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Construction of 1.8M SF warehouse at LVIP VII in Bethlehem

Chapter 4  
Regional Attractions 
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Regional attractions can be defined as land uses that generate 
a significant number of trips originating from locations beyond 
the local community in which the land use is situated. Such at-
tractions typically consist of destinations with a regional inter-
est, such as shopping malls or other larger commercial areas, 
large employment centers, sports venues, institutions, large 
transportation hubs, amusement parks, casinos, etc. Region-
al freight attractions, more specifically, generate a significant 
amount of freight-related traffic. These land uses differ from 
general attractions since freight attractions typically consist of 
distribution hubs and land uses that receive large quantities of 
freight (such as warehousing, major industrial sites or concen-
trated commercial districts).

The Lehigh Valley Surface Transportation Plan 2011–2030 has 
identified a significant number of regional freight attractions 
within the Lehigh Valley. Among the primary freight attractions 
are:

 • The intermodal/transloading facilities identified in the 
LVRFP (especially the Bethlehem Intermodal site); and,

 
 • The Lehigh Valley Industrial Park (LVIP) VII, located at 

the former Bethlehem Steel Site in the City of Bethle-
hem.

In addition, at least 45 major industrial parks are located within 
the Lehigh Valley, with roughly half located in Northampton 
County and half in Lehigh County. Geographically, the major 
concentration of these industrial parks is located near I-78/ 
US 22 and PA 100. Other industrial parks and manufacturers 
are dispersed throughout the region but generally correspond 
to the population densities and major transportation corridors. 
Land in the region is available at reasonable cost. The Lehigh 
Valley is situated within an investment grade market, with 
currently approximately 52 million ft2 of industrial space and 20 
million ft2 coming online over the next several years. Figure 5 
illustrates the freight assets in the region.

Major population centers experiencing the highest densities 
include the areas surrounding Allentown, Bethlehem and 
Easton. 

The majority of traffic generators in the Lehigh Valley are gen-
erally oriented east-west along the US 22 corridor, especially 
between Airport Road west to PA 100 and along the PA 309 
corridor. Employment growth is also highly concentrated along 
the US 22 corridor, which could result in increased demand for 
freight distribution. The PA 33 corridor in Northampton County 
and the US 222/PA 100 corridor in Lehigh County have been 
identified as growing areas that will be important employment 
centers in the future.

Figure 5
Intermodal Facilities in the Lehigh Valley



32 33

Other notable regional attractions include:

 • The Coca-Cola Park minor league baseball stadium in 
Allentown

 • Stabler Center, including the Penn State University 
Lehigh Valley Campus in Upper Saucon Township and 
Lehigh Valley Hospital Center in Salisbury Township, 
Lehigh County

 • Lehigh Valley Health Network
 • Lehigh Valley Mall
 • Dorney Park in South Whitehall Township, Lehigh 

County
 • St. Luke’s Hospital Medical Center, Allentown, Lehigh 

County
 • St. Luke’s Facilities, Bethlehem Township, Northamp-

ton County and Fountain Hill, Lehigh County
 • The PPL Center arena area in downtown Allentown, 

Lehigh County
 • Musikfest in Bethlehem
 • Various commercial generators at areas with easy 

access to the highway network
 • Nine colleges and universities

The statewide Comprehensive Freight Movement Plan used 
IHS Global Insight Freight Finder data to identify freight gen-
erators. Figure 6 illustrates the Freight Finder data for the 
Lehigh Valley region and shows that many major generators 
are located near I-78 and US 22. Chapter 12 identifies the top 
commodity types shipped via truck and rail in the region by 
tonnage and value.

An issue of growing concern for area planners includes that of 
land consumption related to warehousing and distribution cen-
ters. These facilities by nature consume enormous amounts 
of acreage, but do not employ many workers in return, and 
create additional freight demands on area transportation infra-
structure. Overall, the availability of land is at a premium for 
warehousing and distribution for sites with access to rail.

Figure 6
Lehigh Valley Freight Generators by Number of Employees, 2014


