
 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, January 26 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, January 26, 2016 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s conference 

room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Karen Duerholz, Steven Glickman, Kent Herman, Edward Hozza, Rick Molchany, Christina 

Morgan, Kathy Rader, Stephen Repasch, Kevin Schmidt, Christine Weaver, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gordon Campbell, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, George Gemmel, Darlene Heller, 

Tim Herrlinger, Robert Lammi, Kevin Lott, David O’Connell, Pam Pearson, Hayden Phillips, Tina 

Roseberry  

 

Members absent: Percy Dougherty, Armand Greco, Steven Neratko, Brad Osborne, Sara 

Pandl, Julie Thomases, Christen Borso, Gene Clater, Charles Elliott, Thomas Nolan, Lynn Prior, 

Michael Reph 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, Tamara Mittman, George Kinney, Geoff Reese, Sue 

Rockwell, Tracy Oscavich, John von Kerczek 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ, Certificate Planners (they left after special 

presentation) 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the December 22, 2016 meeting were moved 

for approval by Ms. Wright. Mr. Gemmel seconded the motion. The motion carried 

unanimously. 

Ms. Dreisbach introduced David O’Connell as a new commission member 

representing the City of Easton. 



    
   

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT  

 

None 

 

SPECIAL PRESENTATION 

  

 Certificates were handed out to the certified planners with Ms. Dreisbach 

presenting the LVPC Certified Citizen Planners and Ms. Roseberry presenting the PMPEI 

Certificates. 52 people attended the four courses last year: Community Planning; 

Subdivision + Land Development; Zoning; and Zoning Administration. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Bethlehem Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Brodhead Road Distribution 

Center 

 

Ms. Mittman spoke about the proposed distribution center located on Brodhead 

Road. It sits on a 35 acre parcel and is located off of the interchange of Route 191 and 

Route 22. The proposed facility is about 513,000 square feet which exceeds the threshold 

for Land Uses of Regional Significance. The development itself is consistent with the 

County Comprehensive Plan. In regards to the Monocacy Creek Act 167 Plan, the 

proposed Drainage Plan is found to be inconsistent with the Act 167 stormwater 

management ordinance so they will be resubmitting their stormwater plan for review. 

When comparing the facility to the impact on neighboring municipalities, the staff found 

that the site proposed was appropriate because it’s on two major arterial roads and is 

separated from residential areas which protects residents from environmental impacts. 

The transportation section found that this project is in close proximity to an identified 

congested corridor, near a high crash intersection and with their traffic impact study, the 

township only looked at the existing traffic conditions and did not provide a design 

horizon year analysis. On-street truck queuing has been an issue so the township might 

want to have internal designated queuing areas or oversized truck parking spaces on-

site. Internal sidewalks are lacking and should be considered to provide linkage from the 

street to the building. It is suggested that Norfolk Southern Railroad should be made 

aware of the proposed site development due to an upgrade on their rail crossing on 

Brodhead Road in August of 2018. The proposed land development plan includes a new 

sidewalk on the south side of Brodhead Road connecting the existing sidewalk to the 

west of the property all the way to the east side of the property. LANta recommends the 

installation of an ADA accessible bus shelter at the eastbound bus stop and also an 

accessible pedestrian path along the entrance driveway of the facility. After some 

discussion of the exact location of the proposed development site, Ms. Wright made a 

motion to approve the staff comments. Mr. Lammi seconded the motion. The motion 

passed with Ms. Duerholz abstaining. 

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 

 Ms. Wright refers the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Mr. Gemmel seconded the motion. The motion was passed 

unanimously. 



    
   

Environment Committee 

 

Project Summary 

 

 Mr. Repasch went over the summary sheet’s one item – (1) Application to Renew 

Approval of Existing Groundwater Withdrawal for Nestle Purina PetCare Company regarding 

a new well is proposed to replace an existing well, which will be abandoned. Groundwater 

allocations will remain the same. There have been no issues or complaints and the 

application is consistent with the county comprehensive plan. Mr. Repasch moved to 

accept the staff comments. Ms. Pearson seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

  

Transportation Committee 

 

Statewide Transportation Alternatives Program Awards 

 

Mr. Kinney stated that after a year, the state finally announced their Statewide 

Transportation Alternatives Program Awards. We previously awarded 6 regional projects 

– Bike Education Project in the City of Allentown for $150,000; Jordan Creek Greenway 

and Trail Project in South Whitehall Township for $292,366; Front Street Safety and 

Connectivity Project in the Borough of Catasauqua for $292,126; Broadway and 

Delaware Avenue Pedestrian Improvements Project in the Borough of Fountain Hill for 

$59,950; Two Rivers Trail Gap in Bushkill Township for $420,562; and Bike Path Crossing 

Safety Improvements in Palmer Township for $56,630. 

 For the State Awards, there were 51 statewide projects. The region received 4 

projects – Pedestrian Streetscape Project in the Borough of Macungie for $542,288; 

Jordan Creek Greenway and Trail Project in South Whitehall Township for $257,634; 

Traffic and Pedestrian Improvements in the Borough of Coopersburg for $938,856; and 

Pedestrian Safety Improvements in the City of Allentown for $297,274.  

 

Vehicle Automation 

 

 Mr. Kinney talked about how Pennsylvania is becoming a leader with vehicle 

automation technology and is one of three states in the country that is leading the 

autonomous vehicle effort along with Michigan and California. Since there’s not a lot of 

policy out there yet, one of the things we’ve been trying to do at the MPO level is start to get 

our hands around what does this mean from a transportation planning perspective. Only 

about 6% of communities nationally have considered the impacts of autonomous vehicles 

on a day-to-day basis. There are about 33 auto manufacturers that are currently developing 

and testing autonomous technology both in vehicles and trucks. There are six levels to this 

with zero being the human does everything, through six being the human does not have to 

do anything. There are a lot of different technologies on the vehicles to enable the 

automation – radar, LIDAR, video, short range communication, GPS, etc. Currently there are 

about six million accidents annually with 95% being contributed to human error. Out of those 

six million accidents, 33,000 are fatalities which cost $836 billion annually. It’s estimated 

through the policy document that if we had 90% autonomy, we would reduce that 33,000 

by 2/3 which would bring that annual cost down significantly. Government impediments can 

include roadway infrastructure, congestion, traffic law updates, legal insurance, driver 

training, etc. From a trucking standpoint, the issues are hours of service, driver retention, truck 

parking, electronic logging laws and device mandates, driver distractions, etc. Mr. Kinney 

then showed a video of a level 4 autonomous truck making a 120 mile cross-state delivery in 



    
   

Colorado. Mr. Kinney stated that this is coming fast and we will continue to monitor what’s 

going on and report back frequently. PennDOT who is overseeing the technology on the 

automobile side said that they expect to see driverless vehicles showing up in driveways 

within a 5-year period. Most industry experts say at least 10-years out but you will continue to 

see this evolve. Mr. Molchany asked if this is going to be an all or nothing proposition or will 

we see this staged gradually into the different levels or tiers of automation? Mr. Kinney says 

he believes this will be incremental – we are already seeing this in vehicles now.  

 

Freight Advisory Committee Meeting @ LVPC Office – February 1 @ 11:30am 

 

 Mr. Kinney stated that there will be a Freight Advisory meeting coming up on 

Wednesday where he will show this video along with a couple more including an 

automated motorcycle. Mr. Diacogiannis encouraged those who have not, to please sign 

up before the space is gone. Items being discussed is autonomous vehicles, the adoption of 

the Critical Urban Freight Corridors for the Valley and lastly the President of the Pennsylvania 

Motor Truck Association will talk about a national truck parking study. 

  

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Proposed Amendments to Statement of Purpose, Functions and Services and Bylaws 

  

 Mr. Repasch talked about the changes made to the Proposed Amendments to 

Statement of Purpose, Functions and Services and Bylaws document. Mr. Molchany 

mentioned Article VI, Section 8, asking who is going to generate the request to remove a 

commission member. He said that we have some commission members that show up 

maybe 3 times a year and to him, they should be removed. Mr. Repasch stated that they 

are now keeping strict attendance at all committee and commission meetings and if they 

find someone who isn’t attending their required number of meetings, we will forward that to 

the county Executive. Then it will be up to them on how to proceed. Ms. Bradley said that we 

are required to issue a letter to both county Executives but instead of waiting to do that on 

an annual cycle, we will update the county Executives at every commission meeting on a 

monthly basis. 

 Mr. Repasch continued to talk about another change to the bylaws under the 

Statement of Purpose, number 8 – changing the term “create data” to “collect data”. Mr. 

Herman made a motion to accept the updated bylaws. Mr. Gemmel seconded the motion. 

The motion passed unanimously. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Events + Information 

 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that we are having a Planning + Pizza at the LVPC office on 

January 31st at 6:00pm. This is our nighttime meeting for the kickoff to the FutureLV update of 

the Regional Comprehensive Plan.  

 We also have Strategy Labs which are based on specific topics about our 

community. We already had Environment and Water discussions earlier this week. Coming 

up on February 7th is Community Utilities and Community Facilities.  

 There is Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) classes coming up with Risk 

Management Strategies on February 8th and Temporary Work Zone Traffic Control on 

February 22nd.  

 



    
   

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Second Harvest Food Bank 

 

 Ms. Bradley talked about how we held a food/supply drive in December of last 

year and collected 127lbs of goods for the Second Harvest Food Bank. We also raised 

close to $100 with our Jeans-for-a-Cause to donate to them as well. She wanted to share 

their thank you letter with the commission. 

 

Alice Lipe 

 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that Alice Lipe sent in a thank you note to the commission 

for the beautiful frame that was given to her for her retirement.  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Annual Statement of Financial Interests 

 

 Ms. Bradley said the Pennsylvania Ethics Commission require all commissioners and 

senior staff to submit a Statement of Financial Interests which we emailed all commissioners 

earlier this week. This form needs to be complete and send back by May 1, 2017.   

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Molchany made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Duerholz seconded 

that motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, February 23 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, February 23, 2016 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s 

conference room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Percy Dougherty, Karen Duerholz, Steven Glickman, Rick Molchany, Christina Morgan, Sara 

Pandl, Kathy Rader, Stephen Repasch, Kevin Schmidt, Christine Weaver, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gordon Campbell, Gene Clater, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, George Gemmel, Tim 

Herrlinger, Kevin Lott, Tom Nolan, David O’Connell, Pam Pearson, Hayden Phillips, Michael 

Reph, Tina Roseberry  

 

Members absent: Armand Greco, Kent Herman, Ed Hozza, Steven Neratko, Brad Osborne, 

Julie Thomases, Christen Borso, Charles Elliott, Darlene Heller, Bob Lammi 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, Tamara Mittman, George Kinney, Geoff Reese, Tracy 

Oscavich, John von Kerczek, Justin Barclay, Brian Hite 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ  

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the January 26, 2017 meeting were moved for 

approval by Mr. Repasch. Ms. Wright seconded the motion. The motion carried with Mr. 

Nolan, Mr. Reph, Ms. Pandl and Mr. Clater abstaining. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT  

 

None 



    
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Weisenberg Township – Land Development Plan – Golden Key Travel Center 

 

 Mr. von Kerczek talked about the proposed development of a tractor trailer trucking 

facility located at the I-78/Route 863 interchange. This is the type of facility lacking in the 

region so the LVPC supports this development. The transportation department conducted a 

review and supports the improvements that the developer has included in the project. These 

improvements will bring the level of service to an acceptable level of C or better. There are 

additional improvements that the township should be aware of and coordinate this 

development moving forward regarding reflective pavement markings on I-78. The project 

site is located within the Sacony Creek watershed, so this underwent a stormwater review. 

The Drainage Plan has been found to be inconsistent with the Act 167 requirements. A 

checklist of issues has been provided which will need to be addressed and the revised plans 

resubmitted to our office for review. Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the staff 

comments. Mr. Gemmel seconded the motion. Mr. Clater asked how many parking spaces 

will be available at the facility. There will be roughly 60 truck parking spaces within this 10,000 

square foot facility. Ms. Pandl asked what amenities are included in this facility. Mr. von 

Kerczek stated that there was no amenities listed in the review but Ms. Bradley said that the 

township manager indicated to her that this will be a full-service facility. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 

 Ms. Wright refers the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Mr. Gemmel seconded the motion. The motion was passed with 

Mr. Diacogiannis abstaining #3 – Hanover Township’s placement, design and installation of 

solar energy systems; Mr. Clater abstaining #4 – Allen Township’s resubmission for utilizing 

public water and sewer systems in areas not designated for urban type infrastructure; and 

Mr. Nolan abstaining #2 – Bethlehem Township’s proposal for medical marijuana facilities. 

 

Environment Committee 

 

Livable Landscapes Survey Results + Drawing 

 

 Mr. Reese talked about the results received from Lehigh County residents on the 

Livable Landscapes survey that went out. One important step in the plan is to find out the 

interests and opinions of the residents. The Community Survey that was sent out has two 

components, one being a Random Sample and the other being Self-Administered. The 

Random Sample is selecting random addresses within Lehigh County so when the responses 

are received, we can be reasonably sure that the random responses collectively represent 

the opinions of all the residents of Lehigh County. Through this process, we have invited 

people to the weblink for the survey. The exact same survey was open to anyone which is 

called Self-Administered, meaning, you hear about it, go online and take the survey whether 

you are from Lehigh County or outside the area. Some of the questions asked were more 

general – What county and municipality do you live in? How long have you lived in Lehigh 

County? What is the gender and age of the respondent, etc? Then there were more direct 

questions – Frequency of visits to parks, trails and natural areas. Mode of Travel. What outside 



    
   

activities have you participated in, etc.? After that, it gets into the more detailed questions – 

What trails in Lehigh County did you visit? Which waterways were visited? What amenities are 

needed at the parks? There were questions about trail priorities, agriculture, historic 

preservation and resources along with a section at the end of the survey for additional 

comments. All of these results will be included in the final Lehigh Livable Landscapes Plan. Mr. 

Reph asked what percentage of people responded for the survey. Mr. Reese stated that he 

did not know that percentage off-hand but that the response rate was statistically valid. Mr. 

Molchany asked if these new developments being built are paying for the parks in their area. 

Ms. Pandl said yes, the developments pay a fee for the parks. Ms. Rader mentioned how 

pocket parks are very difficult and expensive to maintain for the municipalities.  

 Ms. Bradley talked about how all those who filled out the public survey, was entered 

for a chance to win a GoPro Camera with accessories. As the committee chair, Ms. Bradley 

asked Mr. Repasch to pick a winning email address out of the bowl. Jennifer Hunsy was 

picked as the winner. 

  

Transportation Committee 

 

 None  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

 None 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Monthly Subdivision Report 

 

 Ms. Bradley talked about how, in the past, there would be a monthly subdivision 

report included in the handout for these Committee meetings. In talking to not only the 

public sector partners, but private sector partners, we learned that there is a real demand 

out there for this subdivision land development information, so we asked them how it could 

be more useful to them. What was learned is that they are really interested in the geospatial 

information and where things are located. They want to understand how much square 

footage of commercial development is occurring and they would like to know more 

information on acreage. On our website, under monthly publications, is the subdivision 

report. It takes you to a map showing the summary of all activity that’s happened for that 

month. Mr. Barclay created this interactive tool for anyone to use. Mr. Barclay stated this 

map has the same information you would have seen on the report, just in a more interactive 

way. He then proceeded to show the Committee the clickable features within an area of 

the region on the map where you can drill down to more information about that particular 

activity, whether it’s residential or non-residential, how much square footage, etc. He also 

mentioned that you can look at previous month’s information if needed. Ms. Wright 

suggested there be a total accumulation at the end of 2017. 

 Ms. Bradley also stated that she met with the editor and owner of the Lehigh Valley 

Business Journal where we will have a monthly column about land use in the region with the 

first one going live within the next week. This is a great opportunity for the Planning 

Commission to now have real recognition for the things we are reviewing and all contributing 

to. We’re hoping this can bring bigger voices to the table when we do things like update the 

regional comprehensive plan.  

 

 



    
   

LVPC 2017 Events Calendar  

 

 Ms. Bradley talked about how the LVPC 2017 Event Calendar contains all of our 

events and training for the year. We are providing more training and more opportunities to 

get feedback from the community than we’ve ever done before. It’s going to be a really 

good and exciting year. 

 

FutureLV Strategy Labs @ LVPC Office  

 

 Ms. Bradley talked about how well attended the previous Strategy Labs have been 

and we look forward to more contributions. She stated that the next set of Strategy Labs will 

be on Tuesday, March 14th with Agriculture at 8:30am and Parks + Recreation at 10:30am. 

After that we will be having on Wednesday, March 29th, Housing at 8:30am and Public 

Health at 10:30am.  

 

Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) @ LVPC Office 

 

 Ms. Bradley talked about the next LTAP class, Full Depth Reclamation being held on 

Wednesday, March 8th at 8:00am. Mr. Hite said the class is about a method of recycling the 

existing asphalt where they grind it up, add a concrete element to it and repave it where 

they recycled it from which makes it stronger than the original. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Second Harvest Letter 

 

Ms. Bradley spoke about how our Jeans-for-a-Cause donated $98 for the Second 

Harvest Food Bank which was able to provide 686 meals to those in need. They sent us back 

a nice thank you note for the donation. 

 

Capital Blue Cross Letter 

 

 Ms. Bradley talked about an article in the Morning Call – Lehigh Valley Business 

Leaders to Watch in 2017 – where she was featured as a leader to watch. It is great to be 

named that as the LVPC is a not for profit business and a government entity. Anne Baum 

who works for Capital Blue Cross, sent a nice congratulations letter to Ms. Bradley.  

 

Lehigh Valley Business Article 

 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that Mr. Schmidt was featured in a 5-question article for the 

Lehigh Valley Business Journal talking about banking within today’s economy. Mr. 

Schmidt said that it’s very interesting coming to these Committee meetings even though 

he does not deal with municipalities because it’s something he can take back to his 

constituents.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
   

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Grant + Plan Support 

 

 Ms. Bradley stated that it’s grant season and we have some things to be proud 

of, one being our ability to work with communities over a long period of time to build 

consensus and help them do really great things.  

 

Slate Belt Multimunicipal Plan 

 

Ms. Bradley stated it’s been almost 3 years now that the Slate Belt communities 

have been exploring the potential of a multimunicipal comprehensive plan. Recently 

we were able to get all 10 communities to agree to do this plan. Ms. Bradley thanked 

Mr. Herrlinger and Mr. Phillips for financial support of the plan which is normally unheard 

of. 

 

Nazareth Area Multimunicipal Plan 

 

 Ms. Bradley stated that the Nazareth area is also interested in updating their 

multimunicipal comprehensive plan which we wrote to them back in 2006. 

Northampton County also is providing critical financial support for this plan. 

 

Northampton County Historic + Cultural Resources Plan 

 

 Ms. Bradley talked about building a similar initiative for the update of the 

Northwestern Lehigh Mulitimunicipal Comprehensive Plan. In addition, we are working 

to put together grants for the Pennsylvania Historic Museum Commission with Mr. 

Hartney and Mr. Herrlinger, to try to do a historical and cultural resources plan for 

Northampton County. 

 

Healthy Corridors Project 

 

 Ms. Bradley spoke about how the Urban Land Institute has a healthy corridors 

grant initiative. We worked with Mayor Hozza to look at the area where Allentown ends 

on MacArthur Road up to Route 22 and what can be done there to make that a 

healthy corridor. If funded, the program will bring in experts from around the country to 

help figure out how we can reinvent and support the good things that are happening 

in this really key location. 

 

UPENN Studios 

 

 Ms. Bradley talked about how there is a graduate planning studio here, this 

semester, working in Allentown. They are trying to develop some comprehensive plan 

elements that will support the work the city has been doing related to housing. We, 

also, have been working with the graduate landscape architectural program and it 

looks like there will be another exhibit. They are looking for other studios so we pitched a 

few ideas to them and hope to get another studio in the fall. 

 

 On a last note, Mr. O’Connell mentioned that the Easton City Council, after 

many months of debate and discussions, adopted their 25-year Comprehensive Plan. 

 



    
   

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Molchany made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Rader seconded that 

motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, March 30 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, March 30, 2017 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s conference 

room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Karen Duerholz, Steven Glickman, Kent Herman, Ed Hozza, Rick Molchany, Christina Morgan, 

Steve Neratko, Owen O’Neil, Kathy Rader, Stephen Repasch, Kevin Schmidt, Christine 

Weaver, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gordon Campbell, Gene Clater, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, Bob Lammi, Kevin Lott, 

Tom Nolan, David O’Connell, Hayden Phillips, Michael Reph, Tina Roseberry, John Brown  

 

Members absent: Percy Dougherty, Brad Osborne, Sara Pandl, Julie Thomases, Charles Elliott, 

George Gemmel, Darlene Heller, Tim Herrlinger, Pam Pearson 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, George Kinney, Geoff Reese, Tracy Oscavich, John 

von Kerczek, Sue Rockwell 

 

Public present: Stan Rugis, Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ  

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the February 23, 2017 meeting were moved 

for approval by Mr. Clater. Mr. Repasch seconded the motion. The motion carried with 

Mr. Hozza and Mr. Lammi abstaining. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT  

 

None 



    
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Allen Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Rockefeller Lehigh Industrial 

Development Lot 5 

 

 Mr. von Kerczek stated that the proposed square footage for this development is over 

1,000,000 sq. ft. which exceeds the threshold of 500,000 sq. ft. over which the LVPC considers 

Storage Facilities projects to be Land Uses of Regional Significance, so the plan and review 

letter must be presented to the Comprehensive Planning Committee along with neighboring 

municipalities receiving this letter. The subject application is generally consistent with the 

County Comprehensive Plan. Allen Township recently developed a zoning ordinance 

amendment that included detailed regulations to minimize the impact of freight facilities on 

public health and welfare to protect surrounding neighborhoods from excessive dust and 

light generated by these facilities. The projects property line is located near residential 

property and a golf course so the proposed development includes small evergreen trees 

and large deciduous trees along the properties perimeter. It is recommended that Allen 

Township work with neighboring municipalities on buffering and screening. Mapping 

indicates the extensive presence of karsts in the form of sinkholes on the site. The LVPC 

advised the applicant to ensure proper geotech testing prior to any land development. 

LVPC’s Transportation review states the project should include sidewalks along the entire 

perimeter of the property and a defined internal pedestrian network, which would serve to 

meet the regional policy for multi-modal improvements. LANta recommends including an 

accessible pedestrian path along the entrance driveways of the project site to provide a 

safer sidewalk network. This project site is also located within the Catasauqua Creek 

watershed which has a fully implemented Act 167 Stormwater Management Ordinance. The 

LVPC has received a time extension for the review of the project’s stormwater management 

plan until additional materials are submitted. Ms. Wright asked about the sinkhole map that 

was provided in the packet. Mr. von Kerczek said there are sinkholes at the site. He referred 

to the map provided showing approx. locations and stated the LVPC always points out 

sinkholes activity. The LVPC recommended they employ geotechnics analysis to prevent any 

damage. Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the staff comments. Ms. Rader seconded 

the motion. The motion passed with Mr. Clater abstaining. 

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 

 Ms. Wright refers the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Mr. von Kerczek noted that 

Bangor Borough ordinance amendment for uniform standards for the siting, design, 

permitting, use and maintenance of Wireless Communications Facilities are matters entirely 

of local concern and includes specific regulations addressing potential impacts of Wireless 

Communications Facilities on the Blue Mountain and historic buildings and districts which is 

consistent with the County Comprehensive Plan. Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the 

staff comments. Mr. Lammi seconded the motion. The motion was passed with Mr. Nolan 

abstaining #4 – Bethlehem Township’s resubmission of their Comprehensive Plan update; 

and Mr. Diacogiannis abstaining #10 – Hanover Township’s four land use definitions. 

 

 

 

 



    
   

Environment Committee 

 

Project Review – Summary Sheet 

 

 Mr. Repasch refers the commission to the summary sheet for Lower Nazareth 

Township’s Municipal Waster Permit Renewal Application for an existing East Penn Sanitation 

transfer station which does not conflict with the County Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Repasch 

made a motion to approve the staff comments. Mr. Lott seconded the motion. The motion 

passed unanimously.  

  

Transportation Committee 

 

Northampton County’s Public-Private Partnership (P3) Program – Presentation by John Brown, 

Northampton County Executive 

 

 Mr. Brown talked about owning 119 bridges in Northampton County and a study that 

was completed several years ago showed that 99 of those bridges are functionally obsolete 

with the average age being 61 years  and the life expectancy is 61 years so Northampton 

county was in a critical state. They discussed how to move this process along in bidding out 

bridges so they are current and up to date. They looked at what PennDOT did under their 

Rapid Replacement Program, under Act 88, then modified it for Northampton County’s 

needs. Northampton County entered into an agreement in January of 2017 where 33 of the 

bridges will be repaired in four years with the cost of the project coming in at $38.5 million 

dollars. Instead of the County putting the money out up front, they entered into a public-

private partnership to have this complete. The bid requests included design, build, finance 

and a 10-year maintenance contract within the proposal. The winner will finance from their 

own cash flows and used a local bank as their back stop in a line of credit for $30 million 

which guaranteed the project. Northampton County specified in the RFP that they could 

afford $4-6 million per year as payment against the project. It is estimated that 1,000-1,800 

jobs will be created over the four years. PennDOT approval was acquired in November of 

2015 for this bridge project. Northampton County had to transfer the deed of 33 bridges to 

the General Purpose Authority in order for the project to begin, under Act 88. The 10-year 

maintenance term starts at the bridge completion. Of those 33 bridges, 27 are being 

replaced while 6 are being rehabilitated. The General Purpose Authority is the contracting 

entity with the contractor. The County then entered into a Service Agreement with the 

General Purpose Authority and transferred bridge ownership which will then be transferred 

back to the County once complete. Mr. Brown noted that this is a repeatable model so 

once these 33 bridges are complete, we can repeat the same process for the next 33 

bridges so essentially over the next 20 years, we could have over 100 bridges replaced and 

paid for. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Statement of Financial Interest 

  

 Ms. Bradley noted that if Commission members haven’t completed the State of 

Financial Interest, they have until May. 

 

 

 

 



    
   

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Population & Employment Projections 

 

  Ms. Bradley stated how we do these projections every 4-5 years for the transportation 

program. This information is fed directly into our travel demand model so when we do have 

proposals to add to the Transportation Improvement Program for funding through LVTS, we 

have to model the effects of those projects. We have just finished revising those using 

Regional Economic Models, Inc. (REMI) which is the industry’s standard for economic 

projections. The Morning Call is preparing an article related to the Population. Ms. Bradley 

then went on to show the Projections website which showcases the data from the study 

as well as interactive maps detailing the population and employment density per 

municipality. For the first time, all three cities will be adding more people with an overall 

growth for the Lehigh Valley at a 25.6% increase. Top growth for Lehigh County is the City of 

Allentown, Upper Macungie Township, Upper Saucon Township, North Whitehall Township 

and Whitehall Township. Top growth for Northampton County is the City of Bethlehem (both 

LECO + NOCO), Bethlehem Township, Forks Township, City of Easton and Palmer Township. 

Ms. Bradley also spoke about the employment projections with an overall increase in the 

Lehigh Valley of 31%. Top growth for Lehigh County is Upper Macungie Township, City of 

Allentown, Whitehall Township, Lower Macungie Township and Upper Saucon Township. Top 

growth for Northampton County is the City of Bethlehem (LECO + NOCO), Bethlehem 

Township, Lower Nazareth Township, Fork Township and Palmer Township. Projected Growth 

per Industry Sector is suggesting that Transportation + Warehousing (81%) along with Health 

Care + Social Assistance (62%) as the largest growth. With the Projected Job Increase – 

Health Care + Social Assistance (31,764) is shown as the largest growth with Administrative 

coming in at (12,924). Ms. Bradley encouraged everyone to read through the Population + 

Employment Projections report along with going to the Projections website and utilizing the 

interactive maps so you can go back to your municipality to discuss how you want the future 

to be within that community. 

 

FutureLV Strategy Labs @ LVPC Office  

 

 Ms. Bradley noted that the Strategy Lab for Housing was very well attended with 

about 40 attendees and Public Health had about 30 attendees. There were great discussions 

with both groups with a lot of information gathered. Ms. Bradley stated that the next set of 

Strategy Labs on April 13th will be Technology + Future Forces at 8:30am and Urban Design + 

Historic Preservation at 10:30am. On April 20th will be Land Use at 8:30am and Economy at 

10:30am. 

 

Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) @ LVPC Office 

 

 Mr. Kinney stated the next LTAP class, Equipment + Worker Safety being held on 

Wednesday, April 12th at 8:00am and Pavement Maintenance on Tuesday, April 18th at 

8:00am.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    
   

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Meals on Wheels 

 

Ms. Bradley spoke about how our Jeans-for-a-Cause donated $48 to Meals on Wheels 

of the Lehigh Valley which will help provide nutritious meals to homebound seniors and 

adults with disabilities. They sent us back a nice thank you note for the donation. 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Leslie Richards Presentation – PennDOT Connects – Leslie Richards PennDOT 

Transportation Secretary 

  

 Ms. Bradley talked about Secretary Leslie Richards presenting at the LVTS Technical 

+ Coordinating Committee on Wednesday, April 5th at 10am. We have a room capacity 

of 60 people so it is encouraged to rsvp asap to get a seat. Ms. Richards will be making 

an announcement on how PennDOT intends to evolve and how it works with the 

municipal governments.  

  

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Molchany made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Diacogiannis 

seconded that motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, April 27 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, April 27, 2017 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s conference 

room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Percy Dougherty, Karen Duerholz, Steven Glickman, Kent Herman, Ed Hozza, Rick Molchany, 

Sara Pandl, Stephen Repasch, Kevin Schmidt, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gene Clater, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, Charles Elliott, George Gemmel, Tim 

Herrlinger, Bob Lammi, Kevin Lott, Tom Nolan, Pam Pearson, Hayden Phillips, Michael Reph 

 

Members absent: Christina Morgan, Steve Neratko, Owen O’Neil, Brad Osborne, Kathy 

Rader, Julie Thomases, Christine Weaver, Gordon Campbell, Darlene Heller, David 

O’Connell, Tina Roseberry 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, George Kinney, Geoff Reese, John von Kerczek 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ, Kirk Raup  

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the March 30, 2017 meeting were moved for 

approval by Ms. Wright. Mr. Lammi seconded the motion. The motion carried with Mr. 

Gemmel, Ms. Pandl, Mr. Elliott, Ms. Pearson and Mr. Herrlinger abstaining. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT: Graphic Designer/Publication Coordinator – Craig Kackenmeister 

 

 Ms. Dreisbach welcomed Craig Kackenmeister to the LVPC. 

 



    
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Bethlehem City/Lower Saucon Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Majestic 

Bethlehem, Ph. 6-7 Bldgs 

 

 Mr. von Kerczek talked about receiving a proposed Storage Facility project that 

is over 750,000 square feet in development. This is consistent with the County 

Comprehensive Plan and the LVPC supports the renewal, redevelopment and 

retrofitting of existing shopping centers, industrial sites and office complexes in 

preference to the development of new facilities on greenfield sites. The inclusion of a 

100 foot riparian buffer along the eastern edge of the property located in Lower 

Saucon Township is commended, however, the proposed paving and parking impinges 

slightly on the northern portions of the buffer, so the LVPC encourages the applicant to 

explore possible design options to retain the full extent of the originally proposed 

riparian buffer. Mapping provided by the Bureau of Topographic and Geologic Survey 

at the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources indicates the 

extensive presence of karsts in the form of surface depressions on Lot 7, so the LVPC 

advises the applicant to ensure proper geotech testing prior to any land development. 

Mr. von Kerczek said the transportation review stated the development will generate an 

estimated 1173 daily vehicle trips with a projected 89 trips and 105 vehicle trips 

generated during the AM and PM peak hours respectively. The LVPC stated the City 

should be aware that two bridge projects are located in the vicinity of this 

development which might temporarily hinder access to the site. It is also encouraged 

developers to address the growing need for overnight truck parking, staging, and rest 

areas, as well as space for idle vehicles waiting to make freight transfers. LANta also 

reviewed the application and stated the plan proposes two new bus stops, 

approximately 1 mile apart. The new bus stops include bus pull-overs and accessible 

sidewalks on the right-hand side of Commerce Center Boulevard. The project site is also 

located within the Saucon Creek watershed which the LVPC has received a time 

extension from the applicant for the review of the project’s stormwater management 

plan. Mr. Herrlinger made a motion to accept the staff comments. Ms. Wright seconded 

the motion. The motion passed unanimously.  

 

Allen Township – Comprehensive Plan Update 

 Mr. von Kerczek talked about reviewing the Comprehensive Plan for Allen 

Township. This was presented to the Comprehensive Planning Committee previously 

and there has been updates made to the transportation portion of the letter. 

Transportation recommended mitigation strategies related to the congested corridors 

be considered specifically for bike and pedestrian improvements. The Township should 

consider addition of language regarding Automated Vehicle supportive technology to 

include municipal official education, reconsideration of parking standards, types, and 

locations. Modern roundabout installation is generally mentioned but there is no 

reference with respect to the improvements. While working with PennDOT and 

developers for pedestrian improvement, the LVPC recommends including additional 

language that incites the Township to proactively pursue regional and state 

transportation enhancement funding for this purpose as well. The LVPC would 

encourage the Township to consider additional language with respect to freight routing 

and movement including developing a freight traffic map depicting routes trucks 

should utilize, ensure that ordinances address the need for on-site truck waiting areas, 



    
   

driver amenities, and necessary infrastructure to minimize idling, parking on public roads 

and impact on adjoining properties, utilize regulatory tools to require bonding and/or 

reclamation plans related to big-box freight facility structures, create formal process 

and develop a plan that identifies and prioritizes freight infrastructure improvements 

and identify appropriate freight corridors and develop a program for road 

improvements that accommodate truck movements. Mr. von Kerczek also stated that 

the Township should be aware that the LVPC uses different classification ranges for 

steep slopes than those that the Township is considering and may wish to revisit its Steep 

Slopes regulations to ensure consistency with County Comprehensive Plan. Mr. 

Dougherty made a motion to accept the staff comments. Ms. Pandl seconded the 

motion. The motion passed with Mr. Clater abstaining. 

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 

 Mr. Repasch referred the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Mr. Clater seconded the motion. The motion was passed with 

Mr. Diacogiannis abstaining #9 – Hanover Township’s zoning ordinance amendment for 

Distilleries, Limited Distilleries, Wineries and Limited Wineries; and Ms. Duerholz abstaining #10 – 

Slatington Borough’s zoning ordinance amendment regarding junkyards and #11 – 

Slatington Borough’s zoning ordinance amendment for residency requirements. 

 

Environment Committee 

 

Monocacy Creek Act 67 Stormwater Management Plan Update 

 

 Mr. Reese spoke about the Monocacy Creek Stormwater Management Plan 

update and mentioned that there is a draft of the Monocacy Creek Watershed Act 167 

Stormwater Management Ordinance for review. He stated that they discussed this draft 

ordinance in the latest Monocacy Creek Steering Committee. He noted that there 

have been updates made to some of the text within certain sections throughout the 

ordinance that is not in the current Monocacy ordinance. Some additions made under 

Article 2 – Definitions include Direct Recharge BMP designed to direct runoff to 

groundwater recharge without providing for vegetation uptake including infiltration 

trenches, seepage beds, drywells and injection wells. Also Evapotranspiration BMPs 

designed to provide opportunity for runoff evaporation and transpiration by vegetation 

and/or surface infiltration of runoff which includes bioretention and surface infiltration 

basins. Mr. Reese stated that there is a new Section 305 – Green Infrastructure and 

Existing Water Balance Preservation Standards. Some things this talks about is runoff 

being captured and treated by either direct recharge or evapotranspiration BMPs; as 

much proposed impervious area as practical shall be directed to water quality BMPs; 

and a maximum of 30% of the total annual rainfall for a site may be directly recharged 

to groundwater using direct recharge BMPs. Some exceptions to the freeboard 

requirements were also added including Bioretention BMPs with a ponded depth less 

than or equal to 0.5 feet are exempt from the freeboard requirements. Mr. Reese also 

went over the changes in Appendix C – C-6 Percent D-RE per Fraction Impervious versus 

Storage Curve; C-7 Percent D-RE per Fraction Impervious versus Storage Curve Usage 

Instructions; and C-8 Percent Annual Rainfall versus Evapotranspiration BMP Design 

Runoff Chart.   

 

 



    
   

Project Review – Summary Sheet 

 

 Mr. Repasch refers the commission to the summary sheet with the Bath Borough 

Authority submitting an application to Renew Approval of Existing Groundwater 

Withdrawal. This is from three wells to continue to supply the Authority’s distribution 

system. No change in groundwater allocation is proposed which is consistent with the 

County Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Repasch made a motion to approve the staff 

comments. Mr. Lammi seconded the motion. The motion passed with Mr. Reph 

abstaining. 

  

Transportation Committee 

 

Industrial Development + Transportation 

 Ms. Bradley presented a PowerPoint showcasing the Industrial development in the 

region. She stated that 27% of our total job market is in the freight industries and there is a 38% 

increase across all sectors. Our average commute time in the Lehigh Valley is under 30 

minutes which is considered non-congested. Our freight tonnage is expected to double by 

2040. Between 2015 and 2016, industrial development had a significant spike going from a 

little under 5 million square feet to 8.2 million square feet. That is just in approved plans before 

the construction even starts. Ms. Bradley then went on to show the different communities 

where development and construction is taking place. In New Smithville at Exit 45 there is 

736,000 square feet in construction right now. This is the location where the new truck stop will 

reside. Workforce and congestion are the two biggest driving factors on where they locate 

within our region. In Fogelsville at Exit 49 Route 100 and I-78, there are 175 acres under 

consideration for new development. There’s 479,850 square feet in the process of approval 

and there’s 1,460,160 square feet in redevelopment right now. Another portion of Exit 49 in 

Fogelsville has 1,928,400 square feet in the process of approval and 1,310,000 square feet in 

construction today. At Exit 67 at Hellertown off of I-78, there’s 2,694,880 square feet in the 

process of approval and 1,263,040 square feet under construction. There is also 930,800 

square feet in expansion or redevelopment. Route 309 at Route 22 has 21.8 acres that are 

under development and 660,000 square feet in the process of approval. Route 987/Airport 

Road has 2,024,940 square feet in the process of approval and 798,000 square feet under 

construction. Route 512 in Bethlehem there is 1,725,200 square feet in the process approval 

and 275,800 in redevelopment. Route 191 in Bethlehem has 2,332,000 square feet in the 

approval process. Hecktown Road and Route 33 have 1,391,008 square feet in the approval 

process. Route 248 at Route 33 there is 899,620 square feet in the approval process and 

1,645,540 square feet in construction. Route 512 and Route 33, there is 1,058,248 in the 

approval process. This all totals 23,613,486 square feet right now across the Lehigh Valley. Ms. 

Bradley talked about how the private sectors have designated our region the ‘Northeast 

Inland Empire’ which goes from the Port of New York and New Jersey to Harrisburg along the 

I-78 corridor and straight through the Lehigh Valley. Since the second quarter of 2010, 

developers have added over 64 million square feet of space, increasing the size of the 

market by over 25% which exceeds the pace of growth in Houston, Columbus Ohio and 

California’s Inland Empire. The Port of LA/Long Beach takes about 15 million shipping 

containers per year while the Port of NY/NJ takes about 6.3 million shipping containers. The 

Port of NY/NJ is served by 5 domestic rail intermodals within this market while California only 

has 1 domestic rail intermodal. In terms of people and places, the New Inland Empire has 

more access to people, almost 70 million people versus out in Los Angeles with 28 million 

people. The New Inland Empire’s average household income is also higher along with 

serving more MPOs. 



    
   

 Mr. Kinney spoke about impact on the Lehigh Valley from an infrastructure and freight 

standpoint. He went on the show the National Highway Freight Network with the major 

connectors that are going into New Jersey, in particular I-78 and I-80 to the north. The 

Intermodal site off of I-78 handles 8% of the statewide rail units with Norfolk Southern 

estimating 200,000 freight units annually. Mr. Kinney then talked about the average rent, cost 

of labor, drayage and tax advantages in the Lehigh Valley along with the surrounding areas. 

The Lehigh Valley has the average Rent $5 per square foot, Labor $15.19/hr., Drayage $650 

and Real Estate Taxes $.075-$1.25 per square foot. At the Meadowlands facility, their Rent is 

averaging $9.50 per square foot, $18.67/hr. in Labor, $350 in Drayage and $2.00-$2.50 per 

square foot in Real Estate Taxes. The rates get a little lower as you move south in New Jersey. 

Mr. Kinney moved on to talk about the assessment values in real estate. Through the CBRE 

website, three properties from New Jersey and three from Pennsylvania were assessed. Then 

one from each was compared that had similar square footage measurements. The 1200 

Valley Brook Avenue property in New Jersey has a land value of $11,776,000, Improvements 

at $5,224,000 with a total assessment of $17,000,000. Taxes come to $466,990. The 2200 S. 12th 

Street property in Allentown, PA has a land value of $1,778,100, Improvements at $821,900 

with a total assessment of $2,600,000. Taxes come to $93,200. This shows that not only is the 

Lehigh Valley strategically located to the major markets but also have cheap land and 

available land along with good infrastructure and quality of life. Mr. Kinney wanted to make 

note of the Supply Chain Evolution and where the Lehigh Valley is at right now. The E-

commerce Distribution shows the retail outlets being taken out of the equation and going 

directly to the consumer. It is still only at about 9% but is growing exponentially.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Statement of Financial Interest 

  

 Ms. Willis made note of those Commission members who have not submitted their 

completed State of Financial Interest.  She stated they have until May 1st to send them in.  

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Quarterly Website Report 

 

  Ms. Bradley noted the many web hits we are getting throughout the Lehigh Valley 

Planning Commission’s website. The LVPC’s home page had 46,768 hits within the first 

quarter. Some of the biggest hits were the Legal Notices, Lehigh Technical Assistance 

Program, Contact Information, Meetings, Commission Members and the Map Gallery. Total 

Page Views were at 123,275. The LVPC can keep track of downloads as well. Some of those 

biggest downloads were the Steep Slope Model Ordinance at 62,116 followed by 

Northampton County Livable Landscapes Plan at 30,406 and the Southwestern Lehigh 

County Comprehensive Plan (2005) with 19,780. Total downloads were 409,090. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

County Animal Response Team (CART) – Thank You Note 

 

Ms. Bradley spoke about our Jeans-for-a-Cause donating to the non-profit Lehigh 

Valley County Animal Response Team which will help provide fresh pet food and supplies to 

those animals who have been displaced due to fire, floods or other natural disasters.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 



    
   

 

Business Matters: Monday, May 8 – 7:30pm – Channel 69 

  

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that she filmed a Business Matters episode with Don 

Cunningham from LVEDC, Nancy Dishnot from Workforce Investment Board and Charles 

Everett from the LNAA talking about an overview of what’s happening in the region and 

what all of the agencies are doing.  

 Ms. Bradley also mentioned that the House of Representatives struck down the 

MPO Reform earlier in the day and it is now waiting for President Trump’s signature.  

 Lastly, Ms. Bradley wanted to congratulate Mr. von Kerczek on his promotion to 

Principal Community Planner. 

 

EVENTS + INFORMATION 

 
FutureLV Strategy Labs @ LVPC Office  

 

 Ms. Dreisbach made a quick mention of the Strategy Labs coming up and 

encouraged everyone to attend.  

 

UPENN – Slate Belt Future – Pop-Up Exhibition: Friday, May 12 – 5:00pm-8:00pm 

 

 Ms. Dreisbach also mentioned the Slate Belt Futures – Pop-Up Exhibit needing 

registration for their May 12th event and encouraged everyone to come out to support the 

UPENN students work.  

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Repasch made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Wright seconded that 

motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, May 25 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, May 25, 2017 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s conference room 

located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Percy Dougherty, Steven Glickman, Kent Herman, Ed Hozza, Rick Molchany, Christina Morgan, 

Sara Pandl, Kevin Schmidt, Christine Weaver, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gordon Campbell, Gene Clater, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, Charles Elliott, Darlene 

Heller, Tim Herrlinger, Kevin Lott, Tom Nolan, Pam Pearson, Hayden Phillips, Michael Reph 

 

Members absent: Karen Duerholz, Steve Neratko, Owen O’Neil, Brad Osborne, Kathy Rader, Steve 

Repasch, Julie Thomases, George Gemmel, Bob Lammi, David O’Connell, Tina Roseberry 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, George Kinney, Geoff Reese, John von Kerczek, Sue 

Rockwell, Brian Hite, Tracy Oscavich 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the April 2017 meeting were moved for approval 

by Mr. Clater. Mr. Dougherty seconded the motion. The motion carried with Ms. Weaver, Ms. 

Morgan and Ms. Heller abstaining. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT: Commissioner Recognition – Armand Greco, Christen Borso, Lynn Prior 

 

 Ms. Dreisbach recognized and thanked former commissioners for their service towards the 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission. Ms. Dreisbach also made a note that there are a couple of 

accolades that have been awarded to the staff – the Coalition for Appropriate Transportation, 

which does bicycle advocacy training, awarded the staff at the LVPC first place in the Employer 



    
   

category of support for their 2017 Bike to Work Week and also the Greater Lehigh Valley 

Chamber of Commerce will be awarding Becky Bradley as an Outstanding Woman in Business. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Discover Lehigh Valley – Tourism + The Comprehensive Plan – Mike Stershic 

 Mr. Stershic gave a presentation on Discover Lehigh Valley along with Tourism in the 

Lehigh Valley. He showed a brief video on what Discover Lehigh Valley is and how their goal is to 

increase the number of visitors and get them to stay a few nights in the Valley. He then talked 

about the Lehigh Valley being a great place for tourism with all the activities, historical sites and 

recreation. It is the fastest growing of all of Pennsylvania’s 11 tourism areas. 

 

Lower Macungie Township – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Elimination of Some Conditional 

Uses in ORLIC 

 Mr. vonKerczek talked about reviewing the amendment for Lower Macungie Township. 

The proposed amendments, which modify regulations related to the eliminating of warehouse, 

wholesale, storage or distribution use as permitted use by condition in the Office, Research Light 

Industrial Center District and the Industrial District, was found to be matters of local concern. Ms. 

Wright made a motion to approve the staff comments. Mr. Doughtery seconded the motion. The 

motion passed with Ms. Pandl abstaining. 

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 Ms. Wright referred the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of the staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Mr. Dougherty seconded the motion. The motion passed with Ms. 

Heller abstaining #4 – City of Bethlehem’s zoning ordinance for Hospital and Treatment Centers; 

and #5 – City of Bethlehem’s zoning ordinance for Medical Marijuana; and Ms. Weaver 

abstaining #8 – Catasauqua Borough’s zoning ordinance for Commercial Communications 

Facilities. 

 

Environment Committee 

 

Livable Landscapes – Lehigh County Park, Recreation, Open Space, Agricultural + Historical 

Resources Plan – Draft Plan 

 Mr. Reese talked about the Lehigh County Livable Landscapes draft plan currently 

being created. This plan will help in future funding for park and recreation facilities. The plan 

is just about complete and will be finalized by the end of June. A draft was presented to 

Lehigh County and feedback is expected this week. The Steering Committee will also be 

taking a look at the draft on June 1st where they can provide feedback as well. The staff still 

needs to reduce the amount of material within the plan to make it more reader friendly 

while still maintaining all the main pieces. This plan is similar to the Northampton County 

Livable Landscapes Plan with the exception of three components: the future trail 

opportunities mapping, the municipal side of parks and recreation, and more in depth 

consideration of farmland issues.  

 

Project Review – Summary Sheet 

 Mr. Clater refers the commission to the summary sheet where Lower Saucon Township 

submitted a Major Permit Modification for the IESI Bethlehem Landfill Southeastern Realignment 

and East Allen Township submitted a Sewage Facilities Planning Module for TBI Active Adult 

development along Bath Pike. Mr. Clater made a motion to approve the staff comments. Ms. 



    
   

Weaver seconded the motion. The motion passed with Mr. Elliott abstaining to #1 – Major Permit 

Modification for the IESI Bethlehem Landfill Southeastern Realignment.  

  

Transportation Committee - None 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

  

Slate Belt Pop-Up Exhibition – Tolino Vineyards 

 Ms. Bradley stated that there was a pop-up exhibit on May 12th at the Tolino Vineyards for 

the graduate students from the University of Pennsylvania’s School of Landscape Architecture 

where they showcased their work, which explores alternative futures for the reuse and 

revitalization of the Slate Belt. There were over 30 community members at the exhibit. Ms. 

Bradley showed the commission the Slate Belt book which can be found on the home page 

of LVPC’s website. This is the kickoff to the Slate Belt Comprehensive Plan which encompasses 

10 communities. The work is now on display at the Slate Belt Heritage Museum. 

 

PlanSWL – Southwest Lehigh Comprehensive Plan Draft 

 Ms. Bradley stated that PlanSWL has been 1 ½ years in the making with six communities 

involved – Borough of Alburtis, Borough of Emmaus, Borough of Macungie, Lower Macungie 

Township, Lower Milford Township, Upper Milford Township. The Steering Committee is currently 

reviewing the plan and will be moving to adoption. The LVPC is hoping to start the county 

review process as soon as they will authorize us to do so. There is a 45-day process that starts 

with the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and goes out to the 11 communities and two 

school districts that touch the six communities in Southwest Lehigh to start their 45-day clock 

before the communities can have a Public Hearing to move towards adoption. Any 

comments on this plan can be sent to Mr. vonKerczek by June 15th.  

 

NEW BUSINESS - None 

 

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Meals on Wheels – Thank you note 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned receiving a thank you note from Meals on Wheels of 

Northampton County for the Jeans for a Cause donation of $74.00 which helps pay for 

nutritious meals for seniors or person with a disability based on dietary needs. 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

Bike to Work Week Award 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that we worked with the Coalition for Alterative Transportation 

(CAT) during their Bike to Work Week. Some staff members attended the various activities 

happening in the Valley that week. Also, the LVPC staff took a bike skills training course to 

prepare for the Active Transportation Plan which we just received funding for. The LVPC was 

awarded first place for Employer Participation in Bike to Work Week from CAT. 

 

RCN Community Spotlight – Lehigh Valley Sustainability Network – Sunday, May 28th @ 

10:30pm; Tuesday, May 30th @ 6:30pm; Thursday, June 1st @ 8:00pm 

 The LVPC is part of the Lehigh Valley Sustainability Network which was asked by RCN 

to be part of their Community Spotlight. As LVPC is one of the key partners, Ms. Bradley went 

over to RCN for their taping of the Community Spotlight. She talked about the regional 

comprehensive plan, among other things. The episode will air three separate times. 

 



    
   

Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber 2017 Excellence in Business Awards – Tuesday, June 13th from 

5-7pm – Saucon Valley Country Club 

 Ms. Bradley was nominated and won the 2017 Outstanding Woman in Business Award 

being presented by the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce. 

 

Delaware Green Building Council Sustainability Awards – Thursday, June 8th from 5:30pm-8pm 

– Allentown Brewworks 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that the Delaware Green Building Council Sustainability Awards 

is being held at the Allentown Brewworks. This award ceremony celebrates transformative 

leadership in the green building community and industry in the Lehigh Valley. 

 

Society of Professional Journalists Award 

 Ms. Bradley noted that new staff member Craig Kackenmeister, Graphic Designer + 

Publications Coordinator, was awarded third place by the Society of Professional Journalists 

for his work at the Morning Call. 

 

EVENTS + INFORMATION 

 

FutureLV Strategy Labs @ LVPC Office 

 Ms. Oscavich stated that the next strategy labs coming up are Hazard 

Mitigation/Resiliency on Friday June 2nd at 8:30am as well as Energy Conservation/Climate 

Change at 10:30am. Education + Training will be moved to a TBD date in July. 

 

Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) @ LVPC Office 

 Ms. Oscavich mention that the next LTAP courses coming up are Principles of Paving 

on Tuesday, June 6th from 8-3pm and Sign Retroreflectivity Inspection on Thursday, June 29th 

from 8-12pm. 

 

Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce Transportation Summit @ ArtsQuest – Musikfest 

Café – Thursday, June 8th @ 10:30am 

 Ms. Oscavich noted that the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce 

Transportation Summit will be held on June 8th at ArtsQuest where Pulitzer-Prize winning author, 

Edward Humes will discuss the contents of his book, Door to Door. She encouraged everyone 

to rsvp if they have not done so already. 

 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Molchany made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Phillips seconded that 

motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, June 29 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, June 29, 2017 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s conference 

room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Percy Dougherty, Kent Herman, Ed Hozza, Rick Molchany, Owen O’Neil, Brad Osborne, 

Stephen Repasch, Kevin Schmidt, Christine Weaver, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gene Clater, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, Charles Elliott, George Gemmel, Bob 

Lammi, Kevin Lott, Tom Nolan, David O’Connell, Pam Pearson, Michael Reph 

 

Members absent: Karen Duerholz, Steve Glickman, Christina Morgan, Steve Neratko, Sara 

Pandl, Kathy Rader, Julie Thomases, Gordon Campbell, Darlene Heller, Tim Herrlinger, 

Hayden Phillips,  Tina Roseberry 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, George Kinney, Geoff Reese, Amanda Raudenbush, 

John von Kerczek, Teresa Mackey, Tracy Oscavich, Bowen Liu, Jill Seitz 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the May 2017 meeting were moved for 

approval by Ms. Pearson. Mr. O’Connell seconded the motion. The motion carried with 

Mr. Lammi and Mr. Elliott abstaining. 

 

 

 

 



    
   

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT 

  

Director of Community Planning – Amanda Raudenbush; Community Planner – Jill Seitz 

 Ms. Dreisbach recognized new LVPC staff members Amanda Raudenbush, Director 

of Community Planning and Jill Seitz, Community Planner and asked them to say a few 

words about themselves to the commission.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Upper Macungie Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Park 100 Logistics Center 

 Mr. von Kerczek talked about the proposed development of two 730,080 square foot 

warehouses in Upper Macungie Township. The project site is located within the Little Lehigh 

Creek watershed so the stormwater management plan was reviewed in which the Drainage 

Plan has been found to be inconsistent with the Act 167 requirements. The extensive 

presence of karsts in the form of surface depressions is found on site so the LVPC advises the 

applicant to ensure proper geotech testing prior to any land development. Since this project 

is located within close proximity to an identified congestion corridor. The LVPC 

recommends the consideration of employee bicycle racks, sidewalks along the entire 

perimeter of the subject property, and a defined internal pedestrian network with usable 

and convenient transitions into existing bus stops. There are a total of 989 parking spaces 

and 377 truck parking spaces proposed in the plan so it is recommended to include an 

accessible pedestrian path along the two passenger vehicle entrance driveways of the 

project site, as well as crosswalks through the proposed parking areas to the proposed 

sidewalk on the west side of each warehouse. Recommended additional wording was 

added to this letter from the Comprehensive Planning Committee regarding 

municipalities requiring the necessary grading for the future installation of the sidewalk or 

to ensure that the site is prepared in advance for the future sidewalk installation and no 

obstacles are placed on the site. This also ensures that pedestrians and transit riders 

waiting at bus stops are provided a flat, safe area even if no sidewalk is developed. The 

applicant should work with LANTA to significantly improve the transit stops along this 

property including consideration of more sheltered spaces with adequate benches. 

Industrial Boulevard on-street truck staging/queuing should be expressly prohibited. The 

Township should request assurances that all trucks are able to access the site at any time 

of the day or night and that sufficient amenities are provided within the site to 

accommodate both the tractor-trailers and drivers. The Township should assure that any 

guarded entry stations are located far enough from the property line to assure sufficient 

queuing that minimizes spillover onto Industrial Boulevard. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

approve the staff comments including the additional wording to the letter. Mr. Lammi 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 Ms. Wright referred the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of the staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Mr. Repasch seconded the motion. The motion passed with Mr. 

Hozza abstaining #1 – Whitehall Township’s zoning ordinance for Medical Marijuana Facilities. 

 

  

 

 



    
   

Environment Committee 

 

Livable Landscapes – Lehigh County Park, Recreation, Open Space, Agricultural + 

Historical Resources Plan – Draft Plan 

 Mr. Reese talked about the Lehigh County Livable Landscapes draft plan being 

complete and ready for review. He wanted to thank the Steering Committees as they 

have reviewed the draft plan and provided feedback that was incorporated into this 

version of the draft. The Executive Summary contains the Purpose of the Livable 

Landscapes Plan which is to guide the conservation, restoration and enhancement of 

the County’s open space and cultural resources and create linkages between these 

vast resources. Then there is the Vision Statement which is the basis of what this Plan is 

about.  

 

Lehigh County promotes vitality, inclusion, quality of life and sense of place for all 

through protected natural areas, working farms, cultural heritage, scenic resources and 

vibrant communities interconnected with parks, greenways and trails where people 

live, work and play in a healthy environment. 

 

Mr. Reese then went over some different sections throughout the plan. He pointed out 

the Connecting Landscapes with the four regional trails running through the County, 

the Benefits of Open Space such as cleaner water and air, protection of wildlife and 

ecosystems and preservation of natural beauty. Mr. Reese went over the Planning 

Process which consisted of gathering data and analyzing the information to come up 

with the final plan, the Natural Resources in which there are three County-Owned Sites, 

and the Outdoor Recreation Classification System. He pointed out the Greenways and 

Blueways section along with the Agricultural Resources in the County. The draft plan 

showcases the Historical Resources and Cultural Landscapes and makes five Future Trail 

Connection Opportunity recommendations. Finally there is the Action Plan which is a 

compilation of the recommendations from the different component sections of the 

plan. 

 

Monocacy Creek Act 167 Plan Update – Draft Plan 

 Mr. Reese made quick mention of the final draft version of the Monocacy Creek 

Watershed – Act 167 Stormwater Management Plan Update. The original plan was 

created back in 1989 with updates to the ordinance in 2006. The original plan was 

relied on for the concept with updates to the ordinance included. The Monocacy 

Creek Steering Committee received the final draft yesterday and will be providing 

feedback. The municipalities will review the plan and it will then be adopted by the 

County. The adopted plan will then be submitted to DEP for approval. Mr. Reese 

encouraged everyone to read through the Plan and provide feedback. 

 

Transportation Committee  

 

Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside (TASA) Funding 

 Ms. Bradley talked about the Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside (TASA) Program 

being a reimbursement program which funds shovel-ready construction costs. The 

application cycle opens July 10th, applications are due on September 22nd with final 

selections completed by January 26, 2018. The money comes from the Federal Government 

to the Lehigh Valley Transportation Study (LVTS). LVTS gets a pot of money, the Department 

of Transportation also gets a pot of money, the LVTS receives applications and awards 



    
   

eligible projects. First, the regional pot of money and then recommendations are made to 

the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for the award of their pot of money. The LVPC just 

conducted a meeting about this with the communities and eligible applicants to go over 

the program requirements. The LVTS receives $661,000 per fiscal year of anticipated funding. 

The funding minimum request is $50,000 with a ‘Soft Cap’ maximum of $1 million. Soft cap 

exceptions are projects that closes major transportation gaps, addresses a significant safety 

concern, benefits a substantial number of users or provides another substantial benefit, 

although it is rare to be funded over $1 million. Organizations that are eligible are local 

governments, regional transportation authorities, transit agencies, natural resource or public 

land agencies, education agencies and non-profits. For the non-profit entity, they must be 

responsible for the administration of local transportation safety programs. The projects that 

are eligible are Bike/Ped Facilities, Bike/Ped Education, Conversion of Abandoned Railway 

Corridors to Trails, Construction of Turnouts, Overlooks and Viewing Areas, Historic 

Preservation and Rehab of Historic Transportation Facilities, Archaeological Activities and 

Safe Routes to School. If you are unsure that your project is available, you can submit a pre-

application by August 25th and a determination will be made after one week. Project 

sponsors must meet with the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission and PennDOT District 5-0 

about their anticipated projects. There is a webinar scheduled for July 13th which will help 

answer any questions you have. All this information is also available on LVPC’s website on the 

home page.  

 

OLD BUSINESS 

  

Delaware Valley Green Building Council Award for Individual Sustainability Leadership 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that the Delaware Green Building Council Sustainability 

Awards was held at the Allentown Brewworks. This award ceremony celebrates 

transformative leadership in the green building community and industry in the Lehigh 

Valley. The LVPC and in particular, the Environmental section and committee won the 

award for Individual Sustainability Leadership. 

 

Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce Outstanding Woman in Business 

 Ms. Bradley was nominated and won the 2017 Outstanding Woman in Business 

Award being presented by the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce.  

  

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Blues, Brews + Barbecube! 

 Ms. Bradley talked the regional comprehensive plan and how the LVPC was inspired 

by a woman named Candy Chang who is an artist, designer, and urban planner who 

explores making cities more comfortable and contemplative places and she believes in 

the potential of introspection and collective wisdom in public space to improve our 

communities and help us lead better lives. Which gave us the idea of a chalkboard cube. 

The Carpenters Union built the cube for us. The staff then painted it with chalkboard paint 

along with spray painting some stenciling on there. The first event this was taken to was the 

Blues, Brews and BBQ that was held in downtown Allentown. It was extremely popular with 

some great feedback from the community. All the feedback is documented for analysis for 

the comp plan. People loved drawing on it along with coloring on the sidewalks so it was a 

great way to engage people to participate. 

 

 

 



    
   

CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Turning Point of the Greater Lehigh Valley – Thank you note 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned receiving a thank you note from Turning Point of the 

Greater Lehigh Valley for the Jeans for a Cause donation of $56.00 which helps improve 

the lives of domestic violence victims and survivors. 

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

2017 Lehigh Valley Awards Application Period 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that the 4th Annual Lehigh Valley Awards is coming up on 

October 17th. Nomination packets have been mailed out to all of the municipalities in the 

region. These awards honors those who have worked on projects within the region – from the 

engineers to developers to municipalities – everyone who made the project a success. 

Categories for nominations are Plan, Planning Policy or Ordinance; Land Development; 

Revitalization Project; Open Space Project; Outdoor Recreation Project; Environmental 

Project; Transportation Project; and Multi-Municipal Cooperation. There is also a Community 

of Distinction award that honors a community that exemplifies consistent plans and policies 

that support efficient and sustainable development, land management and resourcefulness. 

For this award, select municipalities will be asked to make a presentation to the judging 

panel. The deadline for entries is July 20, 2017. 

 

4th Annual Lehigh Valley Awards – Save the Date – October 17th @ DeSales University 

 Ms. Bradley also wanted the Commissioners to save the date of October 17th for 

the upcoming 4th Annual Lehigh Valley Awards. There is usually between 250-300 people 

that attend. The reason for doing these awards is not only to thank all of the people it 

actually takes to complete a project but also to build a recognition that there are so 

many good things that are happening in the region that go under recognized and that 

we should stop and celebrate those things. 

  

EVENTS + INFORMATION 

 

FutureLV Strategy Labs @ LVPC Office 

 Ms. Oscavich stated that the next strategy lab is Education + Training which will be 

held on July 18th at 8:30am at the LVPC office. She encouraged everyone to spread the 

word to those who might be interested in attending. 

 

 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Molchany made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Hozza seconded that 

motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, July 27 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, July 27, 2017 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s conference room 

located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Percy Dougherty, Steve Glickman, Kent Herman, Ed Hozza, Rick Molchany, Christina Morgan, 

David Kimmerly, Owen O’Neil, Sara Pandl, Stephen Repasch, Kevin Schmidt, Christine Weaver, 

Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gordon Campbell, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, George Gemmel, Tim Herrlinger, Bob 

Lammi, Kevin Lott, Tom Nolan, David O’Connell, Pam Pearson, Hayden Phillips, Michael Reph, 

Tina Roseberry 

 

Members absent: Karen Duerholz, Julio Guridy, Brad Osborne, Julie Thomases, Gene Clater, 

Charles Elliott, Darlene Heller 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, George Kinney, Geoff Reese, Amanda Raudenbush, John 

von Kerczek, Jill Seitz, Tracy Oscavich 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the June 2017 meeting were moved for approval 

by Mr. Herrlinger. Mr. Gemmel seconded the motion. The motion carried with Ms. Pandl, Mr. 

Glickman, Mr. Phillips, Ms. Morgan, Ms. Rader and Mr. Herrlinger abstaining. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT - None 

  

 

 



    
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Bushkill Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Wind Gap Business Center 

 Ms. Raudenbush talked about receiving an application that proposes the 

consolidation of two lots and a portion of a third lot on Route 512 just west of Route 33, and 

the construction of an industrial development consisting of two warehouse buildings, 350,000 

sq ft and 215,000 sq ft and one general commercial building of 100,000 sq ft. There are a few 

issues that have not been addressed in the proposal. There is no indication that there is sewer 

capacity for this project. The LVPC is not certain of the developer’s control of key parcels. The 

western portion of the site contains Natural Features that include woodlands, wetlands and 

floodplains that contribute to core habitats recognized under the Natural Heritage Inventory. 

Additionally, it is the LVPC’s understanding that the developer has not yet formally submitted 

this application to the municipality. But they have submitted to LVPC a full set of engineering 

plans and a traffic impact study. Ms. Raudenbush had conversations with LANta to make sure 

everyone is on the same page. The township does know about this project but has yet to 

have formally submitted plans. The legal obligation for the LVPC is to respond within 30 days. 

Included in the letter at the recommendation of the Comprehensive Planning Committee is a 

statement saying that without all the outlining concerns being addressed, the LVPC cannot 

determine the consistency with the Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Repasch made a motion to 

approve the staff comments. Mr. Dougherty seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously.  

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 Ms. Wright referred the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of the staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Ms. Pandl seconded the motion. The motion passed with Ms. Pandl 

and Ms. Wright abstaining #3 – the Multi-Municipal Plan for Southwestern Lehigh County. 

 

Environment Committee 

 

Green Infrastructure Guidelines Draft 

 Mr. Reese talked about how the Green Infrastructure Guidelines document was 

prepared in conjunction with the Monocacy Creek Watershed Act 167 Stormwater 

Management Plan Update. The guidelines state what green infrastructure is along with 

definitions and the benefits as a whole. Mr. Reese went over some topics within the 

guideline like the main social benefits of green infrastructure being attachment to place, 

health and wellness. There’s also economic benefits like Return on Environment, climate 

change mitigation and energy conservation and conserving natural green infrastructure. 

Environmental benefits include water resources and transportation green infrastructure. Mr. 

Reese stated designing within context is part of green infrastructure with the principles being 

creative, flexible, harmonious, local/native, maximize and multi-purpose. Mr. Reese then 

went over stormwater management along with the non-structural and structural practices 

to site design. Next up was water balance which refers to the distribution of rainfall into the 

various components of the water cycle of runoff, groundwater recharge and 

evaporation/transpiration. Lastly is the Green Infrastructure Site Development and 

Management Recommendations which is to identify and preserve natural resources on site, 

design within context and follow the hierarchy of stormwater management practices based 

on the Monocacy Creek Plan Update model ordinance.  

 The Steering Committee moved the Monocacy Creek Watershed Act 167 

Stormwater Management Plan Update forward, which then goes out to all the 

municipalities. All comments received will be assembled and the updated plan will come 



    
   

back to the Full Commission. That updated draft will then be sent to both Counties where 

public meetings will be held. It will then be adopted by the Counties and then sent to the 

Department of Environmental Protection where they will approve the draft. All municipalities 

will then have six months to adopt the plan. 

 

Project Review – Summary Sheet 

 Mr. Repasch refers the commission to the summary sheet where Catasauqua Borough 

submitted an application to renew approval of existing wastewater treatment plant discharge. 

Bath Borough Authority submitted an application to renew approval to replace existing 

wastewater treatment plant. Mr. Repasch made a motion to approve the staff comments. Ms. 

Wright seconded the motion. The motion passed with Ms. Weaver abstaining to #1 for 

Catasauqua Borough and Mr. Reph abstaining to #2 for Bath Borough Authority.  

 

Transportation Committee  

 

Lehigh Valley Freight Facility Tour – The Port of NY/NJ 

 Ms. Bradley talked about the Port of NY/NJ having a link with the Lehigh Valley through 

freight movement within the northeast. The Port of NY/NJ wanted to discuss freight logistics of the 

Lehigh Valley in part because larger container ships can now enter the port. The Panama Canal 

has also been widened so it can now bring in larger ships as well. There is more direct ocean 

going freight coming into the Port of NY/NJ than ever before. Because of the online shopping 

happening, freight movement has increased to our homes and businesses. The LVPC has done a 

tremendous job in building the highways through the Lehigh Valley which has become the 

gateway to the northeast. Primarily because of the quick access to I-78 and I-80 along with Route 

22 and Route 222, etc. The Port of NY/NJ is too congested and cannot expand roadways which 

are already too congested along with the railways being congested. The containers needs to be 

taken off the ships as soon as possible with the current turnaround in unloading a ship being 2-3 

days. The Port has limited storage capacity which means the best solution would be to get the 

containers on rail, possibly the Bethlehem Steel yard operated by Lehigh Valley Rail 

Management. The Port of NY/NJ is exploring short line service so they took a tour of the Lehigh 

Valley, showing them the manufacturing warehouse logistics in Upper Macungie, took them 

along Route 222, Route 22, Route 100, Route 412 and I-78 to show them how it’s all connected, 

we showed them the new FedEx facility, LVIP VII, and Lehigh Valley Rail Management. They are 

very interested in the short line service for international cargo. There needs to be more discussions 

on what’s happening in those warehouse logistic facilities along with how important it is to 

maintain the existing infrastructure we have and reinvest into them. Discussions were held on 

warehouses with small and large manufacturing, as well.  

  
OLD BUSINESS 

  

Lehigh Valley Government Academy @ LVPC Office – 5:30pm-9:00pm 

 Ms. Oscavich stated that the upcoming LVGA courses are Community Planning being 

held on Tuesday, September 12th, 19th, and 26th. Zoning will be held on Wednesday, October 

4th, 11th, and 18th. Subdivision + Land Development will be held on Wednesday, November 1st, 

8th, and 15th.   

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Lehigh Valley Municipal Officials Guide 

 Ms. Bradley noted that the updated version the Municipals Officials guide is now out. This 

guide is updated annually and shared on LVPC’s website.  

 

CORRESPONDENCE - None 



    
   

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT - None 

 

EVENTS + INFORMATION 

 

LTAP Courses 

 Ms. Oscavich mentioned that Salt + Snow Management will be held on August 1st from 

8:00am-3:00pm and has been sold out. Traffic Sign Basics will be held on September 28th from 

8:00am-12:00pm and Stormwater Facility Operation + Maintenance will be held on October 

6th from 8:00am-12:00pm, all at the LVPC office. 

 

BuildLV Events 

 Ms. Oscavich noted that each year the LVPC puts out the annual subdivision and land 

development report called BuildLV. There will be two events coming up, first with the Lehigh 

Valley Chamber of Commerce on Wednesday, September 27th in the morning and the 

second with the Urban Land Institute on Thursday, October 5th.   

 

4th Annual Lehigh Valley Awards Gala – Tuesday, October 17th @ DeSales University 

 Ms. Oscavich encouraged everyone to save the date for the 4th Annual Lehigh Valley 

Awards Gala coming up in October. Ms. Bradley noted that there were a lot of applications 

received for the awards and that there will be at least one LVPC Commissioner asked to 

judge for each category.  

 

FutureLV – Move Into The Future – Wednesday, December 6th  

 Ms. Bradley talked about the day-long summit to learn from other people and have a 

conversation about the Future of the Lehigh Valley which relates to the Comprehensive Plan. 

Throughout the first half of this year, we have heard a lot of good information related to the 

Lehigh Valley. There will be experts brought in to talk about specific topics and then the hope 

it to engage into more in depth conversations for the Comprehensive Plan update. Some of 

the specific topics include Transit, Technology and Automated Vehicles. She encourages 

everyone to attend. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Lott made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Molchany seconded that 

motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, August 31 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, August 31, 2017 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s conference 

room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Percy Dougherty, Steve Glickman, Julio Guridy, Kent Herman, Ed Hozza, Rick Molchany, Christina 

Morgan, David Kimmerly, Owen O’Neil, Kathy Rader, Stephen Repasch, Kevin Schmidt, Christine 

Weaver, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gordon Campbell, Gene Clater, Liesel Dreisbach, Bob Lammi, Tom Nolan, Pam Pearson  

 

Members absent: Karen Duerholz, Brad Osborne, Sara Pandl, Julie Thomases, John Diacogiannis, 

Charles Elliott, George Gemmel, Darlene Heller, Tim Herrlinger, Kevin Lott, David O’Connell, 

Hayden Phillips, Michael Reph, Tina Roseberry 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, Geoff Reese, Amanda Raudenbush, John von Kerczek, Jill 

Seitz, Tracy Oscavich, Matt Assad, Mike Donchez 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the July 2017 meeting were moved for approval 

by Mr. Dougherty. Ms. Wright seconded the motion. The motion carried with Mr. Clater and 

Mr. Guridy abstaining. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT 

 Ms. Dreisbach introduced new Commission member Julio Guridy from the City of 

Allentown and new staff member Matt Assad, Managing Editor. 

  

 

 



    
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Transportation Committee 

 Mr. Rebert presented an overview on the Route 22-400 $62 million construction 

project. Construction started on this project back in August 2015. He spoke about replacing 

the Route 22 over the Lehigh River Bridge, which cannot be cut in half and still function – it 

has to stay intact – so the plan is to build half of the bridge at one section, then put the 

traffic on the new section and then build the second half. The beams are down and some 

parts of the deck are poured. This bridge is on schedule to open to east bound traffic by 

late October and the west bound traffic will be shifted over by the end of this year. The west 

bound portion of the Bridge is projected to be complete by August 2019. The overall 

widening project will be from Route 378 to 15th street and will begin in 2020. 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Glendon Borough – Stormwater Review – Glendon Business Center 

 Mr. Reese talked about providing an updated stormwater review for the Glendon 

Business Center. Since the Borough of Glendon does not have a Subdivision and Land 

Development Ordinance, the LVPC administers the county ordinance for proposals. This 

project was previously reviewed back in 2007 but since the National Pollutant Discharge 

Elimination System permit for stormwater management expired, it must be reviewed again for 

an updated permit. The business center needs to be able to manage the two-year 

stormwater run-off volume and has updated the design for that run-off. The Commission 

voted to grant conditional approval of the application subject to the Commission being 

provided a copy of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System General Permit 

Acknowledgement from the Northampton County Conservation District, a final paper copy of 

the Post Construction Stormwater Management Plan set and Post Construction Stormwater 

Management Analysis revised through August 28, 2017 and that all Commission costs 

associated the review of the application are paid in full. Mr. Clater recommending adding 

wording regarding the approval – the Commission voted to grant conditional approval 

subject to the following conditions. Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the staff comments 

along with the recommended additional wording. Mr. Lammi seconded the motion. The 

motion passed unanimously.  

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 Ms. Wright referred the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of the staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Mr. Clater seconded the motion. The motion passed with Mr. Hozza 

abstaining #7 – the Zoning Map Amendment for Whitehall Township. 

 

Catasauqua Municipal Complex Grand Opening Blast – September 16, 12pm-5pm 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that the LVPC is always looking for opportunities to take the 

chalkboard CUBE out to collect information from communities that then key into the update of 

the Comprehensive Plan and Ms. Weaver, Council member of the Borough of Catasauqua, 

asked to have the CUBE at their Grand Opening Blast On September 16th.  Staff will be there to 

engage with the community and be a part of this celebration. Ms. Weaver noted that this project 

was a long time in the making and they are very excited for the grand opening. Some of the new 

structures were created with existing material from a historic building that was taken down. A 

portion of the Iron Works site is also being sold for mixed use redevelopment.  

 

 

 

 



    
   

Environment Committee 

 

Project Review – Summary Sheet 

 Mr. Repasch refers the commission to the summary sheet where the Lehigh County 

Authority submitted preliminary capital plans for four projects. In the Allentown Division, there are 

two water projects including filter upgrades and intake upgrades. There is also a sewer project for 

Indenture Report Improvements which is an annual report identifying improvements including 

general repairs, and security, structural, pipe protection and electrical upgrades. The LVPC 

comment for the Allentown Division projects is, improvements that will result in more efficient, safe 

and reliable sewer and water service are consistent with the County Comprehensive Plan. In the 

Suburban Division, there is a sewer project for the Park Pump Station’s Sister Station. This sister 

station will be adjacent to the current pump station. The Act 537 sewage facilities plan has been 

on hold and not completed as a prerequisite to the project and the capacity for future growth 

should only be provided for areas recommended for urban development so this project cannot 

be determined as consistent with the County Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Repasch made a motion 

to approve the staff comments. Mr. Lammi seconded the motion. The motion passed with Ms. 

Morgan abstaining.   

 

OLD BUSINESS 

  

Lehigh Valley Government Academy @ LVPC Office – 5:30pm-9:00pm 

 The upcoming LVGA courses are Community Planning being held on Tuesday, 

September 12th, 19th, and 26th. Zoning will be held on Wednesday, October 4th, 11th, and 18th. 

Subdivision + Land Development will be held on Wednesday, November 1st, 8th, and 15th.   

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Pennsylvania State Planning Board Recommendations on Infrastructure, Efficient Government + 

Community Revitalization 

 Ms. Bradley talked about how in 2016, Governor Wolf asked the PA State Planning Board 

to look at three topics – Infrastructure, Efficient Government and Community Revitalization. The 

Governor’s Advisory Board on Community Development looked at putting together some basic 

information that could be shared as well. Regarding infrastructure, Pennsylvania has a well-

developed regional transportation planning program mandated by the federal and state laws. 

There are no requirements for water facilities for municipal or regional planning. The State 

Planning Board came back with a belief statement stating as demographics, the economy, and 

lifestyle preferences are again changing and changing dramatically – that regional planning 

and coordination of infrastructure investments are key to smarter spending of tighter state and 

local government budgets and key to capturing the economic growth opportunities of today 

and tomorrow. With efficient government, Pennsylvania has a fragmented local government 

system. There are 2,560 municipalities and 67 counties and overlaying these governments are 500 

school districts and over 2,400 local authorities. Pennsylvania ranks third among states in the 

number of local government units. There has been a long running debate on whether the 

number of municipalities and local governments is a liability or an asset. It was collectively 

recognized as both. It’s a liability from the sense that Pennsylvania as a whole has lost population 

and is in a slow growth market and communities are taking businesses away from neighboring 

communities. It’s also an asset because it allows people to be closer to their governments and 

offers more choice and creativity because it forces you to be leaner. From a regional 

perspective, places like the Lehigh Valley have benefited and been inhibited by the 

fragmentation. There appears to be no decisive national research indicating fragmented local 

governments are lagging in population and economic growth, or consolidated regional 

governments are making greater impact on economic competitiveness. The belief statement 

shows fiscal distress growing across all classes of municipalities in Pennsylvania, so it makes sense 



    
   

to provide more opportunities for intergovernmental cooperation and multi-municipal, regional 

delivery of municipal services. For community revitalization, there has been a lot of shifts from 

urban communities to suburban communities that were formally rural areas. This means a lot of 

infrastructure was built and there has been investment in a lot of things including sports facilities 

and employment clusters. The cities are hubs for government buildings, hospitals, colleges and 

those facilities often do not pay property tax. Expenses have not declined so there has to be a 

way to help these communities cope with increased expenses. The belief statement says the 

pattern of decline left many core and inner ring communities in fiscal distress and with large 

numbers of blighted and abandoned properties and high poverty. Conditions have hurt 

competiveness to retain residents and businesses and constrained the ability of communities to 

restructure and regrow their economies and help themselves out of their dilemma.  

 Recommendations on the State Policy objective is to establish state goals and strategic 

principles. The goals and principles are to reward regional infrastructure planning, efforts to 

reduce government fragmentation, share services, cooperate across municipalities, and target 

state investments to revitalize struggling communities. Another recommendation is to 

institutionalize state goals and strategic investment principles across state agency funding 

programs. The funds should be awarded on the basis of county or regional plan. Also to establish 

a state interagency team to implement state goals and investment principles and promote 

greater coordination between state agencies. Recommendations on the Planning objective is to 

provide technical and financial assistance for planning. This is very important not only to all our 

local municipalities but the state as a whole. Right now there is one state planner based in 

Pittsburgh, who is responsible for the entire Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. This recommends 

dedicating more staff to planning that would ultimately provide training and grants to regional 

entities and communities. We also need to help local governments eliminate blight. Technical 

and financial assistance should be used to promote use of the many tools available to eliminate 

blight and enforce codes. The policy recommendations also include helping local governments 

undertake economic development in a coordinated and strategic way. Recommendations of 

the Efficiency Improvements objective is to promote regional delivery of municipal services. 

Legislation is needed to provide more legal opportunities for voluntary intergovernmental 

cooperation and regional delivery of municipal services. Another recommendation is to promote 

regional service delivery in four areas – MS4/stormwater management via county/municipal 

partnerships, e-government with shared use of digital storage, applications, websites, etc., blight 

elimination with service from regional land banks and shared enforcement code and public 

works with multi-municipal departments or compacts. Recommendations of the Fiscal 

Improvements objective is to reform local government pensions and Act 111 collective 

bargaining. Also, fiscal objectives include providing local governments with a broader menu of 

tax options could include an increased local services tax, payroll tax, a county-option local sales 

tax and earned income taxes for counties. Lastly, to modernize real estate tax assessment and 

collection. 

 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Whose Business is the Arts Invitation from the Lehigh Valley Arts Council 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned the Lehigh Valley Arts Council is getting together their Return 

on the Arts document which will be released on Friday, September 8th at DeSales University. A 

number of the LVPC staff will be helping facilitate table discussions and the information 

gathered will also help with the Regional Comprehensive Plan. Everyone is invited to attend.  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

 

State Water Plan Update 

 Ms. Bradley stated that out of the Governor’s Advisory Board on Community 

Development, Ms. Bradley and Mr. Reese recommended the State Water Plan be updated. 



    
   

There is a Delaware River Regional Working Group that Ms. Bradley and Mr. Reese are 

expected to be a part of and will be participating in those discussions. There is no official start 

time yet but will let everyone know when this information is available. 

 

Walk/BikeLV Plan Kick-Off 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned the kick-off for the first ever bike and pedestrian master plan for 

the Lehigh Valley with RFPs going out for consulting services this fall. The contract will be 

awarded shortly thereafter so the group can come together and start preparing this 

important plan. 

 

Hazard Mitigation Plan Kick-Off 

 Ms. Bradley talked about the kick-off to the two-county Hazard Mitigation Plan. An 

outline is currently being developed. The plan will be completed by September 2018. 

 

PlanSWL Comprehensive Plan Update 

 Ms. Bradley noted that all the communities involved in the Southwestern Lehigh 

Comprehensive Plan will be having a joint multi-municipal public hearing on September 25th 

at the Lower Macungie Community Center beginning at 6:30pm.  

 

Staff Request for Community Bike Works and the Muscular Dystrophy Association 

 Ms. Bradley mention that Mr. Rider volunteered to be “arrested” on behalf of the LVPC 

to help support research for the Muscular Dystrophy Association on October 25th. Community 

Bike Works is hosting a Spin-a-Thon on September 23rd. The LVPC will have two teams 

competing. Ms. Bradley asked the Commission to donate what they can to these two great 

organizations to help reach the goal of $1,000. 

 

EVENTS + INFORMATION 

 

Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) @ LVPC Office 

 The upcoming Local Technical Assistance Program classes are Traffic Sign Basics on 

September 28 from 8am-12pm, Stormwater Facility Operation + Maintenance on October 6 

from 8am-12pm and Roadside Vegetation Control on December 12 from 8am-3pm – all at 

LVPC.  

 

BuildLV Event 

 There is a BuildLV event coming up with the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of 

Commerce on September 27 at 7:30am at ArtsQuest.  

 

4th Annual Lehigh Valley Awards Gala 

 Save the date for the 4th Annual Lehigh Valley Awards Gala being held on October 

17th at DeSales University.  

 

Future Forces Event 

 The Future Forces Event will be held on December 6th at Lehigh University.  

 

Lehigh Valley Government Academy @ LVPC Office – 5:30pm-9:00pm 

 The upcoming LVGA courses are Community Planning being held on Tuesday, 

September 12th, 19th, and 26th. Zoning will be held on Wednesday, October 4th, 11th, and 18th. 

Subdivision + Land Development will be held on Wednesday, November 1st, 8th, and 15th.   

 

 

ADJOURN 

 



    
   

Mr. Molchany made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Weaver seconded that 

motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, October 26 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, October 26, 2017 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s 

conference room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Steve Glickman, Julio Guridy, Kent Herman, Rick Molchany, Douglas Stewart, Owen O’Neil, 

Kathy Rader, Stephen Repasch, Kevin Schmidt, Christine Weaver, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gordon Campbell, Gene Clater, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, Charles Elliott, Darlene 

Heller, Bob Lammi, Kevin Lott, David O’Connell, Pam Pearson, Michael Reph, Tina Roseberry 

 

Members absent: Percy Dougherty, Karen Duerholz, Ed Hozza, Christina Morgan, Brad 

Osborne, Sara Pandl, Julie Thomases, George Gemmel, Tim Herrlinger, Tom Nolan, Hayden 

Phillips 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, Geoff Reese, Amanda Raudenbush, John von 

Kerczek, Jill Seitz, Tracy Oscavich, Matt Assad, Mike Donchez, Sue Rockwell 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the September 2017 meeting were moved for 

approval by Mr. Repasch. Mr. Clater seconded the motion. The motion carried with Ms. 

Rader, Mr. O’Neil, and Mr. Lott abstaining. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT 

 Ms. Dreisbach introduced new commission member Douglas Stewart from the City of 

Allentown to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission.   

 



    
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Allen Township – Land Use of Regional Significance – Northampton Business Center 

 Ms. Raudenbush talked about reviewing the proposed construction of six 

warehouses totaling 2,552,700 square feet in an area designated for Rural Development 

and Natural Resources. The project site is located within the Hokendauqua Creek 

watershed and has over 70 acres of woodlands which are valued for a number of 

reasons. The LVPC commends the applicant for avoiding development on the wooded 

portions of the property. The site also has 13 acres of wetlands as well as extensive 

presence of hydric soils. The LVPC commends the applicant for coordinating the 

alignment of Main Access Drive with the electricity transmission lines, thereby minimizing 

disruption to the wetland features. The mapping provided indicates the extensive 

presence of karsts in the form of surface depressions on the site. The LVPC advises the 

applicant to ensure proper geotech testing prior to any land development. The project is 

proposed for land designated by the General Land Use Map for Rural Development 

along with some area designated for Natural Resources, which is inconsistent with the 

Comprehensive Plan. The proposed development is inconsistent with the goal of 

reducing urban sprawl in rural townships and retaining the rural characters of rural areas 

as well as two policies supporting that goal. Refrain from development of public sewer 

and water systems except where necessary to resolve existing health problems and plan 

and zone for land uses that are appropriate is rural areas. The Township should utilize 

regulatory tools to require bonding and/or reclamation plans related to big-box freight 

facility structures. The LVPC also recommends that the municipality consider the impacts 

on surrounding agricultural operations and increased truck traffic on the historic 

boroughs. The Township should request assurances that all trucks are able to access the 

site at any time of the day or night and that sufficient amenities are provided within the 

site to accommodate both the tractor-trailers and drivers and be required to have truck 

parking on site to allow for staging and overnight stays. Best practices suggest a minimum 

of one space for each 50 trucks served per day. Driver amenities including showers, food 

services, sleeping areas, and entertainment and waiting areas should also be 

considered. Internal sidewalk connectivity to site perimeter sidewalks are given little 

consideration within the plan. The Township should require the installation of sidewalks 

and appropriate pedestrian connections between those perimeter sidewalks and 

building sidewalks. In the event the municipality considers the granting a deferral in the 

installation of a sidewalk, it is highly recommended that the municipality require the 

necessary grading for the future installation of the sidewalk. This development is 

anticipated to generate a total of 4,263 trips per weekday. Of the anticipated traffic, 62% 

will be cars while the remaining 38% will be trucks. A discrepancy exists between the 

square footage of Warehouse 2 as depicted in the traffic impact study at 604,500 sq. ft. 

and the 620,000 sq. ft. as depicted on the plan. This discrepancy should be rectified. In 

order for LANTA to consider transit service to this location, there must be pedestrian 

amenities incorporated into the plan that comprehensively connect from Main Access 

Drive where transit stops can essentially be located, to the main entrances of the several 

warehouse facilities planned for in the proposed complex. Ms. Roseberry asked if it would 

be beneficial to add trails instead of sidewalks through the industrial park. Mr. Clater said 

that the developer is working on walking trails for the industrial park. Mr. Glickman 

requested to move the Transportation section to the beginning of the letter to show the 

inconsistency first. Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the staff comments along with 



    
   

the additional recommendations in wording. Mr. Glickman seconded the motion. The 

motion passed with Mr. Clater abstaining. 

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 Ms. Wright referred the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of the staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Mr. Lammi seconded the motion. The motion passed with Mr. 

Elliott abstaining to #8 Easton City – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Residential Design 

Standards. 

 

Environment Committee 

 

Monocacy Creek Watershed Act 167 Stormwater Management Plan – Resolution  

 Mr. Reese talked about the Monocacy Creek Watershed Plan being created for 13 

municipalities in both Lehigh and Northampton Counties. The Steering Committee along with 

the 13 municipalities have looked over the draft plan for comments. Mr. Reese stated that a 

resolution is attached to the agenda to transmit the draft plan to the Counties for adoption. 

The plan will then be sent to both Lehigh County and Northampton County for adoption, 

preferably before the end of the year. It then needs to be approved by the Department of 

Environmental Protection and ultimately adopted by all 13 municipalities. Mr. Repasch made 

a motion to approve the resolution. Mr. Molchany seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Livable Landscapes – Lehigh County Park, Recreation, Open Space, Agricultural + Historic 

Resources Plan – Resolution  

 Mr. Reese stated that formal comments were received from the PA Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources regarding the Lehigh Livable Landscapes Plan 

requesting mostly minor additions and clarifications. The Committee was provided a 

summary of the comments and proposed staff responses. Once the Full Commission 

approves the responses, they will be included in the plan for adoption. The final version will 

be dated October 2017. Mr. Reese stated that a resolution is attached to the agenda to 

transmit the draft plan to Lehigh County for adoption. The draft plan will be sent to Lehigh 

County, who will hold a public hearing then ultimately adopt the plan. Mr. Repasch made a 

motion to approve the resolution. Mr. Molchany seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan Kick-Off 

 Mr. Reese talked about the previous creation of the Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan 

back in 2013 and how it is mandatory for it to be updated every 5 years to remain eligible for 

hazard mitigation funding. The kick-off meeting for the plan update with the Planning 

Committee happened last Thursday at UGI’s Auditorium. All municipalities have been asked 

to sign on and participate throughout the process of this plan update. The municipalities 

have been asked to fill out and submit their Statement of Intent along with 8 additional 

worksheets of information by the November meeting. There will be a formal process in 

identifying what the new plan will list as natural and non-natural hazards. The updated plan 

must be completed, adopted and approved by October 2018. 

 

Project Review – Summary Sheet 

 Mr. Repasch refers the commission to the summary sheet where East Allen Township 

submitted an Act 537 Sewage Facilities Planning Module for Airport Road Lot 1 and also a 

DRBC review for an application to Renew Approval of Existing Wastewater Treatment Plant 



    
   

Discharge. Mr. Repasch made a motion to approve the staff comments. Ms. Wright 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Transportation Committee 

 

Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program Update 

 Mr. Donchez stated that the allocation process for TASA closed on September 22nd. 15 

applications were submitted through PennDOT totaling over $10 million. The applications will 

be ranked and evaluated based upon the ranking criteria previously established. The 

applicants will be presenting their projects to the LVTS Technical Committee on November 

27th. Recommendations will be made to the LVTS Coordinating Committee in December. 

Then the awards for the local pot of money of $1.3 million will be given with the balance of 

projects competing for the state-wide pot of money of $55 million. The MPOs need to have 

their decisions by January 5, 2018. These projects must start construction within two years of 

receiving the award. 

 

OLD BUSINESS 

  

Gala + Awards Preparation 

 Ms. Oscavich noted that the Lehigh Valley Awards Gala had approx. 240 

attendees this year. The following categories had both honorees and a winner. Plan, 

Planning Policy or Ordinance, Land Development, Open Space, Outdoor Recreation, 

Revitalization, Transportation Planning, Transportation Infrastructure, Multi-Municipal 

Planning, and Community of Distinction. An after-event survey was sent out for 

feedback to be used for next year’s event. 

 

National Community Planning Month 

 Ms. Seitz talked about how the month of October is National Community 

Planning Month. She showed a PowerPoint presentation on planning and what it is all 

about. Planning comprehensively addresses the impacts of today’s actions on 

tomorrow’s communities. Planners need to consider every possible impact that a 

project can have on a community from housing and development to the air and water 

quality, to transportation and health. At the county and regional level, all these 

intersections are used to create the comprehensive plan. When communities can find 

ways to work together, it creates a stronger sense of place and enables the region to 

thrive socially, environmentally and economically. Ultimately, the LVPC coordinates the 

vision and sets the framework, but also recognize that implementation happens at the 

municipal level.  

The LVPC serves as a guiding role in working with municipalities to develop and 

implement their goals within scope of the Comprehensive Plan, to ensure that everyone 

is moving towards a stronger and more resilient Lehigh Valley.  

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Organizational Report 

 Ms. Bradley talked about how this report summarizes the building activity over the last 

12 months of the year, gives a summary of the first 6 months of this year and then an outlook 

of where plan activity is going to go and what’s actually happening. It was noted that the 

LVPC is one of the oldest planning commissions in the nation. Ms. Bradley then went through 

the timeline in the report with the Full Commission. 

 



    
   

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

Iron Works Grand Opening Blast – Thank you note 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that Gene Goldfeder, Manager of the Borough of 

Catasauqua, sent a thank you note for bringing the LVPC CUBE to their Opening Blast. It 

was a big attraction that brought a lot of great comments to be utilized towards the 

Regional Comprehensive Plan. 

 

Coalition for Appropriate Transportation – Thank you note 

 Ms. Bradley noted that Scott Slingerland, Executive Director for Coalition for 

Appropriate Transportation, sent a thank you note for putting together the Lehigh Valley 

Awards Gala which celebrates transportation, smart land use and development, and 

open space and recreation.  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

 

 None 

 

EVENTS + INFORMATION 

 

Lehigh Valley Government Academy @ LVPC Office – 5:30pm-9:00pm 

 The upcoming LVGA course is Subdivision + Land Development being held on 

Wednesday, November 1st, 8th, and 15th.   

 

Future Forces Event 

 The Future Forces Event will be held on December 6th at Lehigh University. 

 

Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) @ LVPC Office 

 The upcoming Local Technical Assistance Program classes are Roadside 

Vegetation Control on December 12 from 8am-3pm, Work Zone Temporary Traffic 

Control on January 30 from 8am-12pm and Stop Signs + Intersection Traffic Control on 

February 6 from 8am-12pm – all at LVPC.  

 

Muscular Dystrophy Association – Bruce + Paul “Go to Jail” – Report  

 Staff members, Bruce and Paul, went to “Jail” at Carmel Kitchen where they 

helped raise money for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. 

 

Toys for Tots – Donation 

 The LVPC is asking for donations for Toy for Tots this holiday season. This will help 

support kids in need and help make their holiday special. Donations will be accepted 

through December 1st. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Molchany made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Rader seconded that 

motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 at 7:00pm 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, November 30, 2017 at 7:00pm in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s conference 

room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Percy Dougherty, Steve Glickman, Kent Herman, Ed Hozza, Rick Molchany, Christina Morgan, 

Douglas Stewart, Owen O’Neil, Brad Osborne, Sara Pandl, Kathy Rader, Stephen Repasch, Kevin 

Schmidt, Christine Weaver, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gordon Campbell, Gene Clater, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, Charles Elliott, Tim 

Herrlinger, Bob Lammi, Tom Nolan, Pam Pearson, Tina Roseberry 

 

Members absent: Karen Duerholz, Julio Guridy, Julie Thomases, Darlene Heller, Kevin Lott, David 

O’Connell, Hayden Phillips, Michael Reph 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, Geoff Reese, Amanda Raudenbush, John von Kerczek, Jill 

Seitz, Tracy Oscavich, Matt Assad, Sue Rockwell 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ; Joanne Guth, Citizen 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the October 2017 meeting were moved for 

approval by Mr. Herrlinger. Mr. Repasch seconded the motion. The motion carried with Mr. 

Hozza, Ms. Pandl, Ms. Morgan, Mr. Osborne and Mr. Nolan abstaining. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT 

 Ms. Dreisbach noted that the Nominating Committee – Tim Herrlinger (Chair), Mr. Clater 

and Ms. Pearson – will be promoting their list of officers to be voted on for the year 2018 at the 

next Full Commission meeting on December 21st.   

 

 



    
   

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Upper Nazareth Township – SALDO Update 

 Mr. von Kerczek talked about reviewing proposed Subdivision and Land Development 

Ordinance (SALDO) update. Overall, the proposed changes address matters of local 

concern. However, the LVPC commends the Township for including new language explicitly 

prohibiting flag lots. The LVPC commends the inclusion of this prohibition as it will help 

discourage such subdivision patterns. Also for adding substantial new sidewalk requirements, 

including the installation of sidewalks on both sides of streets within developments and along 

the frontage of all existing streets and concrete sidewalk ramps at all intersections and 

crosswalks. There is an added requirement that storm drainage systems must “accommodate, 

receive and convey all runoff from adjacent up-stream properties,” thereby ensuring that 

such systems take into account potential runoff from beyond the immediate boundaries of 

the property being developed. Another section established specific recreation and open 

space land dedication requirements for single-family and multifamily residential 

developments. Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the staff comments. Mr. Campbell 

seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Pen Argyl Borough – Zoning Ordinance Amendment – Industrial to Residential Rezoning 

 Mr. von Kerczek reviewed a zoning ordinance amendment which rezones one tract of 

vacant land from the Industrial Extractive District to the Medium Density Residential District, 

addresses a matter of local concern. Because the affected tract occupies land designated 

by the General Land Use Map for Urban Development, the proposed rezoning does not 

conflict with the County Comprehensive Plan. Ms. Wright made a motion to approve the staff 

comments. Mr. Dougherty seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Environment Committee 

 

DRBC Review – Application for a Groundwater Withdrawal Project by Hunsicker Farm, Lower 

Macungie Township, Lehigh County  

 Ms. Rockwell talked about the proposed application for groundwater withdrawal from 

four well sources to irrigate, as necessary, the applicants existing 400-acre corn farm. The 

applicant proposes a state-of-the-art irrigation system that includes a National Weather Service 

certified weather station to help reduce unnecessary watering. Pump tests were conducted on 

the four wells, indicating no adverse impacts on nearby observation wells or the Little Lehigh 

Creek. The applicant will be required to implement a long-term monitoring program with the 

results submitted to DRBC. The proposed project is consistent with the County Comprehensive 

Plan. Per DRBC documentation, no adverse impacts are anticipated with this operation. 

Mitigation by the applicant will be required if the withdrawal is determined to interfere with 

existing ground or surface water supplies. Approval of this project may be modified or suspended 

by DRBC based on review of the hydrologic data or other information indicating the action is 

necessary to protect the water resources of the Basin. Mr. Repasch made a motion to approve 

the staff comments. Mr. Elliott seconded the motion. The motion passed with Ms. Pandl 

abstaining. 

 

Transportation Committee 

 

None 

 

 

 



    
   

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Mid-Point Comprehensive Plan Update – Move Into The FutureLV Event – December 6th @ Lehigh 

University – Iacocca Hall 

 Ms. Bradley talked about the Move Into the FutureLV event, which is day-long summit, 

to learn from key leaders and have a discussion about the Future of the Lehigh Valley which 

relates to the Comprehensive Plan. Throughout the first half of this year, a lot of good 

information was learned related to the Lehigh Valley. There will be experts brought in to talk 

about specific topics and then hope to engage into a more in depth conversation for the 

Comprehensive Plan update. Some of the specific topics include Transit, Technology, 

Automated Vehicles and Economics. Ms. Bradley encouraged everyone to attend. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

Pennsylvania Senate Bill 843 – Proposal to Amend the Municipalities Planning Code 

 Ms. Bradley stated that the proposed PA Senate Bill 843 would require counties to 

include in their comprehensive plans the name and physical location of residential and 

mixed-use condominiums, cooperatives and planned communities, as well as the total land 

area, lot size and number of units of each. The bill also requires, “to the extent available” 

information in the plan about the infrastructure of each community, including presence and 

condition of sanitary sewer, water and storm water systems, recreation facilities and 

roadways. If this bill is moved forward, it would substantially change the Municipalities 

Planning Code, especially as it relates to county planning commissions with a series of 

unfunded mandates that would also trickle down to the municipal government. Right now in 

Lehigh County, there are 123,976 individual parcels and in Northampton County, there are 

120,060 individual parcels. A lot of this information and data is the individual responsibility of 

our municipal governments, a variety of sewer and water authorities, PA Dept. of 

Transportation, PA Dept. of Conservation + Natural Resources, etc. The County 

Comprehensive Plan is a general plan that sets out the goals and policies for a region as a 

whole. It is not a zoning ordinance or a specific data layered set. So this requirement actually 

defies professional planning recommendations for the development of comprehensive plans 

of any sort. Another note is how to tell the condition of a sanitary sewer line that is buried. The 

Commissioners wondered what is driving this amendment. Ms. Bradley said that she talked to 

Senator Scavello who said there is a group of people that believe that because they pay a 

homeowners association fee, that they are being double taxed because they consider a 

homeowners association fee a tax. When Ms. Bradley talked to Lori Dabbondanza at the 

Counties Commissioners Association of Pennsylvania, she said that that movement of people 

that believe it is a double tax is very real and think that if this passes, it will create a state-wide 

data set that they can use to create their own smaller units of government in the 

Commonwealth. Discussions were held between the Commission members. It was decided 

that the letter should include an understanding of the fallout of this amendment and point 

out that this would require resources to acquire the information that some municipalities do 

not have. Also stress the unfunded mandated portion of this amendment stating that the 

LVPC does not have authority to make the municipalities gather and give this information 

which will then make the LVPC reliable to get this data. The LVPC does not have the funds to 

gather all the data they are looking for. Ms. Wright made a motion for staff to write the letter 

taking into account the statements made during the discussion to include in this letter. Mr. 

Repasch seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

Full Commission Annual Meeting + Commission Photo 

 Ms. Bradley noted that some meeting times and dates have changed for December due 

to the Holiday. Environment Committee will be on Tuesday, December 19th at 11am with 

Comprehensive Planning Committee following that at noon. Transportation Committee will be on 



    
   

Thursday, December 21st at 9:30am with the Full Commission following that at 11am. Once Full 

Commission is adjourned, we will then have the Commission photo taken with lunch to follow. Ms. 

Bradley encouraged all Commissioner to attend. 

 

Second Harvest Food + Supply Drive – Last Donation Date is December 21st 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that the LVPC is taking donations again this year for the Second 

Harvest Food Bank. This will provide food and supplies to those in the Lehigh Valley who need it. 

Last year, we were able to collect 127lbs in donations and we are hoping to exceed that for this 

year. Donations will be accepted through December 21st.  

  

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

NCC’s Fall 2017 Update Program – Thank you note 

 Ms. Bradley mentioned that a group of 200 people got together to learn about 

different things in the region and in Northampton County, hosted by Northampton County 

Community College. Ms. Bradley was able to talk about the comprehensive plan and what is 

happening in land development along with the transportation program. There were some 

great discussions on these topics. NCC invited Ms. Bradley back to present in the spring of 

2018.  

  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

 

Downtown Allentown Wins Global Award for Excellence 

 Ms. Bradley noted that 2 out of 4 years, communities in the Lehigh Valley have won 

international awards from the Urban Land Institute. ULI brings together planners, architects, 

engineers, real estate professionals and bankers to really talk about issues of land 

development in all sorts of context. The Downtown Allentown Revitalization District was one of 

13 real estate development projects worldwide to win the Urban Land Institute’s 2017-2018 

Global Award for Excellence. 

 

EVENTS + INFORMATION 

 

Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) @ LVPC Office 

 The upcoming Local Technical Assistance Program classes are Roadside Vegetation 

Control on December 12 from 8am-3pm, Work Zone Temporary Traffic Control on January 

30 from 8am-12pm and Stop Signs + Intersection Traffic Control on February 6 from 8am-

12pm – all at LVPC.  

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Dougherty made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Molchany seconded that 

motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 



 

 

 

 

LEHIGH VALLEY PLANNING COMMISSION 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 at 11:00am 

LVPC Conference Room 

Lehigh Valley Planning Commission Minutes 

 
The Lehigh Valley Planning Commission met for its regularly scheduled monthly meeting on 

Thursday, December 21, 2017 at 11:00am in the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission’s conference 

room located at 961 Marcon Boulevard, Suite 310, Allentown, PA. 

 

Ms. Dreisbach chaired the meeting.  

 

Ms. Willis took roll call. 

 

Members in attendance:  

 

Lehigh County 

Percy Dougherty, Karen Duerholz, Steve Glickman, Kent Herman, Ed Hozza, Rick Molchany, 

Christina Morgan, Douglas Stewart, Owen O’Neil, Sara Pandl, Kathy Rader, Stephen Repasch, 

Kevin Schmidt, Christine Weaver, Donna Wright 

 

Northampton County 

Gordon Campbell, Gene Clater, John Diacogiannis, Liesel Dreisbach, Charles Elliott, Darlene 

Heller, Bob Lammi, Kevin Lott, Tom Nolan, David O’Connell, Pam Pearson, Michael Reph 

 

Members absent: Julio Guridy, Brad Osborne, Julie Thomases, George Gemmel, Tim Herrlinger, 

Hayden Phillips, Tine Roseberry 

 

Staff present: Becky Bradley, Erin Willis, Geoff Reese, Amanda Raudenbush, John von Kerczek, Jill 

Seitz, Tracy Oscavich, Matt Assad, Sue Rockwell, Bowen Liu, Brian Hite, Bruce Rider, Craig 

Kackenmeister, Justin Barclay, Paul Nohar, Teresa Mackey, Whitney Burdge 

 

Public present: Lou Gombocz, Jr., WFMZ 

 

COURTESY OF THE FLOOR: none 

 

MINUTES 

  After a brief review, the minutes of the November 2017 meeting were moved for 

approval by Mr. Lammi. Ms. Pearson seconded the motion. The motion carried with Mr. 

Reph abstaining. 

 

CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT 

 Ms. Dreisbach recognized Commission members, Tom Muller, John Brown, Brad Osborne, 

Hayden Phillips, George Gemmel, Julie Thomases, Karen Duerholz, David O’Connell and Michael 

Reph, who have either resigned from the Commission or will not be reappointed at this time for 

their hard work and dedication to the Lehigh Valley Planning Commission. Mr. Repasch 



    
   

recognized Ms. Dreisbach for her outstanding leadership as Chair of the Lehigh Valley Planning 

Commission. Ms. Bradley and Ms. Dreisbach recognized the LVPC staff that have been working 

for the commission for a long time and has consistently delivered high quality work – Geoff Reese, 

37 years; Mike Donchez, 27 years; Sue Rockwell, 22 years; Teresa Mackey, 15 years. Ms. Dreisbach 

also recognized Ms. Oscavich for her promotion to Director of Development.  

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 

Comprehensive Planning Committee 

 

Slatington Borough – Subdivision – 426-428 West Franklin Street 

 Ms. Raudenbush introduced a proposal to subdivide an existing property into two 

separate properties on the corner of Fifth Street and West Franklin Street. The desire is to 

change the existing duplex into twin homes by allowing each side to have property owned 

by separate entities. The proposal is offered approval, with the following reminders that all 

conditions put upon the applicant from the ZHB must be met and the provisions of §270 of the 

Lehigh County SALDO shall be followed for the recording of the approved Plans. Ms. 

Raudenbush will be presenting this at the Slatington Council meeting on January 8th. Ms. 

Wright made a motion to approve the staff comments. Mr. Dougherty seconded the motion. 

The motion passed with Ms. Duerholz abstaining. 

 

Palmer Township – Comprehensive Plan – Palmer Township Comprehensive Plan Update 

 Mr. von Kerczek stated that the LVPC reviewed Palmer’s 2017 Comprehensive Plan 

Tomorrow’s Palmer: Sustaining the Legacy and found the draft plan to be generally consistent 

with the County Comprehensive Plan, but has developed the following recommendations 

related to the plan’s Consistency with the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code and the 

organization of the policies contained in the plan. The MPC requires that a comprehensive 

plan include a plan for meeting the housing needs of present residents and of those 

individuals and families anticipated to reside in the municipality though this plan lacks detail 

and specificity. The description of development capacity under current and potential zoning 

scenarios is also quite general and lacks sufficient context for developing specific, 

quantifiable housing goals. While emergency services and their associated facilities are 

addressed throughout the plan, the plan does not include an assessment or a plan for 

community facilities and utilities. In particular, the plan does not address the availability of a 

reliable supply of water, as required in the MPC. The LVPC staff found the plan organization to 

be confusing due to the inconsistent application of the policy framework and the inconsistent 

categorization of policy goals and recommendations. The “Vision” chapter establishes a 

policy framework of Goals, Objectives and Recommendations, but this framework is not 

carried through the remainder of the document. The chapter, “Actions,” makes no mention 

of Objectives and immediately transitions to specific recommendations that do not explicitly 

correspond to any of the previously established goals. The “Vision” chapter also articulates 

multiple goals categorized according to the “Influences to Date” detailed earlier in the 

chapter. However, these categories are not carried through the remainder of the document. 

Ms. Wright made a motion to accept the staff comments. Ms. Weaver seconded the motion. 

The motion passed with Mr. Lammi abstaining. 

 

Hanover Township (NC) – Land Development – Burgess Flex Center 

 Ms. Raudenbush reviewed an application, which includes a land development plan 

for property at the corner of Highland Avenue and Courtney Street.  The land development 

plan, which proposes three separate warehouse buildings totaling approximately 470,000 

square feet on the site of a former office complex, is consistent with the County 

Comprehensive Plan. The project site is located within the Monocacy Creek watershed. 

Because the geospatial data on karst and carbonate geology is approximate, the LVPC 



    
   

recommends deploying a geotech team to perform preliminary testing. The LVPC recognizes 

that changing regulations of commerce and the rapid growth of warehouse developments 

along major corridors have led to the need for overnight truck parking, staging, and rest 

areas, as well as space for idle vehicles waiting to make freight transfers.  As of yet, few of the 

proposed warehouses in the Lehigh Valley have included dedicated space for these critical 

operations, and the LVPC encourages developers of these sites to address the escalating 

need for overnight tractor trailer parking and staging space. The proposed development is 

anticipated to generate 2,320 trips per weekday, with 294 trips during the weekday morning 

peak period and 250 trips during the weekday evening peak period. Subtracting out trips 

generated by the existing land use, the new land use is expected to yield 131 new trips per 

weekday, with 4 less trips during the AM peak period and 78 less trips during the PM peak 

period. The current site design contains opportunities for increased pedestrian connectivity. 

The applicant should coordinate with LANta to provide modern bus stop amenities such as 

benches and bus shelters to encourage mass transit usage. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Mr. Lammi seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

Ordinance/Plan Reviews 

 Ms. Wright referred the commission to the summary sheet for an overview of the staff 

comments on other proposed actions requiring LVPC review. Ms. Wright made a motion to 

accept the staff comments. Mr. Clater seconded the motion. The motion passed with Mr. Lammi 

abstaining to #1 – Palmer Township Comprehensive Plan; Ms. Weaver abstaining to #5 – Craft 

Beverage Production Facilities in Catasauqua Borough; Mr. Diacogiannis abstaining to #4 – 

Business Park in AFHBD District in Hanover Township (NC); Ms. Rader abstaining to #2 – Breinigsville-

Alburtis 500k Transmission Line Rebuild in Upper and Lower Macungie Townships; Mr. Gordon 

abstaining to #4 – Business Park in AFHBD District in Hanover Township (NC).  

 

Environment Committee 

 

None 

 

Transportation Committee 

 

Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside Program Awards 

 Ms. Bradley went over the award winners of the Transportation Alternatives Set-Aside 

Program. The review committee consisted of Lehigh Valley Planning Commission staff, PennDOT 

District 5 staff and consultant, LANTA, LNAA and Hanover Township. 15 projects were reviewed 

seeking a total of $10,048,716 in funding. The TASA allocation to the Lehigh Valley totals $1.322 

million. Projects were reviewed against LVTS-approved criteria for cost reasonableness, 

deliverability, and compliance with comprehensive plan and long range transportation plan 

goals and policies. The following are the recommended projects: 

 South Bethlehem Corridor Connections (City of Bethlehem) – $500,000  

 Community Bike Works Bike Education (Community Bike Works) – $160,000 

 Coalition for Appropriate Transportation Bike Education for Children (CAT) – $136,100 

 Main Street Pedestrian Safety Initiative (Hellertown) – $200,000 

 Geiger’s Covered Bridge (Lehigh County) – $325,900  

Projects that were partially funded or not funded under the regional $1.322 million allocation 

will be forwarded to PennDOT Central Office for funding consideration from the statewide $55 

million reserve. 

 

 

 

 



    
   

OLD BUSINESS 

 

Report of the Nominating Committee + Election of 2018 Officers 

 The nominating committee consisted of Mr. Herman, Ms. Pearson and Mr. Clater. Mr. 

Herman stated that the officers rotate every two years, and in addition, the Chair rotates 

between Lehigh County and Northampton County. Mr. Herman made a motion to recommend 

for Mr. Repasch as Chair, Mr. Diancogiannis as Vice Chair and Mr. Glickman as Treasurer. Ms. 

Rader seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 

FutureLV Report and Post-Event Articles 

 Ms. Bradley talked about the success of the Future Forces Event that was held. The first 

panel was transportation. In the discussion was autonomous vehicles and their safety aspects, 

affordability within transit and transit planning, the mobility of seniors and the mobility of people 

with disabilities, land use and planning impacts, etc. The economy panel had discussions on the 

impact on economy in a more global perspective, the need for infrastructure with new 

technology, the future of jobs, shared economy, the need for more broadband, etc. The built 

environment panel discussed climate change, development and how that affects our 

environment, etc. The day ended with break-out. Some topics discussed were tying the trail 

system into the sidewalk system; is the infrastructure able to handle the increase in vehicles; 

PennDOT Connects implementation; cybercrime; LANta building up ridership; increasing truck 

traffic; no truck route GPS systems, etc. Ms. Bradley mentioned that there were six articles in the 

media on this event. 

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

2018 Budget 

 Mr. Rider talked about the 2018 budget. Under revenue, Environmental Planning will see 

$142k for the Bike/Ped Master Plan from DCNR and $140k for the Hazard Mitigation Plan. 

Transportation Planning will see from PennDOT $1,022,528 for the 2016-2018 contract period, 

$23,517 for LTAP, $139,649 for the Bike/Ped Master Plan and $28,014 for the LANta Human Service 

Transit Plan. The 2018-2020 contract will be $490k and $12,500 for LTAP. Miscellaneous consisting of 

Sales, Subdivision Review Fees, Interest and 2017 Carryover totals $233,780. There is also the funds 

from Lehigh County at $550k and from Northampton County at $550k. Total for revenue is 

$3,331,988. 

 Mr. Rider then went over the expenses which everything from payroll and health 

insurance to consultants, computer equipment, general office, new equipment and equipment 

maintenance along with supplies totaling $3,331,988. This is a balanced budget. Mr. Molchany 

made a motion to accept the 2018 budget. Mr. Nolan seconded the motion. The motion passed 

unanimously. 

 

2018 Workplan 

 Ms. Bradley said that the Executive Committee went over the workplan at the last 

meeting and approved to move it to Full Commission. Ms. Bradley went over the highlights of the 

2018 workplan including the major projects that will be worked on – the Regional Comprehensive 

Plan, Regional Hazard Mitigation Plan, Transportation Improvement Program, and the Active 

Transportation Plan. There will also be three General Assembly meetings held in 2018. The 

Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan will be completed soon. The 

LVPC will continue to hold Local Technical Assistant Program courses as well as Lehigh 

Government Academy courses in 2018. Mr. Repasch made a motion to accept the 2018 

workplan. Ms. Wright seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

 



    
   

2018 Commissioner Calendar 

 Ms. Bradley spoke about the 2018 calendar year. She stated that Ms. Willis updated the 

LVPC and LVTS Committee meeting dates. Mr. Molchany made a motion to accept the 2018 

calendar dates. Ms. Pearson seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

  

CORRESPONDENCE  

 

None 

  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

 

None 

 

EVENTS + INFORMATION 

 

Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) @ LVPC Office 

 The upcoming Local Technical Assistance Program classes are Work Zone Temporary 

Traffic Control on January 30 from 8am-12pm, Stop Signs + Intersection Traffic Control on 

February 6 from 8am-12pm and Safe Driver on February 15 from 8am-12pm – all at LVPC. 

 

ADJOURN 

 

Mr. Molchany made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Lammi seconded that 

motion. Ms. Dreisbach adjourned the meeting. 

 

 

Submitted by, 

Erin Willis, Executive Secretary for 

Becky Bradley, AICP, Executive Director 
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