent Herman reelected LVPC 
Chair for 2015

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission elected 
officers for 2015 at the December 2014 Com-

mission meeting. Kent Herman was reelected Chair. 
Liesel Dreisbach was reelected Vice Chair, and Ste-
ven Repasch was reelected Treasurer. Congratula-
tions to all!

http://www.lvpc.org/meetings.html

