
LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING 

Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 7:00 pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

AGENDA  

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC WE WILL NOT BE MEETING IN-PERSON.  
WE'VE ARRANGED FOR TECHNOLOGY THAT WILL ALLOW FOR BOTH 

VIRTUAL/WEBINAR AND CALL-IN MEETING OPTIONS.  ADDITIONAL UPDATES 
WILL BE PROVIDED AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE.     

Roll Call 

Courtesy of Floor 

Chairman’s Report 

COVID-19 Pandemic Response and Run of Virtual/Call-In Meeting 

Minutes 
February 27, 2020 Commission Meeting (see page 4)

Comprehensive Planning Committee: 

1. Whitehall Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Muhlenberg College

Baseball and Softball Fields (JS) (see page 12)
2. Whitehall Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Elementary School (SS) (see page 14)
3. City of Bethlehem – Land Use of Regional Significance – Lehigh University College

of Business and Economics (SS) (see page 17)
4. City of Easton – Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance Amendment (SS) (see page 19)
5. Borough of Stockertown – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Lot Width and Steep

Slopes (JS) (see page 27)
6. Borough of Stockertown – Subdivision and Land Development Ordinance

Amendment – Sidewalks and Curbs (JS) (see page 29)
7. Project Reviews

a. Summary Sheet (JS, SS) (see page 31)

Environment/Transportation Committees: 

1. Walk/RollLV: Active Transportation Plan (GR, CD)

a. Final Draft available at https://www.lvpc.org/walkrolllv.html

b. WorkshopLV: Multimodal, April 22nd @ LVPC Office, 3:00 pm
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Old Business: 

1. BuildLV: 2019 Development and Housing Trends Report Follow-Up(BB)

a. Completed:

i. Lehigh Valley Business Journal Real Estate Symposium

ii. Pennsylvania Brownfield’s Conference

b. Pending:

i. County of Northampton - TBD

ii. County of Lehigh - TBD

iii. Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce Commercial Real

Estate Outlook – April 23rd, 10 AM-1PM, Holiday Inn-Breinigsville

New Business: 

1. Proposed LVPC Bylaws Amendment (RL,BB) (see page 33)
a. Summary: Authorizing full Commission mail, telephone and electronic

ballots under special conditions

b. Draft revision available at  https://www.lvpc.org/meetings.html

Communications: 

1. Census Report (see page 47)

Executive Director’s Report: 

1. Monthly Subdivision and Land Development Report (BB) (see page 48)

Public Engagement and Participation: 

1. Engagement and Participation in light of COVID-19 Uncertainty (TO) (see page 49)

Additional Information 

1. Optimizing Cold Storage through Semi-Automation (see page 50)

Next Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Meeting: 

Thursday, April 30th @ LVPC, 7:00 pm 
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LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Minutes from the Thursday, February 27, 2020 Meeting 

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly 
meeting on Thursday, February 27, 2020 at 7:00 pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission’s conference room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, 
PA. 

Mr. Zebrowski chaired the meeting. 

Ms. Vazquez took Roll Call. 

Members in Attendance: 

Lehigh County 

Percy Dougherty, Bob Elbich, Mike Gibson, Steven Glickman, CeCe Gerlach, Michael 
Harakal, Kent Herman, Jamie Johnson, Richard Molchany, Christina Morgan, Owen 
O’Neil, Kathy Rader, Stephen Repasch, Joshua Seigel, Kevin Schmidt, Donna Wright, 
and Amy Zanelli 

Northampton County 

Christopher Amato, Malissa Davis, Charles Elliott, Susan Lawless, Robert Lammi, Carl 
Manges, William McGee, John McGorry, Stephen Melnick, Pamela Pearson, Spirit 
Rutzler, Tina Smith, Gerald Yob, and Greg Zebrowski 

Members Absent: 

Lehigh County 

Leonard Lightner 

Northampton County 

Bryan Callahan, Janell Connolly, Liesel Dreisbach, Darlene Heller, and Kevin Lott 

Staff Present: Matt Assad, Becky Bradley, Charles Doyle, Brian Hite, Craig 
Kackenmeister, Tracy Oscavich, Geoff Reese, Susan Rockwell, Jill Seitz, Samantha 
Smith, David Towsey, and Bethany Vazquez 

Public Present: Lori Vargo Heffner and Charles Volk 

4



    
   

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR 
 
None. 
 
MINUTES 
 
Mr. Zebrowski stated that the minutes of the January 30, 2020 LVPC meeting are 
attached. Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the minutes. Mr. Repasch seconded 
the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  
 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 
Mr. Zebrowski opened the meeting with recognition of five newly appointed 
Commissioners, Ms. Zanelli (Lehigh County), Mr. Callahan (Bethlehem City), Mr. Seigel 
(Allentown City), Ms. Johnson (Fountain Hill Borough), and Ms. Gerlach (Allentown 
City). Mr. Zebrowski asked each Commissioner, with the exception of Mr. Callahan who 
could not be present, to give brief introductory remarks and welcomed them to the 
Lehigh Valley Planning Commission. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
Comprehensive Planning Committee 
 
1. Bushkill Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Ken Butz Elementary School 

Additions 
Ms. Smith reviewed the Land Use of Regional Significance for Bushkill Township. The 
subject application proposes a series of additions totaling 12,709 square feet to the 
existing Butz Elementary School. This application is generally consistent with the 
County Comprehensive Plan because this addition serves to ‘increase the social, 
economic and environmental well-being of the region’ by improving educational 
services on a site that is already developed and can readily accommodate the 
proposed expansion through clustering of ‘development near crossroads villages in 
exurban and agricultural areas’. The existing location of the school in a crossroads 
village is appropriate for the rural (exurban) nature of Bushkill Township and serves to 
‘promote education that improves social and economic opportunities’. Further, the 
expansion of the existing school minimizes ‘environmental impacts of development to 
protect the health, safety and welfare of the public’. Ms. Smith shared additional LVPC 
comments with the Commission regarding pedestrian amenities, environmentally 
sensitive landscape design, and stormwater. Ms. Wright made a motion to approve 
the staff comments as presented. Mr. Dougherty seconded the motion. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

2. Forks Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Padula Road Warehouse 
Ms. Seitz reviewed the Land Use of Regional Significance for Forks Township. The 
subject application proposes to construct a 433,000-square-foot warehouse. The 
proposed development is not consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan 
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because it is located in an area designated for Farmland Preservation and the 
Preservation Buffer in the General Land Use Plan. While areas within the 
Preservation Buffer may be capable of accommodating development, the General 
Land Use Plan outlines development criteria to determine if development is 
appropriate in these areas. The proposed development does not meet the 
development criteria due to the adverse transportation impacts created by the 
development. Ms. Seitz reviewed additional comments from the LVPC, including 
comments from the Comprehensive Planning Committee which stated that ‘the 
accumulation of snow and ice on top of trucks poses a safety hazard to other 
vehicles on the roadway, potentially resulting in serious injury and death. The 
Pennsylvania Snow/Ice Removal Law (2006) requires the removal of snow and ice 
from all vehicles prior to leaving the site. The LVPC recommends the installation of 
a snow-clearing tool at the site that would easily allow for truck drivers to clean off 
tractor trailers. This would serve as a preventative measure in the interest of the 
health and safety of those using the region’s transportation network, and help to 
‘provide a safe, well-maintained transportation network…’”. Mr. Zebrowski 
commented that the LVPC should also include language regarding the request that 
environmental impact studies be submitted to the Township. In continuing with Mr. 
Zebrowski’s request, Ms. Wright also asked that the LVPC staff include the total 
acreage of agricultural security areas in the letter. Mr. Amato also inquired about 
the LVPC’s ability to incentivize property land use planning. Ms. Bradley stated that 
in FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as both the County Comprehensive Plan and the 
Long-Range Transportation Plan, encourages smart development and that the 
LVPC staff will work on language to encourage effective land use planning. Ms. 
Wright made a motion to approve the staff comments with the addition of the 
Commission’s language. Mr. Molchany seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously.   
 

3. City of Bethlehem – Land Use of Regional Significance – LVIP VII Lots 53 and 54 
Ms. Smith reviewed the Land Use of Regional Significance for the City of Bethlehem. 
The subject application proposes the expansion of an existing manufacturing facility, 
including a 171,643-square-foot building addition, and ancillary loading docks, 
sidewalks, railroad spur extension and related site improvements. The project future 
proposes to consolidate Lot 54 with Lot 53, where the existing facility is located. This 
proposal is generally consistent with the County Comprehensive Plan, FutureLV, 
because of its location in a development area of the Land Use Plan. The property also 
contains high conservation priority areas of the Natural Resources Plan. Ms. Smith 
also reviewed additional staff comments with the Commission relating to conservation, 
mixed-transportation, transit, freight mobility and stormwater. Ms. Wright made a 
motion to approve the staff comments. Mr. Molchany seconded the motion. The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 

4. City of Allentown – Rezoning – P to R-MP 
Ms. Seitz presented the rezoning application for the City of Allentown. The subject 
application proposes to amend the zoning map by rezoning two parcels from Parks 
(P) to Medium Density Residential – Planned District (R-MP). This proposal is 
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generally inconsistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan because it conflicts with the 
LVPC policy to ‘minimize environmental impacts of development to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the public’. Ms. Seitz also spoke on additional information that 
was added into the letter post a conversation with Allentown City Planning 
Commission Member Anthony Toth. The existing parks zoning designation for this 
property is far more suitable because it is unlikely that the site is able to withstand the 
weight of medium-density development, utilities and infrastructure. In addition, the site 
is located adjacent to the existing Daddona Park/Union Terrace, as well as multiple 
properties identified in the City of Allentown Parks and Recreation Master Plan as 
possible connections between Cedar Beach Park in the north and the Lehigh Parkway 
in the south. A Little Lehigh Parkway Trail connection is also proposed in this area that 
would link these open spaces. Utilizing the subject properties as a park would create a 
more robust park network and support the LVPC policy to ‘create community spaces 
that promote physical and mental health’ by improving access to green spaces. The 
LVPC urges the City of Allentown to ensure that development is viable prior to 
adopting a zoning change that would allow the development of residences by right. As 
usability of the site is dependent on the fill material used, this may require extensive 
ground testing and environmental remediation of the project site. Ms. Wright made a 
motion to approve the staff comments. Mr. Dougherty seconded the motion.  Mr. 
Seigel and Ms. Gerlach abstained from the vote. With these abstentions, the motion 
passed. 

 
5. Project Review, Summary Sheet 

Ms. Wright reviewed the Comprehensive Planning Committee project summary sheet. 
Ms. Wright noted that the zoning map amendment for the City of Bethlehem and the 
zoning ordinance amendment for Bath Borough were found to be generally 
inconsistent with FutureLV. The zoning ordinance amendments for Lynn Township 
and Nazareth Borough were found to be generally consistent with FutureLV. Ms. 
Wright stated that if there are no further comment or questions that she would like to 
make a motion to approve the summary sheet as presented. Mr. Elbich seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
 

Environment Committee 
 
1. Project Review, Summary Sheet 

Mr. Lammi reviewed the Environment Committee project summary sheet. The 
first item pertains to the Lehigh County Authority Preliminary Capital Plans. The 
proposed improvements/studies that will result in more efficient, safe and reliable 
sewer and water service are consistent with the County Comprehensive Plan. 
Mr. Volk from LCA shared additional background information on one of the 
projects related to PA Department of Environmental Protection regulations. Mr. 
Lammi made a motion to approve the staff comments for the LCA Preliminary 
Capital Plans. Mr. Repasch seconded the motion. Ms. Morgan and Mr. Herman 
abstained from the vote. With these abstentions, the motion passed.  
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Mr. Lammi reviewed the second item on the summary sheet which pertains to a 
sewage facilities planning module for a proposed project in North Whitehall 
Township. The project is for a proposed 24-lot residential development on 
approximately 21 acres, continuing development of the Fairland Farms 
residential development. The development is proposed to connect to the existing 
Fairland Farms central sewage system. This proposal is inconsistent with the 
County Comprehensive Plan because the proposed project is located in an area 
recommended for farmland preservation. Mr. Lammi made a motion to approve 
the staff comments for the North Whitehall Township project. Mr. Melnick 
seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 
Transportation Committee 
 
1. Walk/RollLV: Active Transportation Plan Update 

Mr. Reese gave a brief update on the Walk/RollLV: Active Transportation Plan. 
The LVPC staff has reviewed over 160 received public comments, as well as the 
edits from the consultant. A full draft report is expected to be received by the 
consultant in about two weeks. The next WorkshopLV: Multimodal will take place 
at the LVPC office on March 25th beginning at 3:00 pm. 

 
2. Zoning and Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure 

Ms. Bradley gave a brief summary of the “Zoning and Electric Vehicles” Article 

received from Commissioner Zebrowski. Ms. Bradley discussed the implications 

of electric vehicle stations on zoning, not for the purpose of permitting the use as 

EV stations are already allowed in Pennsylvania, but in regards as to whether or 

not municipalities and governments can require EV Stations in particular areas or 

in their zoning regulations and other related legislation. 

 
3. Free Transit? The Transit Funding Dialogue Just Got A Whole Lot More Interesting 

Mr. O’Neil shared insights on the concept of ‘free transit’ from the perspective of 
LANTA’s programming. The idea of “free transit” was purposed for those of low 
income households and the elderly, in order to create autonomy and an avenue for 
being able to get to jobs and earn income. Mr. O’Neil further explained that the 
transit fare is not truly free, but rather supplemented by a different source such as an 
employer, the lottery (in the case of senior fares), and other like bodies. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
1. FutureLV: The Regional Plan 

Ms. Bradley announced that FutureLV: The Regional Plan is fully accessible 
online. Mr. Kackenmeister and Mr. Towsey took the Commission through the 
FutureLV website, as well as demonstrated the use of the interactive maps. The 
FutureLV plan can be found at lvpc.org. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. BuildLV: 2019 Development and Housing Trends Report 

Ms. Bradley, Ms. Seitz and Ms. Smith presented the BuildLV Report. Ms. Bradley 
began the discussion by reviewing the history of the Annual Report as well as the 
MPC requirements for the documents and deadlines for its release. Ms. Seitz 
continued the discussing by presenting the percent of Lehigh Valley residences 
over the decades as well as other Residential Development Trends. Ms. Seitz 
and Ms. Smith reviewed the Housing Trends for 2019 in comparison to previous 
years including median sales price by school district and median gross rent by 
school district. Ms. Smith closed the presentation by reviewing the non-
residential development trends, including the 2019 approved non-residential 
square footage by municipality.  

 
2. The Great Affordability Crisis Breaking America 

This item was briefly reviewed in the BuildLV presentation. 
 
COMMUNICATION 
 
1. 2019 Webhits Report 

Mr. Assad briefly reviewed the 2019 Webhits Report with the Commission. The 
LVPC homepage, DataLV page and Staff Listings homepage were the most 
frequently visited pages in 2019. 

 
2. US Data 

Ms. Bradley encouraged the Commission to review the U.S. Data sent by Mr. 
Molchany regarding a data-driven, nonpartisan snapshot of the state of the 
union. 

 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 
1. Monthly BuildLV: Subdivision and Land Development Report 

Ms. Bradley presented information on the January Monthly BuildLV: Subdivision 
and Land Development Report. The report will be distributed publicly around the 
15th of each month and is available at lvpc.org. 

 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND INVITATIONS TO ATTEND THE FOLLOWING WERE 
MADE: 
 
1. Data + Donuts: BuildLV 
 The next Planning on the Menu session will be Data + Donuts on April 29th at 
8:30 am (LVPC Office) to discuss the BuildLV: 2019 Development and Special Housing 
Report.  
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2. Local Technical Assistance Program
The next LTAP Classes will be on March 5th, Pedestrian and Crosswalks, at the 

LVPC office from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm, and March 31st, Drainage: The Key to Roads 
that Last, at the LVPC office from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm. 

3. WorkshopLV: Water
The next WorkshopLV: Water meeting will occur at the LVPC office on March 

12th beginning at 4:00 pm.  

4. WorkshopLV: Freight
The next WorkshopLV: Freight (Freight Advisory Committee) meeting will occur 

at the LVPC office on April 1st beginning at 10:00 am.  

5. WorkshopLV: Housing
The next WorkshopLV: Housing meeting will occur at the LVPC office on May 

14th beginning at 4:00 pm.  

6. Lehigh Valley Commercial Real Estate Outlook
The Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce Commercial Real Estate 

Outlook event will occur on April 23rd at the Holiday Inn Conference Center (7736 
Adrienne Drive, Breinigsville, PA), from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm. Complimentary tickets 
are available but limited, interested Commissioners should reach out to Ms. Vazquez for 
reservations.  

7. Lehigh Valley Mayors and Municipal Officials Reception
The Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce Mayors and Municipal 

Officials Reception will occur on April 27th at ArtsQuest SteelStacks (101 Founders 
Way, Bethlehem, PA) from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm. Complimentary tickets are available but 
limited, interested Commissioners should reach out to Ms. Vazquez for reservations.  

8. Northampton County Climate Summit
The County of Northampton will be holding a climate summit on May 20th at 

Lehigh University’s Iacocca Conference Center beginning at 8:30 am.  

9. 2020 Northeast Bridge Preservation Partnership Meeting
The 2020 Northeast Bridge Preservation Partnership meeting will take place from 

October 5th to October 7th at the Hilton Harrisburg. The Northeast Bridge Preservation 
Partnership is a regional forum of bridge practitioners working together to promote the 
benefits of Bridge Preservation through information sharing, education and application. 

10. Pennsylvania Automated Vehicle Summit
The 2020 PA Automated Vehicle Summit will take place from October 26th to 

October 28th at the Pittsburgh Marriott City Center. Additional details regarding room 
rates and deadlines are forthcoming. The summit will discuss critical issues facing 
community and regional infrastructure planning and workforce development as 
attendees explore the future of automated vehicles.  

10



    
   

Adjournment 
 
With no further business, Mr. Molchany made a motion to adjourn. Mr. Zebrowski 
seconded the motion. 
 

Submitted by: 
Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director  

Bethany Vazquez, Program Associate 
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March 27, 2020 

Ms. Lee A. Rackus  

Planning, Zoning and Development Bureau Chief 

Whitehall Township 

3219 MacArthur Road 

Whitehall, Pennsylvania 18052 

RE: Whitehall-Coplay School District (New K-1 Elementary School) – 

Land Use of Regional Significance 

Whitehall Township 

Lehigh County 

Dear Ms. Rackus: 

The subject application is considered a Land Use of Regional Significance under 
FutureLV: The Regional Plan, as an Educational Facility. The Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission considered the proposed development at its meeting on March 26, 2020, 
pursuant to the requirements of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (MPC). 

The project proposes to construct a new 93,946-square-foot elementary school at the 

existing 153.5-acre school campus located on Mechanicsville Road (parcel numbers 

549814588082, 549826530918 and 549816228759). An existing elementary school 

building will be used as an administration building at the completion of the proposed 

project. 

This proposal is generally consistent with FutureLV: The Regional Plan because it 

serves to ‘increase the social, economic and environmental well-being of the region’ 

(Policy 1.1) by locating educational facilities within an area designated for Development 

in the General Land Use Plan. The site location along a Major Corridor in the 

Transportation Plan serves to ‘promote education that improves social and economic 

opportunities’ (Policy 4.3). 

The LVPC offers the following additional comments: 
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Pedestrian Connectivity 

The project site contains opportunities for improved pedestrian connectivity that 

would increase the safety for pedestrians and promote alternative travel options. 

Sidewalks should be installed along all campus driveways to connect the buildings 

and recreational facilities to the external sidewalk networks along Mechanicsville 

Road, MacArthur Road and Schadt Avenue. This would ‘promote safe and secure 

community design…’ for the safety and visibility of pedestrians (Policy 5.1). 

 

Transit Access 

LANTA does not provide service directly to the site and currently does not have 

plans to provide service. If expanding transit access was to be considered for this 

area in the future, the presence of pedestrian infrastructure would be a significant 

factor. An existing LANTA bus stop is located approximately .10 mile east of the site, 

on Eberhart Road. The installation of sidewalks within the site along Zephyr 

Boulevard and connecting to the MacArthur Road sidewalk network would facilitate 

access to the campus via public transit. This would improve equitable access to jobs 

by means of ‘improving mixed-transportation access to areas with high or growing 

employment opportunities’ (Policy 4.3). 

 

Environmentally Sensitive Building and Landscape Design  

The LVPC recommends that educational institutions incorporate environmentally 

sensitive building and landscape design, such as green roofs or solar panels. This 

would further academic endeavors related to these technologies, enhance the 

campus setting, demonstrate environmental leadership within the region, and 

‘reduce climate change impacts through mitigation and adaption’ (Policy 3.4). Please 

refer to the LVPC Green Infrastructure Guidelines, available at LVPC.org, for further 

guidance in green design standards. 

 

Stormwater 

The project site is located within the Coplay Creek watershed. This watershed has a 

fully implemented Act 167 Stormwater Management Ordinance. Comments relative 

to our review of the project’s stormwater management plan are included as 

attachment 1. 

 

The LVPC has copied appropriate representatives from all adjacent municipalities in 

order to further ‘coordinate land use decisions across municipal boundaries’ (Policy 

1.4). 

 

Our review does not include an in-depth examination of the plan relative to subdivision 

design standards or ordinance requirements since these items are covered in the 

municipal review. 
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In order to better meet the needs of all involved, the LVPC requires an appointment for 

plan signings. Please call the office and ask for a Community Planning staff person. 

Generally, your appointment will be within two business days. 

 

Feel free to call me if you have any questions about this review. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Samantha Smith 

Chief Community Planner 

 

 

cc: Frank Clark, Whitehall Township Engineer  

James A. Mazeika, PE, Barry Isett & Associates, Inc. 

Gary Krill, Chair, Allen Township Planning Commission 
Ronald Helman, Zoning Officer, Coplay Borough 
LeRoy Brobst, Manager, Northampton Borough 
William Molchany, Jr., Mayor, North Catasauqua Borough 
Steve Travers, Manager, Catasauqua Borough 
Mark Thomas, Chair, Hanover Township Planning Commission 
Irene Woodward, AICP, City of Allentown Director of Planning & Zoning 
George Kinney, Director, South Whitehall Township Community Development  

Brian Horwith, Chair, North Whitehall Township Planning Commission 

Molly Wood, Planner/Land Use Specialist, LANTA  

Garrett Cook, Lehigh County Conservation District 

Geoffrey Reese, Director of Environmental Planning, LVPC 
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March 27, 2020 

Carl A. Manges 

Planning and Zoning Administrator 

123 South Third Street 

Easton, PA 18042 

RE: Zoning Ordinance Amendment –  

Comprehensive Reorganization and Rewrite 

City of Easton 

Northampton County 

Dear Mr. Manges: 

The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) considered the proposed zoning ordinance 

amendment at its meeting on March 26, 2020, pursuant to the requirements of the Pennsylvania 

Municipalities Planning Code (MPC).   

The proposed zoning ordinance amendment considers a comprehensive rewrite, reformatting, 

and evaluation of the existing ordinance. Subsequent to the LVPC’s review of a comprehensive 

zoning ordinance amendment in January 2020, the City determined that substantial change to 

the proposed amendment had been made through the public engagement process and, as 

such, forwarded this revised proposal to the LVPC for review.  

The draft zoning ordinance is generally consistent with the County Comprehensive Plan, 

FutureLV: The Regional Plan, because it improves management of growth and development to 

enhance the City (Policy 1.1). The LVPC thanks the City for incorporating many of the 

comments associated with the previous ordinance amendment version, and for allowing the 

Commission to review this refined amendment. There remains several concerns that the LVPC 

respectfully requests be revised to ensure the full ordinance amendment is consistent with 

FutureLV.  

The LVPC offers the recommendations below, as well as a those included in a more detailed 
memorandum attached to this letter, in order to complement and strengthen the draft zoning 
ordinance amendment: 

Downtown District 
The continued resurgence of Easton’s downtown presents a unique set of circumstances 
through which the City must navigate as it balances preservation and growth. While the 
need is clear to accommodate new investment and redevelopment, consideration of the 
City’s historic nature and pressure placed upon historic buildings is vital to ‘promote 
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revitalization of historical walkable centers’ (Policy 5.3). For this reason, the LVPC used 
GIS to analyze building footprints in the Downtown District, using data available from 
several sources. The proposed maximum building footprint within the Downtown District 
is incompatible with the existing historic texture and character of the area. The proposal 
does not reflect reasonable compatibility with the size of existing structures, most of 
which have a building footprint of less than 8,000 square feet. The Commission 
recommends that a maximum building footprint of 8,000 square feet be applied 
throughout the Downtown District, with permissibility to 16,000 square feet within the 
Street Corridor Overlay District. Additionally, special exceptions for larger building 
footprints should be provided in very limited cases. This revision will both ‘encourage 
reinvestment in commercial areas’ (Policy 4.6) and ‘promote adaptive reuse of historic 
buildings’ (Policy 5.4).  
 

Environmental Stewardship  

The LVPC applauds the proposed increased protection along Bushkill Creek and 

reduction in maximum impervious surface, which will aid in mitigating the effects of 

development and ‘preserve natural resources in the land development process’ (Policy 

3.1). The LVPC strongly encourages that these same provisions be included within the 

River Corridors and Other Green Areas (RC) District to ‘increase the social, economic 

and environmental well-being of the region’ (Policy 1.1).   

 

River Corridors and Other Green Areas (RC) District 

Much of the area within the River Corridors and Other Green Areas (RC) District, which 

lies primarily within the 100 and 500-year flood plain, is already developed. Remaining 

undeveloped and underutilized areas within the RC District should be carefully analyzed 

and evaluated when considered for future development to ‘protect high-priority natural 

lands and water resources’ (Policy 3.1). For this reason, the LVPC recommends 

reduction of permissible uses within the District, in order to ‘incorporate resiliency and 

hazard mitigation into planning and design, including 100- and 500-year floodplains’ 

(Policy 5.1). 

 

Similarly, the LVPC encourages the City to maintain the existing impervious surface 

limitations in order to fulfill the intent of the RC District. Retention of existing limitations 

‘minimize environmental impacts of development to project the health, safety and 

welfare of the public’ and ‘discourage development in hazard-prone areas (Policy 3.2). 

 
Technology and Transportation 
The LVPC commends the City’s inclusion of electric vehicle parking standards, as the 
LVPC and other partners work towards providing for the region’s transportation future. 
This is an exciting first step toward the region’s ability to ‘advance autonomous and 
electric vehicle technologies’ (Policy 2.5).  
 
General Comments 
Though structure and formatting are generally not within the purview of the LVPC’s review 
of ordinance amendments, in its obligation to ‘serve as the regional expert on planning, 
zoning and development’ (Policy 1.4) the Commission deems it appropriate to 
acknowledge items that were identified during our review.  
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Finally, the LVPC encourages the City to further consider other recommendations included 
in the previously reviewed proposed ordinance amendment. In the interest of brevity, the 
Commission has identified priority matters in this review, as the City only recently received 
the previous review letter, dated January 28, 2020, and recommendation included therein.  

 

If you have any additional questions regarding the content of this letter, please do not hesitate to 

call.  Thank you very much. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Samantha Smith 

Chief Community Planner  

 

 

cc: Stephen Nowroski, City of Easton Director of Planning and Codes 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 27, 2020 
TO: City of Easton 
FROM: Lehigh Valley Planning Commission  
CC: Carl Manges, City of Easton Planning and Zoning Administrator 

Stephen Nowroski, City of Easton Director of Planning and Codes 
REGARDING: Zoning Ordinance Rewrite – Comprehensive Reorganization and Rewrite 

 

The LVPC offers the comments included herein to improve upon the proposed comprehensive 

zoning ordinance reorganization and rewrite, and to further its compliance with the County 

Comprehensive Plan, FutureLV: The Regional Plan. 

The first set of comments below are generally applicable throughout the proposed ordinance. 

Subsequent sets of comments are organized by Part then by Section, in an effort to ease in 

review and application.  

Overall Comments 
 Overall improvement in ordinance clarity, formatting and ease of use is tangible. The 

LVPC commends the City for quick effort to improve the proposed amendments.  

 There remain some cases where text is not indicated as new by standard underline and 

should be corrected. The following sections are specifically noted: 595-07, C.; 595-23, 

B.; 595-32, F., 1., I., 1.; 595-33, A., 4.; 595-38, C.; 595-39, A. and I.; 595-40, D., G. and 

H.; and 595-41, C., D., E., F., and G.,1.. 

 There are some cases where a formatting level change is not indicated as new text and 

should be corrected. The following sections are specifically noted: 595-35, A. and 595-

35, B., 1.. 

 The LVPC commends the inclusion of standards pertaining to electric vehicle parking.  

 Overall inclusion of development standards for sidewalk installation is commendable, to 

ensure development and redevelopment contribute to the pedestrian network and serve 

broader multimodal transportation goals.  

 (Small Wireless Communication Facilities) This emerging technology, also known as 

‘small cells’, is increasingly becoming a matter of zoning consideration. The LVPC 

recommends inclusion of appropriate language with this larger amendment, because the 

opportunity is available. Further information related to this matter can be provided by the 

LVPC upon request.  

 (Tables) For consistency, in tables either capitalize all words or the first word only in the 

headings and titles.  

 (Normative Block) Suggest defining ‘normative block’ since it is being distinguished from 

a ‘block’ and is used throughout the ordinance. Additionally, each subsection referencing 

normative blocks needs a period.  
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 (Park / Plaza / Common Areas) These locations present opportunities, where LANTA 

stops are also located, to provide amenities for residents, such as benches and shelters 

to ‘enhance public transit service’ (Policy 2.3). For consistency, also use standard 

language for ‘plaza’ / ‘public plaza’ throughout the ordinance (‘City park’ / ‘park’). (ex - 

(595-13, F., 2., a.) and (595-12, F., 7., c.)). 

 (Zoning District Tables) The LVPC commends the introduction of a table for district 

provisions. Tables have been found to simplify criteria, consolidate standards and are 

more easily understood by the general public. With the introduction of ‘Dimensional 

Criteria’ table, we suggest removal of permissible use lists in these sections to reduce 

redundancy and eliminate the potential for future conflict within code. Sections B, C and 

D, as typically structured in each of the district sections, can be combined into a single 

section, providing the table with a title that explicitly states the table provides for 

permitted uses, special exceptions and dimensional criteria if the tables are made to 

accommodate dimension criteria for all, not some, permissible uses and special 

exceptions. (ex - (595-12, B. / 595-12, C. / 595-12, D.))  

 (Definitions) There are a number of separate sections for definitions throughout the 

zoning ordinance. This code rewrite presents an opportunity to consolidate definitions 

into a single section, which tends to be clearer for the user and improves independent 

use of the code without the need for City staff consultation.  

 (Multi-Use Trail / THE LINK) Similarly to the LVPCs recommendation to introduce 

accommodations for bicycles, consideration should be given to installation of and/or 

improvement to multi-use trails, especially within zoning districts where these trails are 

identified by the Easton Comprehensive Plan 2035, to ‘enhance THE LINK’ and ‘connect 

regional trails to centers and corridors’ of Policy 2.1. 

Part 1 | Zoning Administration 

595-02 | Purpose and Objectives 
 (595-02, B., 5.) Uses listed in the second sentence are extremely specific and potentially 

limiting to other uses that may be appropriate and compatible but haven’t yet been 

considered.  

 (595-02, B., 7.) The LVPC recommends retention of the clause related to supporting 

expansion of Lafayette College to facilitate economic development, educational facility 

network expansion, etc.  

 (595-02, B., 11.) Some of the text is listed both as stricken and added in this subsection. 

As a matter of accuracy, suggest listing this text as existing. (…‘to promote the 

redevelopment and revitalization of underutilized and underperforming areas of the City 

with residential,’…) 

 595-04 | Definitions 
 (Infill Development (listed within ‘Development’)) The LVPC recommends review of the 

proposed ‘infill development’ definition against the existing definitions of ‘development’ 

and of ‘infill’. Creating a third definition for ‘infill development’ has the potential to create 

confusion.  (For example, use of the word ‘unimproved’ in both ‘development’ and ‘infill 

development’ appear to conflict.)  

 to provide clarity to potentially all three in order to protect against potential conflict, 

specifically to use of the word ‘unimproved’ and ‘infill’ versus ‘infill development’.  
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Part 2 | Zoning Uses, Districts and Regulations 

595-09 | Use Regulations 
 (595-09, A.) For consistency and ease of use by the reader, we suggest providing Use 

Definitions in the same format as Definitions (595-04).  

 (595-09, A., 1., p.) Introduction of a definition here and within the definitions chapter 

creates opportunity for conflict with future amendments. We suggest containing 

definitions in a single location.  

595-12 | College Hill (CH) District 
 (595-12, D.) The ‘multi-family’ row was removed from the ‘Dimensional criteria table’ and 

should be retained so that there are dimensional standards for this use type.  

 (595-12, F., 7.) Because of the topographical constraints generally found in the College 

Hill District, the introduction of a requirement for an accessible front porch may limit 

viability of new construction and/or redevelopment, which could lead to the area 

becoming stagnant.    

 (595-12, F., 8., b.) We suggest providing further description as to when the five-foot 

offset is ‘possible’ and what standard(s) are applied when possible.  

595-14 | South Side (SS) District 
 (595-14, F., 7., c.) We suggest providing further description as to when the five-foot 

offset is ‘possible’ and what standard(s) are applied when possible. 

595-16 | West Ward/Institutional 2 Transitional Zone (WW/INS-2T) District 
 (595-16, D.) The table proposes to eliminate the majority of residential uses and does 

not provide provisions for the majority of the non-residential uses listed in the previous 

sections. Evaluation of the standards included herein is necessary to ensure this section 

is consistent with the previous sections to successfully fulfill the intent of the amendment 

and the district itself.  

 (595-16, F., 7., b.) We suggest providing further description as to when the four-foot 

offset is ‘possible’ and what standard(s) are applied when possible. 

595-17 | River Corridors and Other Green Areas (RC) District 
 (595-17, F., 4.) The intent of this lot dimension language is clear, however it does not 

include any enforceable standard. The LVPC recommends further evaluation to ensure 

adequate content to enforce the intent of this subsection.  

 (595-17, F., 7.) The LVPC commends inclusion of development mitigation language and 

suggests use of the LVPC Green Infrastructure Guidelines when reviewing plans, among 

other environmental design resources available.  

595-18 | Institutional-1 (INS-1) District 
 (595-18, C., 5.) The district is explicitly for Lafayette College and higher education, so 

introduction of a shooting range associated with a police facility seems misplaced.  

 (595-18, D., 1.; and 2.) The LVPC commends the proposed increased protection along 

Bushkill Creek and reduction in maximum impervious surface, which will aid in mitigating 

the effects of development. The LVPC strongly encourages that these same provisions 

be included within the River Corridors and Other Green Areas (RC) District.   

24



    
   

 (595-18, F., 1., b.) Because of potential fair housing issues in the Federal statutes, 

removal of the reference to ‘unrelated people’ is recommended. 

 (595-18, F., 5., a.) The LVPC suggests clarifying whether interior landscaping is required 

in all cases or only where perimeter buffering is required. The subsection leads with 

what is essentially an exception to perimeter buffering, with ‘a.’ listed within it. If interior 

landscaping is required in all parking areas, we suggest moving this from underneath the 

perimeter landscaping standards.   

595-19 | Institutional-2 (INS-2) District 
 (595-19, F., 10., b.) We suggest providing further description as to when the five-foot 

offset is ‘possible’ and what standard(s) are applied when possible. 

595-20 | Downtown (DD) District 
 (595-20, F. 5.; and 11.) The LVPC recommends combining these subsections to ensure 

it is clear that even where public plazas are provided that a street wall is also required 

within the Downtown District, to preserve the historic integrity of the area.  

 (595-20, F., 6.) The introduction of historic preservation compliance will support retention 

of Easton’s historic assets.  

 (595-20, F., 9.) Though there is a proposed reduction in maximum building footprint from 

the previous proposal, the language is still inconsistent with the texture and character of 

Easton’s downtown. The LVPC strongly encourages the City to further reduce the 

proposed permissible building footprint maximum to a square footage more compatible 

with the majority of the buildings in the District, such as 8,000 square feet. The proposed 

additional building footprint is more appropriate only within the Street Corridor Overlay 

District, with special exceptions permissible in very limited circumstances.   

 (595-20, F., 12.) The LVPC recommends removal of the word ‘retail’ from the proposed 

additional language in this section. Storefronts include restaurants, services businesses, 

etc. where external visibility is important. Additional public safety and visibility is a 

concern for all uses, not just retail uses.  

595-21 | Business and Entertainment (BE) District 
 (595-21, F., 3.) There appears to be an extra space after the heading.  

 (595-21, D., 1.) Minimum building height is listed in 595-21, A., 11. Remove this 

reference to avoid duplicity and potential for future conflict.   

 (595-21, F., 2.) The introduction of historic preservation compliance and public plazas 

will support retention of Easton’s historic assets.  

 (595-21, F., 10.) Maximum building footprint language includes erroneous maximum 

number and should be corrected.  

595-22 | Adaptive Reuse (AR) District 
 (595-22, F., 2.) The existing code text in this subsection related to street walls has been 

removed from the proposed draft but is not indicated as such. The LVPC recommends 

retention of this language for the urban design and pedestrian-scale development 

functions it serves.  

595-25 | Street Corridor Enhancement (SC) Overlay District 
 (595-25, E., 2.) The word ‘New’ does not need to be capitalized.  
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 (595-25., E., 9., b.) The word ‘Mixed’ does not need to be capitalized.  

595-26 | Innovation Overlay (IO) District 
 (595-26, D.) In the table heading, ‘exception use’ is spelled incorrectly.  

Part 4 | Supplemental Standards and Criteria for Specific Uses 

595-32 | Supplemental Standards 
 (595-32, A., 10.) Several references to ‘mobile’ (instead of ‘manufactured’) remain within 

the body of the text.  

 (595-32, B., 3., g.) ‘Indoor’ is spelled incorrectly.  

 (595-32, D., 3., c. and 4.) These sections are missing the closing period.  

595-33 | Off-Street and On-Street Parking 
 (595-33, B.) The ‘Outdoor recreation’, ‘Vehicle, service station/repair garage’, and ‘Day-

care center’ rows in the table have references to ‘s.f. .of’, ‘s.f.’ and ‘GFA’ which should 

be corrected for grammar and to remove acronyms.  

 (595-33, B.) The word ‘floor’ is spelled incorrectly in the ‘Day-care center’ row in the 

table.  

 (595-33, B.) The formatting for ‘College or university’ is not following standard format. 

Additionally, this part seems overly complicated.  

595-41 | Zoning Appeals 
 (595-41, C.) The second ‘2’ in this subsection should be a’3’ and should be underlined to 

indicate it is new text.  
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LVPC PROJECT REVIEW SUMMARY SHEET 
Comprehensive Planning                                                                                                                                                      Date:  March 2020 

 
PROJECT 

 
MUNICIPALITY 

 
BRIEF STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

 
LVPC COMMENT 

Zoning Ordinance 
and Map 

Amendment 

Forks 
Township 

Apartments – Creates a new Employment 
Center/Apartment (EC-3) Zoning District 
and rezones three parcels from EC 
(Employment Center) to EC-3. Under the 
proposed amendment, apartments and 
mixed-use would be allowed on the 
rezoned parcels. 

Generally consistent with FutureLV because 
expansion of the area within the municipality 
available for multi-family residential uses serves 
to ‘increase housing density in centers and 
along corridors’ and ‘expand housing options 
near employment areas’ (Policy 4.5). 
Additionally, parcels to be rezoned are located 
in an area designated for Development in the 
General Land Use Plan, and are along a 
Corridor in close proximity to the Stockertown 
Historic Center and Forks Post-War Center in 
the Transportation Plan.   

Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment 

Upper Saucon 
Township 

Forestry – Changes the Township’s 
standards for forestry uses to obtain 
required consistency with the 
Pennsylvania Agriculture, Communities 
and Rural Environment (ACRE) Law. 

Generally consistent with FutureLV because it 
serves to ‘conserve and manage natural 
lands… for environmental and recreational 
benefits’ (Policy 3.1) and encourages ‘public 
and private landowners to use best 
management practices in forestry, stewardship 
and law care activities’, an action of the Lehigh 
County Livable Landscapes Plan. 

SALDO 
Amendment 

Bath Borough 

Steep Slopes – Revises regulations for 
steep slopes to state that “areas with 
slopes of 25% or greater shall not be 
planned for development or disturbance 
except as permitted under the Borough of 
Bath Zoning Ordinance”. 

Generally inconsistent with FutureLV. The 
LVPC previously reviewed the steep slopes 
amendments to the Borough Zoning Ordinance 
and retains its position regarding the 
inconsistency of these amendments. 

Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment 

South Whitehall 
Township 

Height Limitations – Increases the 
maximum building height for residential 
structures from 35 feet to 40 feet. 

Generally consistent with FutureLV because it 
is of local concern and does not pose 
substantial impacts to the region, and supports 
increased density within the municipality. 
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Zoning Ordinance 
Amendment 

Upper 
Macungie 
Township 

Various – Removes restrictions on 
convenience stores in the Light Industrial 
(LI) District to allow development options 
alternative to warehousing and logistics, 
and amends requirements for tractor-
trailer parking to eliminate vehicle 
stacking on roadways. 

Generally consistent with FutureLV because it 
aims to ‘match development intensity with 
sustainable infrastructure capacity’ (Policy 1.1), 
and ‘encourage an efficient development 
process that is responsive to regional needs’ 
(Policy 1.4). Additionally, changes made to 
tractor-trailer parking ‘expand truck parking 
options and amenities’ in support of Policy 2.4, 
to ‘strengthen freight mobility to minimize quality 
of life impacts to residents’. 
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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: March 17, 2020 
TO: Executive Committee and Full Commission 
FROM: Bob Lammi, LVPC Executive Committee, Environment Committee Chair and 

Commission Member, and Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director  
CC: Bruce Rider, Director of Administration 
REGARDING: Proposed LVPC Bylaw Amendment Authorizing Full Commission Alternative 

Voting Options in Special Circumstances 
 

Because of the COVID-19 Pandemic in-person meetings have stopped for the foreseeable 

future.  The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Bylaws authorize ONLY the Executive 

Committee mail, electronic and telephone ballots under special circumstances.  Given the time 

sensitive nature, per Pennsylvania statutes, of sewer, water, subdivision and land development 

and municipal ordinance and community plans review, it is imperative that the full Commission 

continue to issue review letters and guidance.  Depending on the type of review the 

Commission has between 30-45 days to issue communication on the matters outlined above.  

As such, the full Commission needs a procedure to address special circumstances, such as the 

COVID-19 Pandemic, if in-person meetings are not possible.  As such it is recommended that 

the procedure for mail, electronic and telephone ballots under special circumstances be given to 

the full Commission.   

The language in the bylaws for Executive Committee meeting procedures under special 

circumstances is proposed to be added to the Commission meeting procedures as outlined 

(highlighted in yellow) in the chart below.  A copy of the proposed amendment in the bylaw 

document is attached.      

Details: 

Existing Language for Executive 
Committee  

Proposed Language for Full Commission 

“In special circumstances, where the action of 

the Executive Committee is required prior to the 

next regularly scheduled meeting, the Chair 

may authorize a special mail, electronic or 

telephone ballot. A majority of the votes by said 

ballot shall authorize said action.  A record shall 

be kept of the aye and nay responses to said 

ballot and shall be reported and ratified at the 

next regularly scheduled meeting.” [Article VII, 

Section 4.d.] 

Section 9: In special circumstances, where the 

action of the Commission is required prior to the 

next regularly scheduled meeting, the Chair 

may authorize a special mail, electronic or 

telephone ballot. A majority of the votes by said 

ballot shall authorize said action.  A record shall 

be kept of the aye and nay responses to said 

ballot and shall be reported and ratified at the 

next regularly scheduled meeting. 
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For this amendment to become active the Full Commission must also, take action per Article XI 

of the LVPC Bylaws.  Reference text is included below:  

“Article XI.     Adoption and Amendments 

                                                 These Bylaws may be adopted and amended by two-third’s of the 

membership present and voting at a meeting of the LVPC, 

provided that a quorum of not less than twelve (12) voting 

members shall be present.  At least (10) days prior to such a 

meeting a notice of the meeting and a copy of the proposed 

amendment shall be transmitted to all members of the LVPC.” 

A copy of the proposed change was sent to the full commission on March 17, 2020 to meet this 

requirement and in the hopes that a virtual meeting option will be available for the regularly 

scheduled meeting on March 26, 2020.   Should this meeting be cancelled this matter will need to be 

addressed at a later date. 
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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE, FUNCTIONS AND 

SERVICES AND BYLAWS 

As adopted on January 26, 2017 

            

A. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

            The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission (LVPC) is organized by the Counties of Lehigh and 

Northampton to promote the health, safety and general welfare of the two-county region in 

accordance with the provisions of the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code.  In addition, 

the LVPC declares the following purposes: 

1. To guide the orderly growth, development and redevelopment of the Lehigh Valley in 
accordance with the long-term objectives, principles and standards that are in the 
best interest and welfare of its inhabitants and political subdivisions.  

2. To coordinate and integrate the plans for orderly growth, development and 
redevelopment of the Lehigh Valley. 

3. To improve the social and economic climate of the area and promote equity through 
the planning process.       

4. To encourage appropriate land use through implementation of the regional 
comprehensive plan. 

5. To encourage the maximum utilization of the existing infrastructure and to plan for 
new infrastructure as needed to fulfill the goals and objectives of the regional 
comprehensive plan. 

6. To promote the conservation of energy, open space, agriculture, land, water and air 
in the Lehigh Valley and the preservation of unique historic and natural features. 

7. To promote and assist in achieving a safe, maintained and managed multi-modal 
transportation system. 

8. To collect, analyze, interpret and communicate regional data. 

9. To promote public interest in, and understanding of, comprehensive, 
intergovernmental, regional plans and planning.  
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       B.    FUNCTIONS AND SERVICES  

   The LVPC offers the following services: 

1. Coordinate with other public agencies and political subdivisions within and outside 
the Lehigh Valley;  
 

2. Create and communicate information and educational materials of the LVPC and 
other public agencies; 

 

3. Provide regional and county-wide planning including natural resources and land use 
planning, energy conservation, transportation planning, community facilities, 
resiliency, sustainability and infrastructure planning; 
 

4. Provide local planning services including preparation of comprehensive plans and 
ordinances for municipalities and special planning projects and studies for 
municipalities and other public and private organizations in Lehigh and Northampton 
Counties; 

 
5. Administer county subdivision regulations, and other ordinances or regulations 

assigned to LVPC by the Counties of Lehigh and Northampton; 
 

6. Collect, analyze and interpret data, conduct research on land use, the built 
environment, natural resources, farmlands, parks, recreation, open space, housing, 
transportation, infrastructure, population and economic trends and communicate 
such data and research available to the public; 
 

7. Review and coordinate planning for all relevant projects and programs specified by 
Federal, State and local statutes; 
 

8. Educate public officials and citizens to the value of local and regional planning; 
 

9. Promote intergovernmental cooperation.  
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BYLAWS OF THE LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Article I:                      Name of Commission 

The name of this organization shall be the Lehigh Valley Planning 

Commission (LVPC).  It is designated hereinafter as the 

Commission. 

Article II:                     Authorization 

The LVPC is established by joint resolution, adopted by the Board 

of County Commissioners of Lehigh County on September 25, 

1969, and the board of County Commissioners of Northampton 

County on March 27, 1969, pursuant to Article XI, Section 1106, of 

the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code; and by joint 

resolution Number 14-81 adopted by the County of Northampton 

March 26, 1981, and Number 33 by the Board of Commissioners of 

Lehigh County adopted April 8, 1981, and Lehigh County 

Commissioners’ Bill 81 – 26 adopted March 27, 1981. 

Article III:  Membership 

   Section 1:  The voting membership of the LVPC shall be 

constituted in accordance with existing joint resolutions of the 

Board of Commissioners of Lehigh County and the Northampton 

County Council. 

Article IV:  Officers 

   Section 1:  The officers of the LVPC shall consist of a Chair, Vice 

Chair, and Treasurer.  The LVPC may appoint other officers as 

required.   

   Section 2:  The Chair shall preside at all meetings and hearings of 

the Commission and shall have the duties normally conferred by 

parliamentary usage of such office. 

           Section 3:  The Vice Chair shall act for the Chair in his or her    

absence. 

   Section 4:  The Chair shall alternate by County either annually or 

biennially at the discretion of the LVPC. 
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Article V:  Election of Officers 

  Section 1:  An annual organizational meeting shall be held at the 

regular meeting in December. 

   Section 2:  Nominations may be made by a nominating 

committee, and from the floor, at the annual organization meeting, 

and election of the officers specified in Article IV of these Bylaws 

shall follow immediately thereafter. 

   Section 3:  The nominee for each office receiving a majority vote 

of the membership of the Commission present and voting shall be 

declared   elected and shall serve for one year or until a successor 

shall be elected. 

Section 4:  Vacancies in office shall be filled at the first regular 

monthly meeting after such vacancy occurs by the election 

procedure specified in Sections 2 and 3 of this Article. Vacancies 

will be appointed from the same County as the retired officer to 

serve out the term. 

Section 5:  No member shall hold the office of Chair, Vice Chair or 

Treasurer for more than two consecutive years. 

Article VI:  Meetings 

Section 1:  Regular monthly meetings for the year shall be set at 

the December meeting.  In the event of conflict with holidays or 

other events, a majority vote of the members in attendance at any 

regular meeting may change the date of this meeting in conflict. 

Section 2:  A quorum shall consist of twelve (12) members of the 

LVPC.  Voting shall ordinarily be by voice vote.  In the event that a 

member and his or her duly appointed designee attend the same 

meeting only one shall be authorized to vote.  Any member may 

request a roll call vote on any issue before the LVPC, and the 

recording secretary shall in the event keep a record of such a vote 

as part of the minutes.  A Vote by secret ballot shall not be 

permitted. 

Section 3:  Special meetings may be called by the Chair.  It shall 

be the duty of the Chair to call a special meeting when requested 

to do so by any nine members of the LVPC.  All members of the 

LVPC shall be notified in writing not less than five days in advance 

of such special meeting. 
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Section 4:  All meetings or portions of meetings at which official 

action is taken shall be open to the general public and be in 

conformance with the Pennsylvania Sunshine Law (Act 125 of 

1974, as amended), and other applicable laws. 

Section 5:  The Executive Director or his or her designee shall 

keep or supervise the keeping of the Minutes and records of the 

LVPC, and shall prepare the agenda of regular and special 

meetings under the direction of the Chair, provide notice of all 

meetings to LVPC members; arrange proper and legal notice of 

hearings; attend to correspondence of the LVPC; and perform 

such other functions as are normally required. 

Section 6:  Any resolution pertaining to regional planning policy 

proposed by a member of the LVPC shall be placed on the 

tentative agenda and tendered therewith before it shall be 

considered by the LVPC at a meeting.  This provision may be 

waived upon the affirmative vote of 4/5’s of the members present. 

Section 7:  Unless otherwise specified, “Robert’s Rules of Order – 

Revised” shall govern the proceedings at the meetings of the 

LVPC. 

Section 8: Commission members, or their formally recognized 

designees, are required to attend a minimum of eight (8) of the 

twelve (12) regular monthly LVPC Meetings. Failure to meet this 

requirement may result in a recommendation to the appropriate 

County to have that member replaced. 

 Section 9: In special circumstances, where the action of the  

Commission is required prior to the next regularly scheduled 

meeting, the Chair may authorize a special mail, electronic or 

telephone ballot. A majority of the votes by said ballot shall 

authorize said action.  A record shall be kept of the aye and nay 

responses to said ballot and shall be reported and ratified at the 

next regularly scheduled meeting. 

 

Article VII:                   Committees 

Section 1:  The Chair shall appoint committees for specific 

purposes as necessary. 

Section 2:  The Chair may authorize LVPC members or staff to 

serve on committees outside of the LVPC to deal with specific 

problems or special areas of interest to the LVPC. 
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Article VIII: Administration 

 Section 1:  The LVPC shall administer its own financial and 

operational affairs and hereby establishes an Executive 

Committee for this purpose. 

  

 

Section 2:  Executive Committee Membership 

a.  Members of the Executive Committee shall be: 

 

Voting Members 

 

(1) LVPC Chair; 

 

(2) LVPC Vice Chair;   

                        

(3)  LVPC Treasurer; 

 

(4) The County Executives from each County; 

 

(5) The County Commissioner from Lehigh County who 

serves on the LVPC; 

 

(6) The Country Council member from the Northampton 

County who serves on the LVPC; 

 

(7) No fewer than two, nor more than four LVPC members, 

equally from each County, appointed by the LVPC Chair.        

 

b. Executive Committee members shall be appointed annually 

following the election of officers at the LVPC’s organizational 

meeting in December. 

 

Section 3:  Officers of the Executive Committee 

 

a. Officers of the Executive Committee shall consist of a Chair, 

Vice Chair, and Treasurer. 

 

b. The Chair shall preside at all meetings.  The Vice Chair shall 

act for the Chair in his or her absence.  The Executive 
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Committee Chair and Vice Chair shall be held by the Chair and 

Vice Chair of the Commission.  The Treasurer shall be the 

Commission’s Treasurer. 

 

c. The Executive Director shall record, or supervise the recording 

of, minutes and maintain records of the Executive Committee.  

Members shall be notified of meetings not less than three (3) 

days in advance of the meeting, and an agenda for the 

meeting shall be prepared. 

 

d. The Treasurer shall supervise the maintenance of detailed 

records of income received and expenditures incurred by the 

LVPC, and such records shall be audited annually, or more 

often if desired.  The Treasurer shall present a monthly 

Treasurer’s Report for approval by the Executive Committee. 

Section 4:  Executive Committee Meetings 

a. A regular Executive Committee meeting shall be held monthly.  

The regular meeting date and time shall be set by the Chair or, 

in his or her absence, the Vice Chair.  No less than three (3) 

days’ notice shall be given of any change in meeting date of 

time. 

 

b.  A quorum shall consist of three (3) voting members, and a 

majority of those present shall be necessary to take any 

action. 

 

c. In the event a quorum is unable to attend the scheduled 

meeting, the meeting date may be changed at the discretion of 

the Chair or, in his or her absence, the Vice Chair. 

 

d. In special circumstances, where the action of the Executive 

Committee is required prior to the next regularly scheduled 

meeting, the Chair may authorize a special mail, electronic or 

telephone ballot. A majority of the votes by said ballot shall 

authorize said action.  A record shall be kept of the aye and 

nay responses to said ballot and shall be reported and ratified 

at the next regularly scheduled meeting. 

 

Section 5:  Powers and Duties of the Executive Committee 

    

a. The Executive Committee shall administer the financial and 

operational affairs of the LVPC.  A monthly Treasurer’s report 

shall be submitted for its consideration and approval.  It shall 

Commented [BAB2]: Language from Executive 
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review all expenditures for proper authorization, and payment 

of all bills shall be subject to its consideration and approval.  It 

shall have the power and the duty and may delegate same to 

hire and dismiss LVPC staff personnel and shall consider the 

recommendations of the Executive Director with respect 

thereto.  It shall have the power and the duty to fix and to 

adjust salaries and benefits provided to staff personnel and to 

adopt personnel policies and shall consider the 

recommendations of the Executive Director with respect 

thereto.  Part-time hiring may be made by the Executive 

Director, subject to the approval of the Chair or, in his or her 

absence, the Vice Chair. 

  

b. The Executive Committee shall recommend LVPC approval  

      of an annual budget for LVPC operations. 

 

c. The Executive Committee shall authorize contracts and budget 

allocations for the performance of services. 

 

d. The Executive Committee may recommend policy decisions to 

the LVPC. 

 

e. The Executive Committee shall establish policies, procedures 

and limits for purchasing and competitive bidding.  Purchases 

and bids shall be in accord with such policies and procedures. 

 

f. Approval by the Executive Committee shall be required for all 

contracts and agreements for services needed in the course of 

any planning program. 

 

g. Approval by the Executive Committee shall be required for all 

staff planning assignments or contracts recommended by the 

LVPC.  The Executive Committee may recommend such 

assignments or contracts to the LVPC for its approval. 

Section 6:  

a. The LVPC shall indemnify each person who is or was an     

officer, director, LVPC member or employee of the LVPC or 

any other committee of said LVPC  which he or she served as 

such at the request of the LVPC, against any and all liability 

and reasonable expenses that may be incurred by him in 

connection with or resulting from any claim, action, suit or 

proceeding (whether brought by or in the right of the LVPC or 

such other commission or corporation or otherwise), civil or 
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criminal, or in connection with an appeal relating thereto, in 

which he may become involved, as a party or otherwise, by 

reason of his being or having been an officer, director, member 

of the LVPC or employee of the LVPC or of such other 

committee, or by reason of any past or future action taken or 

not taken in his capacity as such officer, director, member of 

the LVPC or employee of the LVPC or of such other 

commission whether or not he continues to be such at the time 

such liability or expense is incurred, provided such person 

acted in good faith in what he reasonably believed to be in the 

best interest of the LVPC or such other committee as the case 

may be, and, in addition, in any criminal action or proceeding, 

where he had no reasonable cause to believe that his conduct 

was unlawful.  As used in this Article “liability and expense” 

shall include, but shall not be limited to, counsel fees and 

disbursements and amounts of the judgment or penalties 

against, an amount paid in settlement by, any officer, director, 

member of the LVPC, or employee of the LVPC or of such 

other commission other than the amount paid to the LVPC 

itself or to such other committee served at the LVPC’s request. 

 

b. The termination of any claim, action, suit or proceeding civil or 

criminal, by judgement, settlement (whether with or without 

Court approval) or conviction or upon a plea of guilty or nolo 

contendere, or its equivalent, shall not create a presumption 

that an officer, director, member of the LVPC, employee of the 

commission or any other committee did not meet the 

standards of conduct set forth in the first sentence of this 

Article, except where there shall have been a judgment 

rendered specifically finding that the action or conduct of such 

officer, director, member of LVPC, employee of the LVPC or 

any other committee constituted a crime, actual fraud, actual 

malice or willful misconduct. 

 

c. Any such officer, director, member of the LVPC, employee of 

the LVPC or any other committee referred to in this Article who 

has been wholly successful, on the merits or otherwise, with 

respect to any claim, action, suit or proceeding of the character 

described herein shall be entitled to indemnification as of right.  

Except as is provided in the preceding sentence, any 

indemnification hereunder, shall be made  at the discretion of 

the LVPC but only if: 

 

(1)    The LVPC acting by a quorum 
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consisting of the members who are not parties to (or who 

have been wholly successful with respect to such claim, 

action, suit or proceeding) shall find that officer, director, 

member of the LVPC, employee of the commission or any 

other committee has met the standards of conduct as set 

forth in the first sentence of this Article, or 

 

(2) Independent legal counsel (who may be the regular 

counsel of the LVPC) shall deliver his written advise, that, 

in his opinion such officer, director, member of the LVPC, 

employee of the commission or any other committee has 

met such standards. 

 

Expense incurred with respect to any such claim, action, suit 

or proceeding may be advanced by the LVPC prior to the final 

disposition thereof upon receipt of an undertaking by or on 

behalf of the recipient to repay such amount unless it shall 

ultimately be determined that he is entitled to indemnification 

under this Article.  The financial ability of an officer, director, 

member of the LVPC, employee of the commission or any 

other committee to make such payment shall not be 

prerequisite to making of an advance. 

 

d. The rights of indemnification provided in this Article shall be in     

addition to any rights to which any person concerned may 

otherwise be entitled by contract or as a matter of law, and 

such inure to benefit of the heirs, executors and 

administrators of any such person. 

Article IX:                            Delegation of Authority to the LVPC Staff 

Review and approval procedures which normally fall within the 

purview of the LVPC may be delegated to the LVPC staff by 

resolution.  Such resolution shall specify the exact nature of the 

authority being delegated and shall also specify the duration of the 

time for which the authority has been granted. 

Article X:                          Hearings  

     Section 1:   The LVPC shall hold public hearings where such       

hearings are required by law or are considered by the LVPC to be 

in the public interest, and shall provide such public notice at least 

as required by the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code (Act 

247, as amended). 
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Section 3:  The subject of the hearing shall be presented in 

summary by a member of the LVPC or staff designated by the 

Chair, and parties in interest shall have the privilege of the floor. 

Section 4:  A suitable record of such hearing shall be made. 

                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

Article XI:      Adoption and Amendments 

                                                 These Bylaws may be adopted and amended by two-third’s of the 

membership present and voting at a meeting of the LVPC, 

provided that a quorum of not less than twelve (12) voting 

members shall be present.  At least (10) days prior to such a 

meeting a notice of the meeting and a copy of the proposed 

amendment shall be transmitted to all members of the LVPC.    
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MEMORANDUM 
DATE: March 26, 2020 
TO: 
FROM: 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 
Matt Assad, Managing Editor 

CC: 
REGARDING: Census 2020 

The LVPC is doing its part, as an official Census affiliate, to encourage everyone in Lehigh and 

Northampton counties to do their civic duty and respond to the Census.  

Our plan includes: 

• A large hero slide advertisement on LVPC.org urging everyone to fill out the Census

and linking to more information and Census links that can help them. The hero slide

promotion will remain on the website for at least the next two months.

• A detailed story, sent to more than 2,000 email subscribers and posted on our

webpage, explaining how important it is to the region’s future, that it’s confidential and

easy.  The LVPC Newsletter story will be delivered March 27th, just before the April 1

Census Day, and repeated thereafter.

• A social media campaign. A campaign that began March 13th – the day the Census

mailers began arriving in mailboxes – will include a minimum of two social media posts

per week, highlighting the importance, where to go, what to expect next and other key

details and dates. Topics of posts include funding, the impacts of undercounting, how to

do it, confidentiality and what to expect.  The posts run on Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn

and Instagram.

• Sharing promotions and social media from other official organizations, such as the US

Census, Pennsylvania and local municipalities.

• Promoting through the collection period.  The heart of the Census promotional push

will continue through April and into May.
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Public Engagement and Participation Items 

DUE TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, SEVERAL PUBLIC MEETINGS IN MARCH 

AND APRIL HAVE BEEN CANCELED. FUTURE MEETINGS WILL BE 

REEVALUATED, AS THIS SITUATION EVOLVES 

CANCELED MEETINGS 

 LVPC Transportation Committee – Thursday, March 26

 Local Technical Assistance Program – Drainage, March 31 (check back for a potential

reschedule date later in the year)

 LVTS Freight Advisory Committee/WorkshopLV: Freight, Wednesday, April 1st

 Northern Lehigh Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee Meeting, Tuesday, April 7

 Nazareth Area Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee Meeting, Monday, April 13

 LVPC Environment and Comprehensive Planning Committee Meetings, Tuesday, April 28

 LVPC Transportation Committee Meeting, Thursday, April 30

VIRTUAL MEETINGS 

 9 am, April 1, Lehigh Valley Transportation Study Joint Committee Meeting. Can be

accessed online at http://tincy.cc/0401lvtsmtg or via phone at +1 872-222-9976, Conference

ID: 684 585 896#

 7 pm, April 1, Slate Belt Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee. Can be accessed online

at http://tiny.cc/SB0401mtg or via phone at +1 872-222-9976, Conference ID: 555 293 354#

 3 pm, April 22, WorkshopLV: Multimodal meeting. Can be accessed online at

http://tiny.cc/MMWG0422Mtg or by phone at +1 872-222-9976, Conference ID: 372 703 729#

 8:30 am, April 29, Data+Donuts: BuildLV. Can be accessed online at http://tiny.cc/DD_BuildLV

or by phone at +1 872-222-9976, Conference ID: 124 080 601#

 7 pm, April 30, LVPC Full Commission Meeting. Can be accessed online at

http://tiny.cc/LVPC0430mtg or by phone at +1 872-222-9976, Conference ID: 460 386 771#

MEETINGS THAT ARE CURRENTLY UNCHANGED 

 Lehigh Valley Commercial Real Estate Outlook

o April 23 @ Holiday Inn Conference Center (7736 Adrienne Drive, Breiningsville, PA

18031), 10:00 am – 1:00 pm

o Email bvazquez@lvpc.org if you would like a seat, space limited

 Lehigh Valley Mayors and Municipal Officials Reception

o April 27 @ ArtsQuest SteelStacks (101 Founders Way, Bethlehem, PA 18015), 5:00 –

7:30 pm

o Email bvazquez@lvpc.org if you would like a seat, space limited
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