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July 77,2018

Elaine L. Chao

Secretary of Transportation
United States Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Ave., SE

Washington, DC 20590

Re: BUILD 2018: Riverside Drive Multimodal Revitalization Corridor Project

Dear Secretary Chao:

I am writing to express my support of the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission's request for a 2018 BUILD

8rant. The grant funding is imperative to the implementation of the over S30 million Riverside Drive
Multimodal Revitalization Corridor project.

Riverside Drive is a 3.25 mile multi-municipal commuter corridor, made up of a two-lane thoroughfare
and paired with a twelve foot bike and walking commuter corridor. This is a collaboration of more than
20 local public, private and non-profit organizations working together. lt is a critical commuting link in the
165-mile Delaware & Lehigh (D&L) National Heritage Corridor Trail network and offers an alternative
travel option to regional trail systems and job centers. lt improves connectivity between rural and urban
areas of the Lehigh Valley and eastern pennsylvania.

Riverside Drive is located along a vacated rail corridor adjacent to a redevelopment project known as The
Waterfront, in the City of Allentown. On the large former brownfield, formerly Lehigh Structural Steel, the
project will provide a river walk, floating docks to support public access to the river, two public plazas, and
a main street through the adjacent site redevelopment. The project's ADA accessible design connects
Allentown residents, rural and suburban commuters, recreational trail users, and tourists from
established commercial and mixed use development to the new cultural, recreational, and economic
redevelopment opportunities occurring a long Allentown's waterfront.

The D&L National Heritage Corridor Trail cuts through the heart of Pennsylvania's 183'd legislative district,
which I represent. lt has become an important economic driver for towns such as the borough of
Slatington, and as mentioned connects to other trail networks in the Lehigh Valley. The completion of the



Riverside Drive project will be an important step towards not only linking the northern and southern areas

of the Lehigh Valley region together through the D&L Trail, but would create a continuous trail from the
Lehigh Valley north to the Wilkes-Barre region and south to Bucks County. ln time, it will connect down
through Philadelphia. lt cannot be overstated how important this would be to not only my district, but to
eastern Pennsylvania and our numerous trail towns.

One final item I would like to point out is that this project has significant private investment, with a match
of 62% in this grant submission. This would be an excellent opportunity to leverage private capital that is
ready and eager to get this project done, but needs a bit of public support to get it over the finish line.

I again wish to reiterate my support of this BUILD grant submission, and ask for your approval in this very
worthwhile project.
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