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The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission, which is 
the official planning agency for the region, recently 

launched its newly revamped website. The redesigned web-
site offers quick and easy access to essential information and 
features offer a more comprehensive understanding of the 
Lehigh Valley. 

The website was updated with the assistance of Commis-
sioner Bob Lammi. Under initial guidance from Mr. Lammi, 
David Manhardt, Chief Geographic Information Systems 
Planner, developed a new layout and structure for the 
website. Design concepts were then developed with Becky 
Bradley, Executive Director.  

The new website has a clean uncluttered design, 
improved functionality and enhanced rich content focused 
on the LVPC’s mission to provide the highest quality data, 
resources and services to people, business, and government. 
The new website is located at the same address: http://www.
lvpc.org. 

“We are excited about our new website launch and the 
robust information it provides for the Lehigh Valley,” said 
Bradley. “The new site allows our visitors a very informative 
experience as we continue to evolve and increase our acces-
sibility and availability to the people of the Lehigh Valley.”

Bud Hackett, Director of Business Development at 
Ondra-Huyett Associates, Inc., a Lehigh Valley construc-
tion management firm, notes, “The Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission has long been known for the quality of their 
information. It’s great to see the new website and the contin-
ued commitment to a comprehensive, accurate approach to 
growth.”          

“We offer everything from population and employment 
projections to reports on the location and timing of develop-
ment in the Lehigh Valley,” said Bradley. “Our model ordi-
nances, which offer technical guidance on a variety of local 
development issues, received over 229,000 visits last year 
alone. With so many new projects planned for 2014 and bet-
ter website functionality and searchability overall, I antici-
pate that we’ll be well over a 1 million visits by year end.” 

The LVPC’s new website will be updated on a regular 
basis with news of plan and project launches, availability of 
new data, maps and projections, regional milestones, and 
events. Visitors are encouraged to explore the website and 
sign up to receive the latest news from the LVPC at http://
www.lvpc.org.

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Launches New Website

New Logo!

The new and completely redesigned website 
offers visitors richer insight into the Lehigh 
Valley’s people, places and economy
Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director
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Spring 2014 2

The LVPC recently updated the Regional Travel Demand 
Model. The travel model is a tool used by the Planning 

Commission and the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study to 
forecast where, how and when people travel. 

The first model was built in the mid-1990s and was 
updated in 2003 and 2013. The 2013 update was done by 
AECOM consultants. AECOM was contracted for four tasks: 
calibration to year 2010, forecasting traffic volumes (2020, 
2030 and 2040), an environmental justice accessibility func-
tion, and staff training. To comply with the Federal Highway 
Administration’s environmental justice guidance, an addi-
tional feature was built into the model by AECOM upon the 
request of the LVPC to determine the accessibility to jobs, 
shopping, and education for minorities and low-income 
populations. The model is updated every 10 years.

With the travel model re-calibrated, it can be used to 
produce the congestion management process, which will be 
a key part of the Long Range Transportation Plan update 
in 2014. In the past, the model was also used for air quality 
conformity and to evaluate regionally significant projects. 

Lehigh Valley Travel Model
Chris Mukkadan, Transportation Engineer

Some notable projects for which the model was used include 
the Route 22 alternatives analysis, American Parkway Bridge 
preliminary design, and Route 222 bypass preliminary 
design. 

The model calculates four modes of travel: drive alone, 
carpool, bus and non-motorized (walk/bike). It has the 
capability to run and produce future road volumes using the 
household and employment forecasts developed by the LVPC 
for 2020, 2030 and 2040. Many other resources were used 
to calibrate the model to 2010. Data came from the 2010 
Census, 2006-2010 American Community Survey, National 
Housing Travel Survey from 2009, and volume counts done 
by the LVPC. 

In addition to the uses mentioned above, the LVPC 
will use the travel model for scenario planning alternatives 
analysis, corridor plans, transit system planning, and traffic 
diversion due to roadway closure or reduction in capacity. 
The travel model will continue to be a heavily-used evalua-
tion tool.

After much debate, deliberation, and teeth gnashing, 
Governor Corbett signed into law Act 89, providing 

much needed additional state funding for transportation 
capital investments. The law will provide a total of $2.3 
to $2.4 billion annually at the end of a five-year ramp up 
period. The additional funding will help to maintain the 
existing transportation network, expand the network strate-
gically and leverage federal transportation dollars.

As expected, the primary funding mechanism contained 
within the law is the lifting of the oil company franchise tax 
cap. The tax is based upon wholesale gasoline and diesel 
prices and will ultimately provide approximately $1.85 bil-
lion annually. Other revenue sources will include increases in 
motor license and registration fees as well as surcharges on 
traffic violations.

By year five, an additional $1.3 billion annually will be 
directed to highways and bridges while nearly $500 million 
will go to transit. An additional $237 million per year will 
go to local roads and bridges, representing a 60% increase. 
A multi-modal fund will be established and funded at $144 
million per year. Aviation, rail freight, passenger rail, ports/

waterways and bike/pedestrian projects are eligible to use 
this funding source.

PennDOT developed projects under a ten year program 
called the “Decade of Investment” to show the projects that 
could be done if additional funding was made available. The 
projects can be seen online at http://www.dot7.state.pa.us/
doi/ and then clicking on the two boxes next to “Decade of 
Investment.”  The most notable project in the Lehigh Valley 
is the widening of Route 22 from Airport Road to 15th Street. 
This project was scaled down to the interchange projects 
at MacArthur Road and Fullerton Avenue (including the 
replacement of the Route 22 Bridge over the Lehigh River) 
due to lack of funding but will now be reinstated onto the 
Transportation Improvement Program so that the widening 
can move forward.  

The longer term financial implications for capital trans-
portation funding coming to the region are still being sorted 
out and will be the subject of a future newsletter article.  
Please contact Joe Gurinko at 610-264-4544 or at jlg@lvpc.
org if you have any questions regarding state transportation 
funding.

State approves additional transportation funding
Joe Gurinko, AICP, Director of Transportation Planning
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2014 Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission upcoming meetings

The following is the schedule of regular monthly meetings 
and all Committee meetings of the Lehigh Valley Plan-

ning Commission. The LVPC Commission and Committee 
meetings will be held in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commis-
sion’s Conference Room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, 
Suite 310, Allentown.

Lehigh Valley Planning
Commission (7:00 P.M.)

Thursday, April 24, 2014

Thursday, May 29, 2014

Thursday, June 26, 2014

Thursday, July 31, 2014

Thursday, August 28, 2014

Thursday, September 25, 2014

Thursday, October 30, 2014

Thursday, November 20, 2014

Thursday, December 18, 2014 (11:00 A.M.)

Thursday, January 29, 2015

Executive Committee (4:00 P.M.) - On the second 
Wednesday of each month except for the January 15, 2014 
meeting.  LVPC Conference Room.

Comprehensive Planning Committee (12:00 
Noon) - On the Tuesday immediately preceding LVPC 
meeting dates above.  LVPC Conference Room.

Environment Committee – January – May 
2014, at 10:00 A.M. on the Tuesday of the Comprehen-
sive Planning Committee meetings.  LVPC Conference Room.  
June – December 2014, at 11:00 A.M. on the Tues-
day of the Comprehensive Planning Committee meetings.  
LVPC Conference Room.

Transportation Committee (5:00 P.M.) - Same 
night as the LVPC meeting listed above except for Decem-
ber’s meeting at 9:00 A.M.  LVPC Conference Room.

Technical Committee 
meeting dates

2014
(All Meetings Begin at 9:00 a.m. in LVPC 

Conference Room)

Monday, April 28, 2014

Monday, May 19, 2014

Monday, June 30, 2014

Monday, July 28, 2014

Monday, August 25, 2014

Monday, September 29, 2014

Monday, October 27, 2014

Monday, November 24, 2014

Monday, December 15, 2014

Coordinating Committee 
meeting dates

2014
(All Meetings Begin at 10:00 a.m. in LVPC 

Conference Room)

Wednesday, June 4, 2014

Wednesday, July 16, 2014

Wednesday, August 6, 2014

Wednesday, October 8, 2014

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

LVTS is committed to compliance with the nondiscrimi-
nation requirements of applicable civil rights statutes, execu-
tive orders, regulations, and policies. The meeting location is 
accessible to persons with disabilities. With advance notifica-
tion, accommodations may be provided for those with special 
needs related to language, sight, or hearing. If you have a 
request for a special need, wish to file a complaint, or desire 
additional information, please contact Michael Donchez, 
Senior Transportation Planner, Lehigh Valley Planning Com-
mission, 961 Marcon Blvd., Suite 310, Allentown, PA 18109-
9397, (610) 264-4544.

2014 Lehigh Valley Transportation Study 
upcoming meetings
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LVPC actions may be found on the web at 

 http://lvpc.org/meetings.html

For the fourth year, the LVPC has continued its partner-
ship with PennDOT to assist with the Local Technical 

Assistance Program (LTAP). The LVPC became involved 
in the program to provide transportation-related training 
opportunities to municipalities in the two-county area, mak-
ing them more aware of the value of LTAP training and dem-
onstrating how it would benefit their local transportation 
programs. With LTAP’s availability and convenience, it has 
turned out to be a logical extension of the services the LVPC 
provides to Lehigh Valley communities. All municipalities 
are encouraged to take advantage of the LTAP services.

In 2013, 22 successful LTAP sessions were held at the 
LVPC office. While the focus is on providing these opportuni-
ties to Lehigh Valley municipalities, our reach has extended 
beyond Lehigh and Northampton counties - there were 
several participants from Berks, Carbon, Chester, Columbia, 
Lackawanna, Montgomery and Schuylkill counties.  Some of 
the more popular sessions were Equipment & Worker Safety 
and Work Zone (Temporary) Traffic Control. Another popu-
lar session held at the end of the year was Traffic Signs. This 
class has been scheduled again in 2014.   

Another service available through LTAP is a municipal 
technical assistance program, or tech assists. LTAP engineers 
are available by phone, email, and in person to help munici-
palities troubleshoot specific maintenance and safety prob-
lems on their roadways. LVPC staff participated in a tech 
assist for the cities of Allentown and Bethlehem, as well as 
Bethlehem Township and participated in safety field reviews 
in all three municipalities. Staff will continue to participate 
in these programs as time allows. Listed below are upcom-
ing courses that will be held in the LVPC conference room. 
Registration is required for these free courses. 

 ● Wednesday, April 23rd – Principles of Paving (full day)

 ● Thursday, May 8th – Traffic Calming (full day)

 ● Tuesday, May 20th – Drainage: The Key to Roads that 
Last (full day)

 ● Tuesday, July 8th – Traffic Signs (full day)

 ● Wednesday, July 23rd – Roadside Safety Features (full 
day)

Additional courses will be scheduled for 2014.  Please 
check our website (www.lvpc.org) or the main LTAP website 
for more information (www.ltap.state.pa.us).

2013 Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) training summary and upcoming 
courses
Lynette Romig, Senior Geographic Information Systems Analyst

Lehigh Valley Transportation Study
Project contracts awarded between October 1, 2013 and March 31, 2014

Project Municipality Cost

Route 33 Resurface from SR 512-Monroe County Plainfield Twp./Wind Gap Borough $1,421,234

SR 946 Resurface - Ranger Road to Route 512 Moore/Bushkill/Upper and Lower Nazareth Twps. $1,087,459

8th Street Bridge Rehabilitation City of Allentown $18,541,536

Actions
  LVTS Public Participation Plan - Approved release for a 45-day public review and comment period  

  2013 TIP Accomplishments - Accepted as partial completion of task 5.1 of the FY 2014 Unified Planning Work Program

  2014 LVTS meeting schedule - Approved for publication
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LVPC releases updated model floodplain regulations
David Berryman, Chief Community Planner

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) released 
an updated Floodplain Guide/Model Regulations in 

March. The model regulation was funded in part by a grant 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and 
Natural Resources (PA DCNR) through the Delaware and 
Lehigh National Corridor. The LVPC published model flood-
plain regulations in 1975 and revised regulations in 2007. 
The 2014 release is timely in advance of new Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs) that will become effective for Northamp-
ton County communities this summer, which may require 
each community to update its floodplain management 
ordinance. The Pennsylvania Department of Community and 
Economic Development evaluated the model regulations for 
consistency with the state suggested provisions. 

Over 94% of municipalities in the state of Pennsylvania 
have areas designated as being prone to flooding.  Locally, 
flooding is the most significant natural hazard in the Lehigh 
Valley, with all 62 communities prone to flooding. The region 
has two major rivers and numerous streams within its bor-
ders with nearly 40 square miles of land, 11,803 properties, 
and 3,072 structures in the 100 year floodplain.  Since 1950, 
the region has suffered 23 flood events resulting in federal 
and state disaster declarations, with recent destructive 
events in 2004, 2005, 
2006 and 2011.

Local floodplain 
management is chal-
lenging since many 
communities in the 
Lehigh Valley were 
founded along major 
waterways as centers of 
commerce and industry 
that relied on streams 
and rivers for water 
supply, power and 
transportation.  The 
regulations attempt to 
deal with the dilemma 
between economic rede-
velopment and hazard 
mitigation by permit-
ting redevelopment 
projects that meet a set 
of very specific, strin-
gent standards and do 
not include residences 

or critical facilities. Highlights of the model regulations 
include:

 ● They do not rely solely on the FIRMs for determining the 
location of a floodplain.  Soil data and special studies can 
also be used in determining the location of a floodplain.

 ● No new development or redevelopment is permitted in 
the floodway, where during a flood, water is often travel-
ing the fastest and is the deepest.

 ● Redevelopment is permitted outside of the floodway as 
long as it does not include residential structures or criti-
cal facilities, does not include a prohibited use, is consis-
tent with the municipal comprehensive plan and zoning 
ordinance, and is floodproofed and elevated above the 
base flood elevation.

 ● Improvements to existing structures and reconstruction 
of a structure in a floodplain are strictly regulated.  How-
ever, a municipality can waive floodproofing regulations 
for historic structures.

The model regulations can be found on the LVPC website 
at www.lvpc.org.  For more information about the regula-
tions, contact Dave Berryman at 610-264-4544. 
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The Annual Subdivision Activity and Building Report 
for 2013 was released in March by the Lehigh Valley 

Planning Commission (LVPC). The LVPC has published the 
annual subdivision activity report since 1972. The LVPC 
reviews subdivision and land development plans from 
Lehigh Valley municipalities relative to the policies of the 
Comprehensive Plan The Lehigh Valley ... 2030. The report 
is updated annually to provide an overview of development 
activity during the year.   

In 2013, there was a modest rebound in subdivision 
activity in the Lehigh Valley over previous years. The com-
bination of development 
spurred by the Neighbor-
hood Improvement Zone 
in the City of Allentown 
and an improving unem-
ployment rate (annual 
8.7% in 2012, annual 
7.0% in 2013) may gener-
ally explain the increase 
in regional subdivision 
activity.  

Unlike the previous decade where single family homes 
were proposed in great numbers, the recent trend of more 
apartments and assisted living units proposed by develop-
ers continued in 2013.  Despite continued low mortgage 
rates and a lower unemployment rate, the demand for new 
single family homes, townhomes and duplex “twin” units 

remains weak in com-
parison to previous 
building “booms” and 
development trends in 
the region.  In compari-
son, the rental market 
appears favorable with 
the continued demand 
for apartments.  From 
1984-2008, single family 
homes were proposed in 
greater quantities than 
apartments. Since 2008, 

however, apartments have outpaced single family homes, 
which may signify a new trend. 

Non-residential development saw a substantial increase 
in 2013 with nearly 7.5 million square feet (a 288% increase 

over 2012) approved 
by local municipalities 
for warehouses, office 
space and retail develop-
ment. Three large ware-
houses in Bethlehem and 
the arena in downtown 
Allentown added to those 
numbers.

Despite record low 
mortgage rates, low 

unemployment is a key ingredient for boosting demand in 
housing. The report provides a comparison of the regional 
(Lehigh Valley) unemployment rate and subdivision activ-
ity from 1973-2012. “Locally, there is a strong correlation 
between the unemployment rate and subdivision activity 
as subdivision activity is 
higher during periods of 
lower regional unemploy-
ment,” said Dave Berry-
man, Chief Community 
Planner. Subdivision 
activity locally is also 
affected by national eco-
nomic and demographic 
trends. For example, 
subdivision activity was at 
its highest in 1973, the last 
year of the post- World 
War II economic expansion in the United States. Subdivi-
sion activity was lower and unemployment higher during 
the United States recessions of 1973-1975, 1980, 1981-1982, 
1990-1991, 2001 and 2007-2009. Subdivision activity was 
strong in the mid-1980s as the middle and later years of the 
baby boom generation (people born from 1946 and 1964) 

were starting families and 
buying homes. The strong 
subdivision activity in the 
mid-2000s is represen-
tative of a later genera-
tion of people born from 
1965-1982 buying homes.

The report and 
related charts can be 
accessed through the 
LVPC website at www.
lvpc.org.

LVPC releases Annual Subdivision and Building Activity Report
David Berryman, Chief Community Planner



Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 7 Spring 2014

Return on Environment
Teresa Mackey, Senior Environmental Planner

The LVPC has begun work on a Return on Environ-
ment study for the Lehigh Valley. The study will 

document the value of natural resources and open space 
in the region as it relates to economic benefits and qual-
ity of life. An advisory committee will be established 
to provide input on the project.  The study will create 
conservation leverage, showing that quality of life can 
be improved while saving tax dollars and growing the 
economy.

Study components that will be analyzed include 
environmental services, air quality health benefits, 
outdoor recreation economic benefits, and property 
values. A value map will be generated that will show the 
total natural economic benefits of these four compo-
nents. Trends impacting the quality of life, local econ-
omy, and the environment will also be presented in the 
report. The study will be completed by fall 2014.

LVPC holds first ever Floodplain Management Forum
David P. Berryman, Chief Community Planner

Over 40 Lehigh Valley residents and municipal leaders attended the first ever Lehigh Valley Floodplain Management Forum on 
Thursday, March 20.  The event, held during National Flood Awareness Week, was sponsored by the Lehigh Valley Planning 

Commission and held at the Nurture Nature Center in downtown Easton. The goal of the forum was to facilitate a discussion of impor-
tant floodplain management issues by bringing together experts who represent various stakeholders from government, industry, and 
academia. The discussion centered around policies that will reduce losses associated with flooding, as well as protect and enhance the 
natural and beneficial functions of local flood prone areas. 

Speakers at the event included Dave Berryman, LVPC’s Chief Community Planner, who presented the updated LVPC floodplain 
model regulations and statistics about the frequency of local flooding events and flood losses. Rachel Hogan-Carr, Director of the Nur-
ture Nature Center, spoke to the audience about the Center and their Focus on Floods project, which in cooperation with the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the National Weather Service, helps educate residents about flooding and improve their 
flood readiness. Dan Fitzpatrick, Pennsylvania’s National Flood Insurance Program Coordinator, discussed Flood Insurance Rate Maps 
and  the effects of the Biggert-Waters Act of 2012.  

Livable Landscapes—Northampton 
County Open Space Plan Project
Teresa Mackey, Senior Environmental Planner

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC), in 
collaboration with Northampton County, is currently 

working on an open space plan to guide future conservation 
and outdoor recreation efforts within the county.  The focus 
of the plan will be on environmentally sensitive areas, farm-
land, trails, outdoor recreation, historic and cultural areas, 
economic benefits (see sidebar), and the overall quality of 
life within Northampton County. An advisory committee has 
been formed that will provide input and feedback during the 
different stages of the planning process.  Public participation 
will be a key component of the project.  

A vision for Northampton County’s open space network 
will be created that will define the desired future of open 
space in the county. Further, the Northampton County 
21st Century Open Space Guidelines will be reviewed and 
updated as part of the plan. These guidelines provide infor-
mation for applicants to obtain county funding to preserve 
natural areas and farmland and to acquire, develop, or reha-
bilitate municipal parks.

The project is being funded by monies received as part of 
the Act 13 Marcellus Shale Legacy Fund county distribution 
and will be completed by summer 2015.

For more information on this project, contact Teresa 
Mackey at (610) 264-4544.
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The U.S. Census Bureau recently released its July 1, 
2013 county population estimates. According to the 

estimates, the population in Lehigh County increased from 
349,497 to 355,092, or 1.6%, since April 2010.  Northamp-
ton County grew from 297,735 people to 299,791, or 0.7%. 
A total of 7,651 people have been added in the Lehigh Valley 
during this time period bringing the total estimated popula-
tion to 654,883. The 2010 Census population for the Valley 
was 647,232.  Municipal population estimates for 2013 will 
be released by the Census Bureau later this year.

Additional information on county population estimates 
is available from the U.S. Census Bureau website (www.
census.gov) and the Pennsylvania State Data Center website 
(http://pasdc.hbg.psu.edu/).

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commis-
sion (LVPC) is currently working on 

an energy element for the Comprehensive 
Plan The Lehigh Valley…2030 as part 
of the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) Sustainability 
Communities program. Recognizing that 
energy powers our daily lives, from heat-
ing and cooling our homes and offices to 
our modes of transportation, the energy 
element is necessary for energy conserva-
tion and consumption planning.  Baseline 
energy data on the state and region was 
gathered into one document, the Lehigh 
Valley Energy Profile, to assist in the 
crafting of goals, policies and strate-
gies for the energy element. The Energy 
Profile was released by the LVPC as a stand-alone document 
in March and is timely for the discussion on powering the 
Valley for the future. According to LVPC Senior Community 
Planner, Ngozi Obi, “The Energy Profile offers information 
on house heating fuel, which was a major concern over the 
last decade due to pricing. The maps in the report tell a story 

Interesting facts:

Natural gas as house heating fuel increased from 60,427 
housing units in 2000 to 76,418 housing units in 2010.

Coal decreased as house heating fuel from 3.1% of hous-
ing units in 1990 to 0.8% housing units in 2010, or 4,457 less 
units.

Propane as a house heating fuel increased from 3,270 
housing units in 1990 to 6,164 housing units in 2010.

that numbers alone can’t fully illustrate. Linking pricing 
data, house heating fuel information and a heat calculator 
begins to tell the story of the decisions people make in heat-
ing their home.” The Energy Profile is available on the LVPC 
website (www.lvpc.org).

Energy Profile
Ngozi Obi, Senior Community Planner

County population estimates released
Susan L. Rockwell, Senior Environmental Planner
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At the end of each calendar year, the LVPC develops a list 
of Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) bridge, 

highway, transit, and transportation enhancement projects.  
This list consists of projects completed by the end of 2013, 
projects that are currently under construction, projects 
expected to go to construction in 2014, and other projects in 
planning, which include important projects scheduled to go 
to construction in upcoming years.

In 2013, 26 TIP projects were completed (see map on 
page 10). Some of the larger projects included the replace-
ment of the Tatamy Bridge in Tatamy Borough and Forks 
Township, replacement of the Ward Street and 15th Street 
Bridges in Allentown, and Route 145 Safety Project, which 
consisted of safety improvements along MacArthur Road 
from Eberhart Road to Municipal Drive in Whitehall Town-
ship. Three projects were focused on pedestrian travel, 
e.g. the Delaware Avenue Pedestrian Access project, which 
upgraded the existing curb ramp facilities along Delaware 
Avenue in Fountain Hill Borough.  Lastly, two projects were 
focused on transit, including the renovation of LANta’s 
Allentown bus garage.  

Construction on 15 projects will continue into 2014 (see 
map on page 11). Five bridge projects, including the Lehigh 
Street Tri-Bridges and 
Schlicher’s Covered Bridge, 
should be completed by the 
end of 2014. On the highway 
side, the American Parkway 
project is underway, and the 
new bridge over the Lehigh 
River will connect the exist-
ing sections of the Parkway. 
The Route 412 project will 
widen the existing roadway 
to help alleviate congestion 
in the City of Bethlehem.  
The Route 22/MacArthur 
Road interchange is cur-
rently on its final phase and 
is expected to be completed 
by Spring 2014. LANta has 
started installing bus shel-
ters along its routes and has 
already purchased 9 Heavy-
Duty Hybrid Buses, which 
were delivered in January 
2014.  

2013 Transportation capital project accomplishments
Joshua Spano, Transportation Planner

In addition to the ongoing projects, Lehigh Valley resi-
dents can expect to see 18 new projects (five bridge projects 
and 13 highway projects) start construction in 2014 (see map 
on page 11).  The rehabilitation of the 8th Street Bridge in 
Allentown will begin Fall 2014. The Route 33/Freemansburg 
Avenue project in Bethlehem Township will widen the inter-
change to accommodate traffic demands and will be com-
pleted in 2016. The Route 378 High Tension Median Barrier 
project will improve safety along Route 378 from Route 22 to 
the Hill-to-Hill Bridge in the City of Bethlehem.  

Planning for these and other improvements is an ongo-
ing process that is a major part of the LVPC transportation 
planning program.  The LVPC staff applauds PennDOT and 
the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study for a much needed 
aggressive approach to solving the Valley’s aging infrastruc-
ture problem. The focus of the improvements over the next 
few years will continue to be maintenance and safety. Please 
contact Joseph Gurinko at 610-264-4544 or at jlg@lvpc.org 
if you have questions about the status of Lehigh Valley trans-
portation projects, plans or programs.    

Recently completed Tatamy Bridge in Tatamy Borough/Forks Township.
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The LVPC is continuing its work on housing issues using 
funding from the U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development (HUD) under the Sustainable Commu-
nities program. As part of this work, the LVPC conducted its 
Housing Matters public participation program. The purpose 
of the public participation program was to seek input, recom-
mendations and feedback on how the region can support the 
creation of new housing and to maintain existing housing 
stock. The program used a combination of community meet-
ings and surveys (paper, online and via phone) for the public 
outreach. 

The community meetings, titled Housing Matters: How 
do you envision home?, were intimate discussions centered 
around housing availability and choice in the areas of hous-
ing type, location, existing housing and new housing options. 
Thanks to everyone who came out to support our efforts and 
voice their thoughts and concerns on housing in the Lehigh 
Valley.

Meetings were held at the following locations:

  Tuesday, November 12: Mountainville Memorial 

  Monday, November 18: St. Luke’s Church 

  Thursday, November 21: Lehigh Senior Center 

  Monday, November 25: East Side Youth Center 

  Tuesday, December 3: NCC Fowler Center  

  Wednesday, January 22: Hanover Township 
Municipal Building (Northampton Co.) 

  Thursday, January 23: Nurture Nature Center 

  Monday, January 27: Upper Milford Municipal 
Building 

  Tuesday, January 28: Lehigh Gap Nature Center 

  Wednesday, January 29: Jacobsburg Environ-
mental Center 

  Wednesday, January 29: Palmer Library Meet-
ing Room 

  Thursday, February 6: Seidersville Hall 

  Monday, February 10: Washington Township 
Administration Building (Northampton Co.) 

  Monday, February 17: Lower Milford Township 
Municipal Building

Our Housing Matters survey was voluntary, anonymous 
and identified current housing need. We partnered with the 
Lehigh Valley Research Consortium to conduct the survey via 
phone throughout the Lehigh Valley. In addition, the survey 
was made available online via Survey Monkey and distrib-
uted via our community partners and at our community 
meetings. We received over 1,700 completed surveys through 
our outreach efforts. The results will be analyzed for inclu-
sion in the Regional Housing Plan.

Housing Matters: How do you envision home?
Ngozi Obi, Senior Community Planner

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission elected 
officers for 2014 at the December 2013 Com-

mission meeting. Kent Herman was elected Chair. 
Liesel Dreisbach was elected Vice Chair, and Steve 
Repasch was elected Treasurer.

LVPC officers elected for 2014

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission
961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310
Allentown, Pennsylvania  18109

Phone: (610) 264-4544 or
Toll Free: (888) 627-8808

FAX: (610) 264-2616
Email: lvpc@lvpc.org

Website: www.lvpc.org

CHAIR  Kent H. Herman
VICE CHAIR  Liesel Dreisbach
TREASURER  Stephen Repasch

Executive Director
Becky A. Bradley, AICP

Newsletter Editor:
Susan L. Rockwell

Newsletter Design:
Alice J. Lipe

  

Meetings

The LVPC’s regular monthly meeting is held on the last Thurs-
day of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the LVPC Conference Room. 
The LVPC Executive Committee meets the second Wednesday 
of the month at 4:15 p.m. in the LVPC Conference Room. All 
LVPC meetings are open to the public.

LVPC Newsletter

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Newsletter is 
published four times a year. It is e-mailed to local officials 
and others who are interested in learning about planning and 
development in the Lehigh Valley. It is also available on the 
LVPC website.


