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The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission held its inaugu-
ral Lehigh Valley Awards celebration to honor achieve-

ments in planning and development in the Valley. The event 
was held on October 23rd at Iacocca Hall, Lehigh University, 
with over 270 people in attendance. The program acknowl-
edged a variety of projects throughout Lehigh and Northamp-
ton counties, honoring the excellent work and commitment 
of communities, organizations and professionals working 
to enhance the Lehigh Valley. The event coincided with 
National Community Planning Month.

A diverse panel of judges was created to evaluate 
nominations and select a winner in each of nine award 
categories. The judges evaluated the nominations based 
on five  criteria: 1) originality and innovation, 2) compatibility 
with other planning efforts, specifically the Comprehensive 
Plan The Lehigh Valley…2030, 3) effectiveness and results, 
4) engagement with varied and competing interests, and 5) 
transferability of project concepts. Following is a list of the 
winners and honorees in each category that were recognized 
at the inaugural awards event:

Community Plan:
• Portland Borough Comprehensive Plan: Winner

Community Ordinance:
• Route 33 Interchange Rezoning, Palmer Township and 

Tatamy Borough: Winner
Land Development:

• PPL Center, City of Allentown: Winner
• Madison Farms Development, Bethlehem Township: 

Honoree
• St. Luke’s Hospital Anderson Campus, Bethlehem 

Township: Honoree
Revitalization Project:

• Simon Silk Mill, City of Easton: Winner
• Iron Works Site Master Plan, Catasauqua Borough: 

Honoree
Open Space Project:

• Collaborating to Protect Extraordinary Lands at 
Kirkridge, Upper Mt. Bethel Township: Winner

• Ballas Tract Acquisition and Development, Bushkill 
Township: Honoree

Lehigh Valley Awards celebrate 
excellence in planning
Tracy L. Oscavich, Associate Director of Development

Celebration (cont. on p. 2)

Becky A. Bradley, AICP, Executive Director, LVPC
speaking at Lehigh Valley Awards celebration

Attendees at Lehigh Valley Awards celebrationAtt d t L hi h V ll A d l b ti
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• Covered Bridge Park Master Plan, South Whitehall 
Township: Honoree

• Nevin Park Revitalization, City of Easton: Honoree
• Prydun/Mickley Farm Acquisition, Whitehall Township: 

Honoree
Environmental Project:

• Little Bushkill Creek Restoration Plan, Plainfield Town-
ship: Winner

• Allen Street Green Infrastructure Bioretention Planters, 
City of Allentown: Honoree

Transportation Project:
• State Route 145 - Safety Improvement Project, White-

hall Township: Winner
• West End Theatre District Streetscape, City of Allen-

town: Honoree
• Borough Hall Streetscape Project and Stormwater 

Management Plan, Hellertown Borough: Honoree
• Lehigh Valley Enhanced Bus/Bus Rapid Transit Plan, 

LANta: Honoree
• Downtown Traffic Event Management and Mobility 

Plan, City of Allentown: Honoree
Multi-Municipal Cooperation:

• Slate Belt Regional Police Commission, Pen Argyl/
Wind Gap Boroughs and Plainfield Township: Winner

• Allentown and Lehigh County Authority Water and 
Sewer Concession Lease, City of Allentown and 
Lehigh County Authority: Honoree

Community of Distinction:
• City of Bethlehem: Winner
• Bushkill Township: Honoree

The biggest award of the evening, the Community of 
Distinction Award, honors the City of Bethlehem for plans 
and policies that most consistently support efficient and sus-
tainable development, land management and resourceful-
ness. Bethlehem has continually looked ahead to the needs 
of their diverse community by modernizing zoning, subdivi-
sion and land development policies and ordinances. These 
tools have allowed the historic district to flourish and remain 
successful even through tough economic times, as well as 
meet the diverse needs of all of Bethlehem’s neighborhoods. 

Major planning initiatives include the Bethlehem Works 
Master Plan and South Side Master Plan. South Bethlehem 
initiatives have continued to target adaptive reuse, historic 
preservation, contextually sensitive infill, a diverse housing 
stock that meets a variety of household needs, and a rich 
array of cultural and recreational amenities. When the 1,800 
acre Bethlehem Steel plant closed in 1997, it was the largest 

single-owner brownfield in the country. The city had to forge 
a vision that could help the community transcend the image 
of an abandoned steel town, one of the most endangered 
historic places in America, and move toward a cultural and 
economic rebirth that connected the site to the surround-
ing residential neighborhood. The results are formidable. 
Not only has the Bethlehem Steel site become the home to 
SteelStacks and the Sands Casino Resort—regional attrac-
tions that spurred numerous jobs and planted the seed for 
further redevelopment—but the South Bethlehem neighbor-
hood has reported an increase in median income and home 
values, even during a period of recession. 

The success of the South Bethlehem Greenway, a 
trail development on a former rail line that is anchored by 
Skateplaza, is another illustration of Bethlehem’s vision 
of rebirth. The greenway has provided a safe pedestrian 
throughway that is used daily by residents of the community 
for necessity and recreation. The world-class Skateplaza 
has become one of the city’s valued recreation programs, 
doubling as a community space to host a range of activi-
ties from concerts to community art shows. Removing the 
Johnston Park Dam proved to be another successful accom-
plishment. Not only did it improve recreational opportunities, 
it has saved resources and improved safety by reducing the 
significance and frequency of flooding in the Colonial Indus-
trial Quarter. 

The effectiveness of long-term, carefully conceived 
planning is evident in the new look of Bethlehem, not one 
of economic devastation, but of a community that is proudly 
soldiering on, mindful of its history and extending its legacy 
of innovation and productivity well into the 21st century. The 
LVPC will work with Bethlehem to install signs that acknowl-
edge this prestigious achievement at the primary gateways 
to the city.

The LVPC applauds each winner and honoree for their 
commitment to excellence in planning, making the Lehigh 
Valley the Commonwealth’s most successful and livable 
region. Photos of the winners are displayed on pages 6 and 
7. Additional photos of the event can be found on the LVPC 
website (http://www.lvpc.org). The LVPC looks forward to 
hosting the awards event annually. 

In addition to announcing the award winners and hon-
orees, the LVPC also released 1LV, the sustainability report 
completed for the Valley by a 14-member regional partner-
ship. This report is highlighted in the article on page 3.

Celebration (cont. from p. 1)
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Planning for the region’s continued success, stability 
and resiliency, a fourteen member regional alliance, 

the Lehigh Valley Sustainability Consortium, embarked on 
a nearly three-year long journey to plan for a sustainable 
Lehigh Valley. Recognizing the future will be guided in part 
by where the region stands today—after thirty years of popu-
lation growth and diversification, economic evolution and 
maturation, extended periods of development with simultane-
ous investment in existing communities and infrastructure—
the Consortium partners developed a philosophy rooted in 
protecting and growing the Lehigh Valley’s assets for future 
generations. The Consortium consists of the Lehigh Valley 
Economic Development Corporation, Northampton County, 
Lehigh County, City of Easton, City of Bethlehem, City of 
Allentown, Lehigh and Northampton Transportation Author-
ity, Community Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley, The 
Nurture Nature Center, Lehigh Valley Research Consor-
tium, Lehigh Valley Association of Independent Colleges, 
Wildlands Conservancy, RenewLV, and the Lehigh Valley 
Planning Commission. The group, funded through a grant 
from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD), organized ten plans and projects around four 
themes: 

Economy. The region demonstrates, time-and-time 
again, its remarkable diversity and resiliency during periods 
of economic decline. As the Lehigh Valley evolves in this 
new, global economy it must continue its mission of address-

ing skills gaps by aligning its educational infrastructure with 
the workforce to target and attract key industries, with inno-
vations in manufacturing and energy among the most crucial.

Environment. While the region demonstrates how it 
values its natural and agricultural resources through a variety 
of conservation initiatives, it can expand its appreciation of 
these resources and use financial assets more wisely by 
ascribing concise value, not only as food commodities, habi-
tat preservation or recreational destinations, but as strategic 
vantage points to mitigate the impacts of climate change and 
continued population growth.

Transportation. Both the quality and durability of the 
transportation infrastructure have proven themselves through 
the region’s ability to adapt to growth in population, com-
mercial development and logistics-dependent jobs. Now the 
great task is to make existing and future infrastructure more 
adept at serving multi-modal needs and enhancing intercon-
nectivity throughout the region.

Livable Communities. Across 62 municipalities, the 
Lehigh Valley offers something for everyone. But the real 
testament to successful regional thinking is the remarkably 
intact older building stock, the persistent job and popula-
tion growth and the ability to celebrate diversity both across 
municipal boundaries and within them. This balance of 
collaboration with individual initiative can help the region 
address the challenges facing its most politically and eco-

nomically marginalized populations.

The Lehigh Valley Planning Com-
mission is responsible for creating the 
Sustainable Communities document, 
which was presented to the public at the 
October 23rd inaugural awards event. 
The document included an assessment 
of each of the different reports from the 
Consortium partners. The LVPC used 
the most critical elements from each 
report and developed a series of 31 
new regional goals. These goals are 
intended to serve as an update to the 
Comprehensive Plan The Lehigh Val-
ley…2030 (Comprehensive Plan), the 
primary document guiding growth and 
development throughout the two county 
region as it looks into the future.

Planning for  a sustainable community through regional partnerships
Becky A. Bradley, AICP, Executive Director

Planning (cont. on p. 4)
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The Consortium, under the banner of the Envision 
Lehigh Valley initiative, deftly blended its research with a 
public engagement process that incorporated intensive civic 
participation into the planning and research, with specific 
focus on disseminating the message of the Sustainable 
Communities Grant to historically low-income and politically 
marginalized communities. In addition, the entire process 
integrated Six Livability Principles stipulated by HUD, dem-
onstrated throughout this report. As the Sustainable Com-
munities work winds down at the end of 2014, the report 
assembles the following components of the Consortium’s 
work:

• ten distinct reports covering a variety of topics across 
four themes, all relevant to the Lehigh Valley’s long-
term vision of sustainability;

• identification of community priorities through long-term 
public engagement that reached over 12,000 residents 
of the Lehigh Valley;

• a diverse array of charts, maps, photos and infograph-
ics that help make the research findings on current 
trends in the Lehigh Valley as accessible as possible;

Planning (cont. from p. 3)

• a consolidation of the key findings gathered from all 
the Consortium’s work that will help guide future plan-
ning and policy decision-making across all cities, bor-
oughs and townships within Lehigh and Northampton 
counties;

• a translation of the Consortium partners’ work into 31 
goals to be added to the Comprehensive Plan, which 
serve as the official kick-off to the update to the plan 
beginning in 2015.

The output of the Lehigh Valley Sustainability Consor-
tium is a testament to the quality of regional partnerships, 
and the missions of these agencies prove that the two coun-
ties are equal partners in serving the needs of the region’s 
fast growing population. The Consortium’s work will influence 
policy, land use, public engagement, development and eco-
nomic growth in the Lehigh Valley for years to come.  The 
global commitment to a well-planned, well-maintained, well-
invested region unites us as One Lehigh Valley (1LV).

The 1LV Plan is available online at http://www.lvpc.org.

Lehigh Valley Sustainability Consortium members
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The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission recently hosted 
two Local Government Academy courses. Sponsored 

by the Pennsylvania Municipal Planning Education Institute 
(PMPEI), these courses included “Zoning: Up Close and Per-
sonal” and “Subdivision Review: The Ins and Outs”. Though 
specifically targeting municipal officials or members of plan-
ning commissions and zoning hearing boards, the classes 
were open to the general public.

The following professionals have collaborated to teach 
these two classes: Tina E. Roseberry, AICP, the Regional 
Vice President with SSM Group, Inc.; Mark J. Vasoli, Presi-
dent of Vasoli Law Office; Michael S. Stokes, Assistant 
Director at Montgomery County Planning Commission; and 
C. Richard Roseberry, P.E., AICP, Principal Associate at 
Maser Consulting P.A. The instructors used a highly visual 
and participatory approach: illustrative presentations, case 
studies and numerous opportunities for questions or discus-

Local Government Academy courses well-attended
Eric C. McAfee, AICP, LEED AP, Director of Community Planning

sions, where students can bring real-life examples of zoning 
or subdivision considerations that are taking place in their 
municipality—even their own ordinances. At various points, 
the class divided into small groups, and the instructors gave 
the students a hypothetical scenario where they created their 
own zoning classification boundaries or a site plan, and then 
presented their “ordinance amendment” to the rest of the 
class.

While the LVPC typically hosts these classes once per 
year, the attendance and interest this time around has been 
unprecedented, with over 25 registered for each of the two 
classes. Many students opted to take both courses, taking 
advantage of a $10 discount. The LVPC looks forward to 
hosting these courses—and potential others—again in the 
future as part of the Local Government Academy. Following 
is a list of the students that participated  in the classes:

Zoning Course Participants

Scott Aquila, Lower Macungie Township Zoning Hearing Board
Molly Bender, Lower Saucon Township Council
Brian C. Carl, Weisenberg and Lowhill Townships
Monica Chibber, Whitehall Township
Norman Daniel, East Allen Township Hearing Board
Priscilla deLeon, Lower Saucon Township Council
Don Heiney, East Allen Township Planning Commission
Judy Hoffman, Weisenberg and Lowhill Townships
John Horner, Macungie Zoning Hearing Board
Gabe Hurtado, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
Tara Jones, Heidelberg Township
George Karcher, Tatamy Zoning Hearing Board
Robert T. Kimmel, Forks Township Zoning Hearing Board
Kyle Kuester, Upper Macungie Township
Joshua May, Catasauqua Planning Commission
Teresa Mackey, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
Eric McAfee, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
Peter Melan, City of Easton Zoning
Debra Mellish, Catasauqua Borough Council Member
Peggy Moser, East Allen Township Board of Supervisors
Michelle R. Rifkin, Allentown Economic Development Corporation
Daniel Scheirer, Catasauqua Zoning Hearing Board
John Schlener, Macungie Zoning Hearing Board
Barry Schultz, Hanover Township (L) Zoning Hearing Board
Robert Scott, Washington Township
Richard Semmel, North Whitehall Township Planning Commission
Richard Ward, Lower Macungie Township Zoning Hearing Board
Christine Weaver, Catasauqua Borough Council Member
Keith Zehner, South Whitehall Township Zoning Offi cer

Subdivision Course  Participants

Ron Beitler, Lower Macungie Township Board of Commissioners
Brian C. Carl, Weisenberg and Lowhill Townships
Monica Chibber, Whitehall Township
Norman Daniel, East Allen Township Hearing Board
Robert Heimbecker, Hanover Township Zoning Hearing Board
Don Heiney, East Allen Township Planning Commission
Judy Hoffman, Weisenberg and Lowhill Townships
John Horner, Macungie Zoning Hearing Board
Gabe Hurtado, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
Robert T. Kimmel, Forks Township Zoning Hearing Board
Kyle Kuester, Upper Macungie Township
Matt Malozi, Bethlehem Planning Commission
Joshua May, Catasauqua Planning Commission
Eric McAfee, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
Debra Mellish, Catasauqua Borough Council Member
Rob Melosky, Bethlehem Planning Bureau
Peggy Moser, East Allen Township Board of Supervisors
Ngozi Obi, Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
Paul Pugielli, Lower Saucon Township
Michelle R. Rifkin, Allentown Economic Development Corporation
Peter J. Rossi, Forks Township Zoning Hearing Board
Robert Scott, Washington Township
Richard Semmel, North Whitehall Township Planning Commission
Christine Weaver, Catasauqua Borough Council Member
Curtis Wegfahrt, Hanover (L) Township Zoning Hearing Board



Fall 2014 6

2014 Lehigh Valley Award winners are …

Transportation Project
Winner - State Route 145 Safety Improvement Project

Environmental Project
Winner - Little Bushkill Creek Restoration Plan

E i t l P j t

Open Space Project 
Winner - Collaborating to Protect Extraordinary 

Lands at Kirkridge

Revitalization Project
Winner - Simon Silk Mill

Community Ordinance
Winner - Route 33 Interchange Rezoning

C it O di

Community Plan
Winner - Portland Borough Comprehensive Plan

CCCCCommunitititity PlPlPlPlan
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Community of Distinction
Winner - City of Bethlehem

Land Development
Winner - PPL Center
LLLa ddnd DDDev llelopme ttntMulti-Municipal Cooperation

Winner - Slate Belt Regional Police Commission
MMMultltltiii MMMu iini iicipalll CCCooper ttatiiion
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Open space has substantial economic value regionally, 
based on analyses completed for the Lehigh Valley 

Return on Environment Study. The purpose for the study is 
to create conservation leverage, showing that through open 
space preservation, quality of life can be improved while 
saving tax dollars and growing the economy. The valuation 
of open space features will also be used to help prioritize 
natural areas for conservation. The analyses included four 
components—natural system services, air quality, outdoor 
recreation, and property values—with the following benefits 
identified:

$350 million annually - Natural system services, which 
represent benefits that humans derive from ecosystem 
functions. Analyses included seven natural system service 
components—water supply, flood mitigation, waste treat-
ment, wildlife habitat, biological control, pollination and soil 
formation.

$50 million annually - Air quality benefits, which stem 
from the ability of trees to remove significant amounts of air 
pollution and consequently improve environmental quality 
and human health. Pollutant removal benefits are included 
for nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, carbon monoxide, ozone 
and particulate matter. Carbon sequestration and storage by 
trees, through the removal of carbon dioxide from the air, is 
also included. Reduction of carbon dioxide concentrations 
helps to mitigate climate change.

$800 million annually - Outdoor recreational benefits, 
which represent the expenditures of outdoor recreation 
participants, plus the ripple effects of those dollars through 
the economy. The 11 outdoor recreation activities included 
walking, running, hiking, biking, canoeing/kayaking, hunting, 
fishing, bird watching, wildlife watching, nature study and 
camping.

Return on Environment Study nearing completion
Teresa Mackey, Senior Environmental Planner

$1.8 billion - Property values, which represent the 
cumulative increased value of all single family residential 
properties located less than ¼ mile from protected open 
space. For this analysis, protected open space was defined 
as 1) a park, natural area or outdoor recreation facility 
publicly or conservancy-owned, or privately owned with a 
conservation easement, and 2) preserved farmland.

The report will be completed by the end of 2014 and will 
provide details for the results listed above. Additional report 
sections to be included relate to: 1) the State of the Environ-
ment, providing a snapshot of the Lehigh Valley’s air quality, 
water quality, land cover and habitat, and wildlife, and 2) 
trends impacting the quality of life, local economy and the 
environment. Please contact Teresa Mackey or Geoff Reese 
at the LVPC office (610-264-4544) with any questions related 
to the Lehigh Valley Return on Environment Study.

Photo courtesy of Michael N. Kaiser, AICP

Photo courtesy of Michael N. Kaiser, AICP

Photo courtesy of Delaware & Lehigh 
National Heritage Corridor
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The LVPC staff continues to work in a cooperative 
arrangement with PennDOT’s Local Technical Assis-

tance Program (LTAP) to bring pertinent transportation train-
ing to Lehigh Valley municipalities. LTAP provides training, 
technical assistance and other services to municipal elected 
officials and their staff.  To date, ten courses were completed 
in 2014. Below is a list of upcoming courses that will be held 
in the LVPC conference room. Registration is required for 
these free courses. 

•  12/2/2014 – Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) – 
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM

The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) pro-
hibits discrimination based upon disability. Title III of the 
Act focuses on public accommodations and states that 
“barriers to access” are considered discrimination. A curb 
that prohibits a wheelchair from accessing a sidewalk, 
for example, is a barrier to access and is therefore 
discrimination. Also under the ADA, all new construc-
tion must meet the requirements of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act Accessibility Guidelines, which are part of 
the Code of Federal Regulations. While the spirit of the 
ADA is clear, the application of its specific requirements 
to local roadway maintenance and operations can be 
complex. What constitutes new construction within the 
ADA Accessibility Guidelines? Certainly, the placement 
of sidewalk in a new residential development is consid-
ered new construction, but what about the replacement 
of a deteriorated segment of sidewalk or the repaving 
of a local road? This course helps to answer questions 
like these, as well as provides specifics about planning, 
design, construction, and materials useful to municipal 
public works employees. Intended audience: All public 
works employees involved with ADA transportation 
facilities, municipal decision makers such as managers, 
foremen, codes inspectors and zoning officers, and road 
crew members with ADA facility responsibilities. 

Upcoming Local Technical Assistance Program courses
Lynette E. Romig, Senior Geographic Information Systems Analyst

12/12/2014 -  Engineering & Traffic Studies – 8:00 AM 
– 3:00 PM

How do you legally establish speed limits on municipal 
roads? How do you properly place stop signs? What are 
the problems associated with improper use of multi-way 
stop signs? This course answers these questions and 
more by demonstrating how to conduct basic engineer-
ing and traffic studies for establishment of regulatory 
signs on municipal roads. It reviews applicable laws, 
ordinances, regulations and required study procedures 
for establishing, revising and removing traffic restrictions, 
as presented in PennDOT Publication 212, Official Traf-
fic Control Devices. Participants also complete exercises 
in which they perform common engineering and traffic 
studies using real data. Intended audience: Individu-
als conducting engineering and traffic studies and those 
responsible for identifying safety problems and potential 
solutions. Law enforcement personnel, roadmasters and 
street superintendents would find the course particularly 
relevant. Others who would benefit from this course 
include elected officials and public works employees. 

Please check the LTAP website (https://www.dot7.state.
pa.us/LTAP/) to register or for more information on these 
courses. We are currently in the process of scheduling 
courses for the winter and spring of 2014-15.  Please contact 
Lynette Romig at the LVPC office (610-264-4544) or via 
email at ler@lvpc.org with any questions.

Previous LTAP participants
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Lehigh Valley Transportation Study
Project contracts awarded between July 1, 2014 and September 30, 2014

Project Municipality Cost

Roadway Departure Implementation Plan
 Systematic Improvements Various $3,386,161
Route 222 Bypass Resurfacing Various $3,363,871
PA 611 Bushkill Creek Bridge City of Easton $2,289,800
Hamilton Blvd. Resurfacing U. & L. Macungie Twps. $1.999,992
SR 378 Resurfacing City of Bethlehem/L. Saucon Twp. $1,746,651
High Friction Surface Treatments Various $1,089,810
Lehigh Street Corridor Signal Upgrades City of Allentown $848,219
SR 611 Canal Wall Repair Williams Twp. $623,706
Northampton Street Corridor Signal Upgrades City of Easton $479,436
SR 222/SR 863 Temporary Signals Installation U. Macungie Twp. $230,405

Actions
 ● Adopted the 2015 – 2018 Transportation Improvement Program. 
 ● Approved a Federal Aid Classifi cation change for Center and New Streets in the City of Bethlehem. 

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission is currently 
working with a consultant to develop a regional freight 

plan for the Lehigh Valley. The development of the Lehigh 
Valley freight plan follows on an initiative to develop a state-
wide Comprehensive Freight Movement Plan.

The freight plan will analyze current and future commod-
ity flow data by highway, rail and air modes, which would 
include and identify problem areas and concerns throughout 
the regional freight network for further 
analysis and study. Freight volume by 
both tonnage and volume for outbound, 
inbound, intra, and through-movements 
will be provided as part of this analysis. 
The top five outbound, inbound and 
intra-region commodity flows will be 
categorized due to their importance 
within the region. Forecasts of changes 
in commodity volumes and values 
will result from this effort. “The recent 
availability of commodity flow data will 
enable us to analyze freight move-
ments in the Lehigh Valley and allow 
us to better plan for future infrastruc-
ture needs” said Becky Bradley, LVPC 
Executive Director.

Additionally, to aid in developing freight plan strate-
gies, representatives from various freight interests will be 
interviewed to learn more about trends and issues affecting 
freight operations and freight planning within the region.  

The freight plan will aid in the long-term transportation 
infrastructure planning efforts for the Lehigh Valley and will 
be incorporated into the Long Range Transportation Plan. A 
completed freight plan is anticipated by spring 2015.

Work on  Valley’s first regional freight plan underway
Michael S. Donchez, Senior Transportation Planner

Photo courtesy of Olev Taremäe
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The LVPC, at its October 30 meeting, adopted a Regional 
Housing Plan outlining a new housing strategy. This 

plan, one of several key reports supported under the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
Sustainable Communities Grant, is the most thorough explo-
ration of the existing housing situation that has ever taken 
place within the Lehigh Valley. 

The Regional Housing Plan broadens the effort from 
the LVPC’s 2007 An Affordable Housing Assessment of 
the Lehigh Valley in that it: 1) looks at housing affordability 
across all incomes relative to the cost burdening threshold, 
and 2) examines the proximity of jobs and housing affordable 
for those jobs. In addition, the 2014 report tran slates public 
input, analysis of population and economic growth, a current 
housing profile, and analysis of critical influences on housing 
markets, all integrated into a set of goals, policies and imple-
mentation strategies to make progress on housing issues 
in the Lehigh Valley. It builds on the housing goals currently 
incorporated in the Comprehensive Plan The Lehigh Val-
ley…2030 and informs the next update of the Comprehen-
sive Plan, scheduled to begin in 2015. Ultimately, the goal of 
the Regional Housing Plan is to identify ways that the LVPC 
can work with the region’s governments, nonprofit and for-
profit partners to improve housing opportunities in the Lehigh 
Valley.

The Lehigh Valley housing market has changed dramati-
cally since 2007. Lower income households have become 
more cost burdened, public funding to address housing 
issues has diminished and new housing construction has hit 
historic lows. At the same time, demand for housing types 
previously deemed outdated—such as high density apart-
ments and townhomes—has increased considerably. The 
need to fully explore the housing market within the Lehigh 
Valley as it connects to fundamental socioeconomic condi-
tions, which fluctuate routinely, is critical to planning ade-
quately for the region’s future. The 2007 Affordable Housing 
Assessment found “the primary issue confronting the Lehigh 
Valley is how to create affordable housing opportunities for 
households with lower incomes.”  Many renters and home-
owners spent more than 30% of their income on housing, 
making them cost burdened by definition. Addressing hous-
ing as a market is a key priority of the 2014 Regional Hous-
ing Plan.

The Regional Housing Plan translates the key findings 
and overarching concerns identified though the analyses 

into a set of goals, policies and implementation strate-
gies to improve the housing situation in the Lehigh Valley. 
These goals, policies and strategies have their origin in the 
LVPC Comprehensive Plan. Following are the goals of the 
Regional Housing Plan: 

Goal 1: To strive for livable mixed income neighbor-
hoods throughout the Lehigh Valley that col-
lectively reflect the diversity of housing types, 
tenures and income levels of the region.

Goal 2: To promote the creation of a range of hous-
ing types, prices and rents to foster culturally 
and economically diverse neighborhoods, which 
allow households to find new housing that meets 
changing needs within their existing community.

Goal 3: To promote and maintain suitable living envi-
ronments and housing.

Goal 4: To promote the orderly development of new, 
well-planned residential environments.

Goal 5: To create an overarching consortium of 
housing interests to enhance regional coordina-
tion and effectiveness.

The Regional Housing Plan layers in additional detail 
representing the continuing and evolving trends in housing 
supply and demand, affordability, proximity to jobs, capacity 
of housing providers and available funding, among oth-
ers. The Regional Housing Plan’s recommendations for 
new implementation strategies under all five goals yield 
new opportunities for improving the housing situation in the 
Lehigh Valley. 

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission is committed to 
working with project partners to move forward with these crit-
ically important housing opportunities. The Regional Housing 
Plan includes the data, analysis, policy and implementation 
recommendations to inform needed discussion of the issues 
and provide housing to meet the needs of all Lehigh Valley 
residents. The LVPC hopes that this document will give read-
ers a better understanding of the housing issues facing the 
region and will serve as a platform for a broad and incisive 
discussion. The 2014 Regional Housing Plan is available on 
the LVPC website at http://www.lvpc.org.

LVPC adopts Regional Housing Plan
Eric C. McAfee, AICP, LEED AP, Director of Community Planning
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Meetings

The LVPC’s regular monthly meeting is held on the last Thursday 
of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the LVPC Conference Room. The 
LVPC Executive Committee meets the second Wednesday of 
the month at 4:15 p.m. in the LVPC Conference Room. All LVPC 
meetings are open to the public.

LVPC Newsletter

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Newsletter is published 
four times a year. It is e-mailed to local officials and others who 
are interested in learning about planning and development in 
the Lehigh Valley. It is also available on the LVPC website.

Mike Kaiser, AICP, former LVPC 
Executive Director, recently 

received the prestigious Planning Lead-
ership Award - Distinguished Service 
from the Pennsylvania Chapter of the 
American Planning Association. Mike, 
who dedicated 50 years of service to the 
LVPC, accepted the honor on October 
14th at the Pennsylvania Chapter’s 2014 
Annual Conference in Philadelphia. The 
Distinguished Service Award, consid-
ered a Lifetime Achievement Award in 
the planning world, is awarded to an 
individual who exemplifies dedication, 
commitment and leadership in the pro-
motion of planning. During his 50-year 
career at the LVPC, Mike was dedicated 
to the development and maintenance of 
the Lehigh Valley Comprehensive Plan 
to help guide the orderly growth of the 
Valley. He advocated for the protection of 
natural resources, farmland preservation, 
affordable housing, and improved public 
infrastructure and transportation. Mike’s 
involvement in transportation involved overseeing the

Mike Kaiser receives prestigious planning award
Susan L. Rockwell, Senior Environmental Planner

planning efforts for several regionally significant transpor-
tation corridors including I-78, Route 33, Route 222 and 
the future expansion of Route 22.  He developed planning 
partnerships with PennDOT, LANta and many other Lehigh 
Valley agencies. Mike also had a long history of involvement 
in statewide and local planning affairs. We congratulate Mike 
on this well-deserved honor.

Michael N. Kaiser, AICP receiving the Planning Leadership Award - 
Distinguished Service from PA-APA shown with Brian O’Leary, AICP, 

Section Chief, County Planning, Montgomery County Planning Commission


