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Re:

July 1, 2019

Elaine L. Chao
Secretary of Transportation
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20590

United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing lnvestment to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant
2019: Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project

Dear Ms. Chao

Allentown City Councilwould like to offer support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission's request for a 2019 BUILD grant.

The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the more than $50 million Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization
Corridor project.

Since this collaboration will include more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, we support this endeavor!
Riverside Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a more than $300 million
brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City of Allentown.

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10{oot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide connectivity for a project that will
include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and a Main Street through an office and housing development on the former
site of the long-closed Lehigh Skuctural Steel.

The project's ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, recreational trail users and tourists from
established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new cultural, recreational and smart growth redevelopment projects
occurring along Allentown's waterfront.

It will close Pennsylvania's highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 165-mile Delaware & Lehigh
National Heritage Conidor Trail network and offer an alternative travel option to regional trail systems. lt will improve connectivity
between rural and urban areas of the Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting conidor to job

centers, while strengthening the spine of the region's recreational trail network.

Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to the deliverers - this investment
transcends social and economic barriers.

Allentown City Council offers our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access to all residents, but
continue the rebirth of the Lehigh Valley's urban core.

Sincerely,

Roger Maclean
&

Council President

Council meetings are held on the first and third Wednesdag of each month begínníng at 7:oo pm ín Council Chambers.
For copies of the agenda or meeting announcements, please uisit our websíte at uww.allentounpa.gou.























 
 
 

 

June 29, 2019 
 
Elaine L. Chao, Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: United States DOT, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development 
(BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Ms. Chao, 
 
We’re writing to offer our support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s 
request for a 2019 BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the 
implementation of the more than $50 million Riverside Drive Multimodal 
Revitalization Corridor project.   
 
The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit 
organizations, Riverside Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant 
rail bed to become a centerpiece of a more than $300 million brownfields 
redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City of Allentown.  
The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, 
will provide the connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public 
plazas, floating docks and a Main Street through an office and housing 
development on the former site of the long-closed Lehigh Structural Steel. 
 
It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical 
commuting link in the 165-mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor 
Trail network and offering an alternative travel option to regional trail systems. It 
improves connectivity between rural and urban areas of the Lehigh Valley and 
eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting corridor to job centers, while 
strengthening the spine of the region’s recreational trail network.  
 
We offer our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access 
to all residents, but continue the rebirth of the Lehigh Valley’s urban core. This 
critical project is an important part of the September 11th National Memorial Trail 
alignment. Please do not hesitate to contact me for further details. Thank you. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas Baxter, President 
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July 7, 2019 
 
 
Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re:  United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Ms. Chao: 
 
We’re writing to offer our support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s request for a 2019 
BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the more than $50 million 
Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor project.   

The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside 
Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a more 
than $300 million brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City of 
Allentown.  

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide the 
connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and a 
Main Street through an office and housing development on the former site of the long-closed 
Lehigh Structural Steel. 

The project’s ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, recreational trail 
users and tourists from established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new cultural, 
recreational and smart growth redevelopment projects occurring along Allentown’s waterfront. 

It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 165-
mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offering an alternative travel 
option to regional trail systems. It improves connectivity between rural and urban areas of the 
Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting corridor to job centers, while 
strengthening the spine of the region’s recreational trail network.  

Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to 
the deliverers - this investment transcends social and economic barriers. 

We offer our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access to all residents, 
but continue the rebirth of the Lehigh Valley’s urban core.  
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The Allentown Neighborhood Improvement Zone Development Authority (ANIZDA) administers 
the Neighborhood Improvement Zone (NIZ), a special tax incentive district created by state law 
that is being utilized to encourage development and revitalization in Center City Allentown and 
along the western side of the Lehigh River. To date, almost $700 million in new development has 
been completed in the NIZ and much more is planned including The Waterfront and other 
development adjacent or in close proximity to the Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization 
Corridor Project. The project will provide improved connectivity and a critical link between the NIZ 
and surrounding areas promoting further community and economic development. 

We hope you look favorably upon this application. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Steven K. Bamford 
Executive Director 





network.

Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to
the deliverers - this investment transcends social and economic barriers.

We offer our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access to all residents,
but continue the rebirth of the Lehigh Valley’s urban core.

The location of  this  project  makes it  a  pivotal  bicycle transportation link for  urban and  suburban
residents, as well for visitors traveling on longer bicycle trips.

It is time to invest in this project, which supports bicycling, walking and public transit, as enjoyable
activities, and when used in place of driving cars, provide a reduction in traffic congestion, benefits to
air quality, and improved quality of life. 

Kind Regards,

Scott Slingerland, P.E., Director, League Cycling Instructor
email: scott@lvcat.org
mobile: 845-430-6552
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LVCAT.  org     1935 West Broad Street Bethlehem, PA 18018   610.954.5744
Bicycling Education-Bicyclist/Motorist Diplomacy-Safe/Enjoyable Pedestrian Access-Trails-Transit-Environment-Community
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June 25, 2019 
 
Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re:  United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
This letter is to attest our support of Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s request for a 2019 
BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the over $50 million 
Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor project.   
 
Riverside Drive is a 3.25 mile multi-municipal commuter corridor, made up of a two-lane 
thoroughfare and paired with a 10-foot bike and walking commuter corridor. This is a collaboration 
of more than 20 local public, private and non-profit organizations. It is a critical commuting link in 
the 165-mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offers an alternative 
travel option for residents to access regional trail systems and job centers. It also improves 
connectivity between rural and urban areas of the Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania.   
 
Riverside Drive is located along a vacated rail corridor adjacent to a redevelopment project, known 
as The Waterfront, in the City of Allentown. On the large former brownfield that was Lehigh 
Structural Steel, the project will provide a river walk, floating docks to support public access to the 
river, two public plazas, and a main street through the adjacent site redevelopment. The project’s 
ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents—including youth—rural and suburban 
commuters, recreational trail users, and tourists from established commercial and mixed use 
development to the new cultural, recreational, and economic redevelopment opportunities 
occurring along Allentown’s waterfront. 
 
Whether linking young people to new parts of the region, workers to their jobs, rural to urban, 
consumers to the businesses, or goods to the deliverers - this investment transcends social and 
economic barriers, appealing to the Lehigh Valley metropolitan area at large, and therefore 
encompasses several supportive partners in its planning and vision.  
 
Community Bike Works is a youth bike mentoring organization that teaches life lessons through 
bicycles to the young people of Allentown and the Lehigh Valley who could benefit most. We are 
dedicated to providing educational, recreational, and vocational opportunities to the more than 500 
students each year that come from families with low incomes, most of whom live in the City of 

http://www.communitybikeworks.org/


Allentown. Your support for Riverside Drive will help open up the Lehigh Valley to these students, 
who will ride the corridor for recreation and to get to places in their home region that were not 
previously accessible to them. While riding the corridor, our students will reap the benefits of 
physical activity, will be able to connect with a fuller range of community members and 
neighborhoods, and will better be able to access afterschool and summer job opportunities. As our 
student Eric shared, “To me, a bike is freedom. On my bike, I can ride to school, to my job at 
Community Bike Works, or anywhere else in the Lehigh Valley I want to go.” 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to support the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and Riverside 
Drive as part of the 2019 BUILD application process. I appreciate your consideration.  
 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Kim Schaffer 
Executive Director  



 

 
July 1, 2019 
 
Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re: United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage          
Development (BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Ms. Chao: 
 
We’re writing to offer our support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s request for a               
2019 BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the more than $50                
million Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor project.  

The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside             
Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a                  
more than $300 million brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City              
of Allentown.  

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide              
the connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and                
a Main Street through an office and housing development on the former site of the long-closed                
Lehigh Structural Steel. 

The project’s ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, recreational          
trail users and tourists from established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new             
cultural, recreational and smart growth redevelopment projects occurring along Allentown’s          
waterfront. 

It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the               
165-mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offering an alternative             
travel option to regional trail systems. It improves connectivity between rural and urban areas of               
the Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting corridor to job centers,              
while strengthening the spine of the region’s recreational trail network.  

Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to                
the deliverers - this investment transcends social and economic barriers. 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 
As the destination marketing organization for Northampton and Lehigh Counties, we believe this 
grant will serve a catalyst for livability, economic development, and tourism. Discover Lehigh 
Valley emphatically supports this project and the positive impact it will serve in our communities.  
 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Alex Michaels 
 
Alex Michaels 
President & CEO 
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THOMAS E. PARKER 

Superintendent 

parkert@allentownsd.org 

 
 
June 21, 2019 
 
 
 
 
Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re:  United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development 

(BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Ms. Chao: 
 
We’re writing to offer our support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s request for a 2019 BUILD grant. 
The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the more than $50 million Riverside Drive Multimodal 
Revitalization Corridor project.   
 
The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside Drive will be a 
3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a more than $300 million brownfields 
redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City of Allentown.  
 
The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide the connective 
tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and a Main Street through an office 
and housing development on the former site of the long-closed Lehigh Structural Steel. 
 
The project’s ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, recreational trail users and 
tourists from established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new cultural, recreational and smart 
growth redevelopment projects occurring along Allentown’s waterfront. 
 
It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 165-mile Delaware & 
Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offering an alternative travel option to regional trail systems. It 
improves connectivity between rural and urban areas of the Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, providing a 
new commuting corridor to job centers, while strengthening the spine of the region’s recreational trail network.  
 
Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to the deliverers - 
this investment transcends social and economic barriers. 
 
We offer our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access to all residents but continue the 
rebirth of the Lehigh Valley’s urban core.  
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Thomas E. Parker 
Superintendent 













 
July 10, 2019 
 
The Honorable Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re:  United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Secretary Chao: 
 
We’re writing to offer our support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s request for a 2019 
BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the more than $50 million 
Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor project.   

The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside 
Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a more 
than $300 million brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City of 
Allentown.  

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide the 
connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and a 
Main Street through an office and housing development on the former site of the long-closed 
Lehigh Structural Steel. 

The project’s ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, recreational trail 
users and tourists from established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new cultural, 
recreational and smart growth redevelopment projects occurring along Allentown’s waterfront. 

It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 165-
mile Delaware & Lehigh (D&L) National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offering an alternative 
travel option to regional trail systems. It improves connectivity between rural and urban areas of 
the Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting corridor to job centers, 
while strengthening the spine of the region’s recreational trail network.  

Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to 
the deliverers - this investment transcends social and economic barriers. 

We offer our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access to all residents, 
but continue the rebirth of the Lehigh Valley’s urban core.  



 
Lehigh Gap Nature Center has long partnered with the D&L National Heritage Corridor and we 
serve as a trail access point and provide services for trail users. Completing the D&L Trail through 
the region in question is crucial for many reasons as stated above. We hope that you are able to 
support this project with full funding. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dan R. Kunkle, Executive Director 













_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Eric C. Gratz, MPPM, NRP 

Chief of Operations 
Emergency Medical Services 

723 Chew St, 2nd Floor 
Allentown, PA  18102 

Office:  (610) 437-7531 

FAX:  (610) 437-7684 
Eric.Gratz@Allentownpa.gov 

 

June 28, 2019 

 

Elaine L. Chao 

Secretary of Transportation 

United States Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

RE:  United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development 

(BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 

 

Ms. Chao, 

 

I am writing to offer the support of Allentown Emergency Medical Services to the Lehigh Valley 

Planning Commission’s request for a 2019 BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the 

implementation of the more than $50 million Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor 

project.  The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside 

Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a more than 

$300 million brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City of Allentown.   

 

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide the 

connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and a Main 

Street through an office and housing development on the former site of the long-closed Lehigh 

Structural Steel.  The project’s ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, 

recreational trail users and tourists from established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new 

cultural, recreational and smart growth redevelopment projects occurring along Allentown’s waterfront. 

 

It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 165-mile 

Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offering an alternative travel option to 

regional trail systems. It improves connectivity between rural and urban areas of the Lehigh Valley and 

eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting corridor to job centers, while strengthening the spine 

of the region’s recreational trail network. Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, 

consumers to the businesses, or goods to the deliverers - this investment transcends social and economic 

barriers. 

 

As the provider of emergency medical services for Pennsylvania’s third largest city, we value any 

initiative that promotes healthy activities such as biking or hiking.  The addition of the thoroughfare also 

improves our access to the area in the event of emergencies.  Finally, the economic benefit to the city is 

noted by our bureau both in financial stability as well as in morale.  Therefore, we offer our support for a 

project we believe will provide greater access to all residents and continue the rebirth of the Lehigh 

Valley’s urban core.       

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Eric C. Gratz 

Chief of Operations 

http://www.allentownpa.gov/


July 12, 2019 

Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 

CETRONIA 

AMBULANCE CORPS"' 

United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 

Re: United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Grant 2019: Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 

Dear Ms. Chao: 

We're writing to offer our support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission's request for a 
2019 BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the more than $50 
million Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor project. 

The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside 
Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a 
more than $300 million brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City 
of Allentown. 

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide 
the connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and 
a Main Street through an office and housing development on the former site of the long-closed 
Lehigh Structural Steel. 

The project's ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, recreational 
trail users and tourists from established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new 
cultural, recreational and smart growth redevelopment projects occurring along Allentown's 
waterfront. 

It will close Pennsylvania's highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 
165-mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offering an alternative 
travel option to regional trail systems. It improves connectivity between rural and urban areas of 
the Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting corridor to job centers, 
while strengthening the spine of the region's recreational trail network. 

Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to 
the deliverers - this investment transcends social and economic barriers. 

We offer our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access to all residents, 
but continue the rebirth of the Lehigh Valley's urban core. 

The Leader in Emergency Medical Services, Transportation and Community Health Resources 

Administrative Office: 610-398-0239 • 800-604-5678 • Communications Center: 610-395-6833 
4300 Broadway, Allentown, PA 18104-9564 • www.cetronia.org 



Cetronia believes a project such as this will help our local residents gain more access to recreational 
activities and engage all age groups in a healthier and more active lifestyle. This ultimately results in 
heart healthy activity and reduction in obesity. We sincerely believe this will encourage our residents 
and even our lifesaving teams to increase activity therefore reducing the instances of heart and many 
other sedentary disease processes. 

Cetronia Ambulance Corps is a nonprofit 501c3 organization. Since 1955 it has proudly served Lynn, 
South Whitehall, Upper Macungie, Weisenberg and Whitehall townships, as well as portions of Lowhill, 
Salisbury, Greenwich and Albany Townships, and the Borough of Coplay in Eastern Pennsylvania. Our 
mission is to be the leader in emergency medical services, transportation and community health 
resources. 

Cetronia Ambulance Corps is one of the largest providers of ambulance services in Eastern Pennsylvania; 

employing 135 full- and part-time career associates, 20 active volunteers and boasting a total fleet of 41 

vehicles, including 19 ambulances, 20 para-transit vehicles, a supervisor's vehicle, and a special services 

unit. As the regional leader in High Performance EMS, Cetronia Ambulance Corps fields over 60,000 calls 

annually, covering an emergency service area that spans across 130 square miles, touching more than 

226,000 people, and a non-emergency coverage area that encompasses five counties. Cetronia 

Ambulance Corps is proud to support the residents of the Greater Lehigh Valley and Pocono Mountains 

and remains dedicated to community involvement, outreach and education in the communities it 

serves. 

We sincerely appreciate your consideration and look forward to having your help in supporting 
this very important project here in the Lehigh Valley. 

Sincerely, 

~~?--e✓~ 
Larry Wiersch, MS 

Chief Executive Officer 











 
 
June 24, 2019 
 
 
Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re:  United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Ms. Chao: 
 
We’re writing to offer our support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s request for a 2019 
BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the more than $50 million 
Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor project.   

The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside 
Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a more 
than $300 million brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City of 
Allentown.  

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide the 
connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and a 
Main Street through an office and housing development on the former site of the long-closed 
Lehigh Structural Steel. 

The project’s ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, recreational trail 
users and tourists from established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new cultural, 
recreational and smart growth redevelopment projects occurring along Allentown’s waterfront. 

It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 165-
mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offering an alternative travel 
option to regional trail systems. It improves connectivity between rural and urban areas of the 
Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting corridor to job centers, while 
strengthening the spine of the region’s recreational trail network.  

Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to 
the deliverers - this investment transcends social and economic barriers. 

We offer our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access to all residents, 
but continue the rebirth of the Lehigh Valley’s urban core.  

I am the owner of a large building in the Waterfront section of Allentown currently being restored 
as part of the push to continue the redevelopment of the great Lehigh Valley. As such, I am 
extremely excited by the possibility of the creation of Riverside Drive, which will not just help me 
personally but will contribute great economic and social valley to the community. 

Sincerely, 

Josh Wood 

 







 



 
 
July 1st, 2019 
 
 
Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re:  United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
 
Dear Ms. Chao: 
 
We’re writing to offer our support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s request for a 

2019 BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the more than 

$50 million Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor project.   

The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside 

Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a 

more than $300 million brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the 

City of Allentown.  

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide 

the connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks 

and a Main Street through an office and housing development on the former site of the long-

closed Lehigh Structural Steel. 

The project’s ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, recreational 

trail users and tourists from established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new 

cultural, recreational and smart growth redevelopment projects occurring along Allentown’s 

waterfront. 

It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 

165-mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offering an 

alternative travel option to regional trail systems. It improves connectivity between rural and 

urban areas of the Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting 

corridor to job centers, while strengthening the spine of the region’s recreational trail network.  

Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods 

to the deliverers - this investment transcends social and economic barriers. 



 
 

We offer our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access to all 

residents, but continue the rebirth of the Lehigh Valley’s urban core.  

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy’s mission is to create a nationwide network of trails and this 

project is crucial in achieving that goal. 

 

 

Anya Saretzky 

Project Manager 

Rails-to-Trails Conservancy  

anya@railstotrails.org 
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July 2, 2019 
 
Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage          
Development (BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Ms. Chao: 
 
We’re writing to offer our support for the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s request for a 2019                
BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the more than $50 million                
Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor project. The collaboration of more than 20 local,             
public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a               
vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a more than $300 million brownfields redevelopment               
project known as the Waterfront, in the City of Allentown.  

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide the               
connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and a Main                 
Street through an office and housing development on the former site of Lehigh Structural Steel. 

It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 165-mile                
Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network. Whether linking workers to their jobs,              
rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to the deliverers - this investment transcends                
social and economic barriers. We particularly appreciate the scope of the project, as when this gap is                 
closed there will be over 100 miles of contiguous trail connecting the Philadelphia and Allentown               
regions.  

Sincerely, 

 

Leonard Bonarek 
Regional Planner 
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July 1, 2019 
 
Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
 
Re United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to 
Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal 
Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Ms. Chao: 
 
North Branch Land Trust offers its support for the Lehigh Valley Planning 
Commission’s request for a 2019 BUILD grant. The grant funding is imperative to 
the implementation of the more than $50 million Riverside Drive Multimodal 
Revitalization Corridor project.   
 
The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, 
Riverside Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become 
a centerpiece of a more than $300 million brownfields redevelopment project known 
as the Waterfront, in the City of Allentown.  
 
It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting 
link in the 165-mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and 
offering an alternative travel option to regional trail systems. It improves connectivity 
between rural and urban areas of the Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, 
providing a new commuting corridor to job centers, while strengthening the spine of 
the region’s recreational trail network.  
 
As a trail partner North Branch Land Trust is working with the Delaware & Lehigh 
National Heritage Corridor to complete one of the last sections of the 165-mile D&L 
trail into Wilkes-Barre PA. and offers its support for a project we believe will not only 
provide greater access to all residents, but continue the rebirth of the Lehigh 
Valley’s urban core. As per the National Park Service, Trails provide enjoyable and 
safe options for transportation, which reduces air pollution. Trails promote safe and 
livable communities. The recreation, health, transportation and 
environmental benefits collectively can contribute to an overall enhanced quality of 
life in communities. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Paul Lumia 
Executive Director  



Promoting travel to Bucks County.                                #EatInBucksCo #DrinkInBucksCo #ExploreInBucksCo 

 

 

 

3207 Street Road, Bensalem, PA 19020 
215.639.0300 | VisitBucksCounty.com   

 

 

 
 
 

Dear Lehigh Valley Planning Commission 
  
The purpose of this letter is to ask for your consideration of the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor 
for your BUILD grant program. 
 
Visit Bucks County is excited to support the efforts by the Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor to 
connect a substantial portion of the D&L Trail as part of The Waterfront development in the City of 
Allentown. The completion of this section would connect the entire trail system which runs from Wilkes-Barre 
to Philadelphia. This connectivity will encourage locals and visitors to explore the entire trail.  
 
Visit Bucks County generates economic impact for Bucks County by marketing and promoting the many things 
to see and do throughout the region. Recreation is a key driver of visitation that help support the local 
economy, and visitor spending alone generates nearly $1 billion in economic impact. We have nearly 28,000 
hospitality jobs with many of them in our river towns along the Delaware Canal.  
 
We thank you for your consideration. 
 
Paul Bencivengo 

  

Paul Bencivengo 
 
President/COO 
Visit Bucks County 
 
 
 
 





 

July 8, 2019 

Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re: United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage Development (BUILD) Grant 

2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 

Dear Ms. Chao: 

As a statewide leader in trail development, the Pennsylvania Environmental Council (PEC) supports the Lehigh Valley Planning 

Commission’s 2019 BUILD grant application for funding to implement the Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor 

project. The collaboration of more than 20 public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside Drive will transform a 3.25-mile-

long vacant rail bed into the centerpiece of a more than $300 million brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, 

in the City of Allentown, Pennsylvania.  

PEC embraces the importance of establishing regional trail connections and is committed to making trails accessible for urban 

citizens in underserved communities. In terms of population, Allentown is Pennsylvania’s third largest city, with residents 

representing diverse cultural and socio-economic backgrounds. Over 40 percent of Allentown’s population is Hispanic or Latino, 

and over 25 percent of the city’s residents live at or below the poverty level. Considering these unique demographic factors, PEC 

believes that the Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor will impact the City of Allentown in positive and significant 

ways. 

Riverside Drive is a significant trail gap in Pennsylvania, which once completed, will offer a valuable alternative travel option for 

both commuting and recreation. The corridor will improve connectivity between rural and urban areas of the Lehigh Valley 

metropolitan area and will even link with the 165-mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail, as well as with Greater 

Philadelphia’s Circuit Trails, strengthening the spine of Southeastern Pennsylvania’s trail network.  

Whether linking workers to jobs, rural to urban, consumers to businesses, or goods to deliverers – Riverside Drive transcends social 

and economic barriers. Therefore, PEC offers support for an investment that will provide greater access for Allentown residents, 

continue the Lehigh Valley’s urban renaissance, and enhance Pennsylvania’s outdoor recreation amenities. 

Sincerely, 

 
Patrick Starr 
Executive Vice President 



 
Seeking 21st Century Solutions for our 19th Century Landmark   

P.O. Box 262 Point Pleasant, PA 18950 
 
 
          July 2, 2019 
 
Elaine L. Chao 
Secretary of Transportation 
United States Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Re:  United States Department of Transportation, Better Utilizing Investment to Leverage 
Development (BUILD) Grant 2019:  Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project 
 
Dear Ms. Chao: 
 
On behalf of Delaware Canal 21, a Pennsylvania non-profit, I’m writing to offer our support for 
the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s request for a 2019 BUILD grant. The grant funding is 
imperative to the implementation of the more than $50 million Riverside Drive Multimodal 
Revitalization Corridor project.   

Delaware Canal 21 is dedicated to developing new paradigms for preserving and maintaining the 
historic Delaware Canal whose 60 mile length forms an integral part of the Lehigh and Delaware 
trail systems.  The significance of connecting this route as proposed in this project cannot be 
underestimated for its historic, environmental and public recreational value. 

The collaboration of more than 20 local, public, private and non-profit organizations, Riverside 
Drive will be a 3.25-mile project that reclaims a vacant rail bed to become a centerpiece of a 
more than $300 million brownfields redevelopment project known as the Waterfront, in the City 
of Allentown.  

The two-lane thoroughfare, paired with a 10-foot hiking and biking commuter trail, will provide 
the connective tissue for a project that will include a Riverwalk, public plazas, floating docks and 
a Main Street through an office and housing development on the former site of the long-closed 
Lehigh Structural Steel. 

The project’s ADA accessible design connects Allentown residents, commuters, recreational trail 
users and tourists from established commercial and mixed-use developments to the new cultural, 
recreational and smart growth redevelopment projects occurring along Allentown’s waterfront. 

It will close Pennsylvania’s highest priority trail gap, providing a critical commuting link in the 
165-mile Delaware & Lehigh National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offering an 



alternative travel option to regional trail systems. It improves connectivity between rural and 
urban areas of the Lehigh Valley and eastern Pennsylvania, providing a new commuting corridor 
to job centers, while strengthening the spine of the region’s recreational trail network.  

Whether linking workers to their jobs, rural to urban, consumers to the businesses, or goods to 
the deliverers - this investment transcends social and economic barriers. 

We offer our support for a project we believe will not only provide greater access to all residents, 
but continue the rebirth of the Lehigh Valley’s urban core.  

 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Allen D. Black       
Chairman, Delaware Canal 21     
 
 
 
 




